Lately Publiſhed, 


The LETTERS of 
Madam DE MAINTENON. 


Together with thoſe of other Eminent 
Perſons in the Age of Louis XIV. To 
which are added ſome Ce r. 


II. The SCHOOL of M AN. 
A Moral Work; ſuppreſſed at Paris on 
Account of ſome Characters reflecting on 
the Court of France, &c. Price 35. 


III. The SPIRIT of NATIONS. 
Tranſlated from the French. Price 5 * 


0 * In this Work, the Subjelt of which 
js MANKIND in general, the learned 
Author has with great Accuracy treated of 
the Genius of the ſeveral Nations of the 
World; of ancient and modern Govern- 
ments; of Liberty; Religion; Miracles; 
Enthuſiaſm , the various Effects of Ch- 
mates; Diſtempers, Duration of Life ; 
Arts and Sciences; the Theatre; Pro- 
Feſſien of Actors; the Treatment of Wo- 
men in aifferent Countries; Philoſophy ; 
Poetry; Eloquence , Education; Manners ; 
Dreſs; and ſuch other Chara@eriflicks as 
ſerve to le 1 particular Nations and 
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The SOURCE, the STRENGTH, 
„ AND THE 


raus SPIRIT of LA V 8. 


In Three Parts. 


In which the Errors of M. de Monteſ” 
quieu, and ſome other eminent Writers, 
are occaſionally conſider'd. 


To which are 3 


Eſſay s on the natural Origin of Political 
1 by the Count de Cataneo, 


a Noble Venetian in the Service of the 


King of Pruſſia, and dedicated to his 
* Maj * Pri rice 8 | 


\ ©. 


2 | L ET T ERS from ſeveral Parts 


of EUROPE and the EAST. 25 
Written in the Year 1750, Sc. 


N. B. 2 heſe Letters contain. the Writer*s 
Obſervations on the Productions of Na- 
ture; the Monuments of Art; and th 
Manners of the Inhabitants. 2 Vols 8vo. e 
Price 10s. 


THE 
C 


— 


* * B E 


or 


Madam DE MAINTENON. 


Tranſlated from the Fx auen. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. RoB1nsoON in Ludgate- Street ; 
G. WooDFALL at Charing-Croſs ; and 
Lockyer Davis near Saliſbury THT in 


Fleet- Street. 
MDCCLIIL 


” . 
#5 - 
oF $5 5 
— 
6 mm 


4 MN. 


Mes ul lots Ce et 
4 — 5. 


wa 
0 


* 


—— 


. — #24 


—— "SEVER 


% 2 OO 


— <A 


+ +% 


= 


THE 


3 
„ 8 : wa 7 5 
4 x - T7 * 1 8 : 
E * p . p * ” * — 4 — 5 PR . * . *% + + W * aw 
ww 


C HAP. I. 


Wenn 
| FH I 


- _ 3 


0 H A P 11. 
Tifancy f aki Au igné 


Lo i . && 0 21 


CHAP. 


© 
+ 

* 

"I 

WW... 


(x) 


CHAP. I. 
Marriage of Mademoiſelle d Aubi one 
31 
0 HA P. N. 


From the Year 165 1 to 1660 58 


© H A P. V. 
| * the Year 1660 /o 1666 103 


4 CHAP, VI. . 
Bon the ear 1666 to 1609 130 


1 9 - 
— 


CHAP. VII. , 
| 7 he Amour: of Louis XIV. = | 
18 0 H A P. VIII. | 


Madam Scaron made Governante 
tb King's Children by Madam 
de Monteſpan 0 
Y CHAP. 


( 


CHAP I 
Purchaſe of Maintenon. Journeys. 
Favour declared 207 
c HA 
Madam de Maintenon 15 0 Fu- 
— 226 
Cc HAT 2h 


De Marchioneſs de Maintenon 4 
 Dreſer to the ws at 241 


C H A P. XII. 
Amo of the 2 and Mademoiſelle - 
de Fontanges 7 250 


THE 


; 
| 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


4 L. P. A. PD. D. E. A. S. C. 


» IS to you, the young, the 
beautiful ATHENATIS, that 

The LIFE of Madam De MaiN- 
TENON mult be dedicated, as the 
firſt Years of your Life would 
certainly have been the Object of 
her Care, if, unfortunately for this 
Generation, you had been born in 
A 3 her 


(vi) 

her Time. You will find in it the 
Marvellous of Romance, the Truth 
of Hiſtory, and abundance of little 
Facts ſerving to confirm important 
Truths. Hitherto Madam p E 
MaAinTENON had appeared only 
in a fatirical Light; reverenced 
'while living, flandered after her 
Death. Malignity diſturbed her 
Aſhes, blaſted her Memory, and 
ſeemed to aim at puniſhing her for 
her Elevation, and reven ging itſelf 
on her Virtues. Her Letters have 
begun to undeceive the Public; 
they have had the moſt reſpectable 
Suffrages ; they have met with 
your Approbation, and are become 
the Delight of all ſach as are 
worthy of eſteeming her. Ex- 

| cepting 


(ü 
moſt unqueſtionable Virtues are al- 
ways reputed as Vices, the whole 
World ſeem to have cheerfully di- 
veſted themſelves of their Prejudices. 
This Hiſtory will completely unde- 
ceive all thoſe that deſerve to be 
undeceived, ſuch as yet harbour 
Doubts on the Foundation of ſome 
Anecdotes. I ſend you no more 
than the firſt Part, for Reaſons 
which you will ſoon be acquainted 
with. If you ſhould not reliſh 
it, I ſhall be concerned, on Account 
of the Remainder, which will be 
wrote in the ſame Taſte and Me- 
thod. I might have given you 
ſomething better, were not Madam 


DE 


:v*9 . 


VI 


DE M more bitten of 
Initating the Virtues of Madam 
DE MA1NTENON, than forward to 


publiſh them. 
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OF * 
Madam pan Maitx#Ex6x, 
* 3 CR 'FY > 4 — N rn 
. Al R 5 Ws 
- cn&n nx. © 
By rh i Madam de Maintenon, . 
| 'H E Nobleſſe of Frances Au- 


© bigne, Marchi oneſs' de Main- 
' tenon,'-is not to be called in 
. 4k, She was the Grand Daughter 
of Theodore Agrippa d Aubignt, | Gover- 
nor of Oleron and Maillezais, Admiral. 
of Britauny, and Gentleman in ordinary 
o. ** King. J Bed Chamber. DE 
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Some — e that T odors 
Arrippa d Aubign was the natural Son 


of a Prince. But this Falſity being en- 
tirely groundleſs, there is no need of 


confuting it by his Marriage-Contract 
with Mademoiſelle de Lezey. 


+ A truer Report is that which 
makes him the Favourite of Jane d. Albret 
Queen of Navarre, Mother of Henry IV. 


'This Princeſs heaped Benefits on him, 
never did any Thing but by his Ad- 
vice, and made him her Chancellor. 


Aubigné was handſome, well-built, 


and amiable too for his Wit and Judg- 
ment: The Queen loved him, declared 


her Paſſion, and privately married him. 
This Marriage could not long be a Se- 
eret at Court, as they were obſerv- 
ed to live together in a Familiarity 


7— 


* 


* Morer?'s Dictionn. 
+ Merc. gal. Jan. 1705. P · 233» 
_—_— which 
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(3) 
which the Queen's Virtue and Piety 
made the Courtiers judge to be lawful. 
Some who were envious of Aubignt's. 
good Fortune, jeſted and railed at it 
in preſence of Henry IV. who only faid 
to them, Would you have me be an- 
e for a Thing which every one of 
you would be glad to. have done. - les 


The King did not let Audignt KEY 
vate himſelf with. Pleaſures z ; he made 
him very ſerviceable in all his Wars, 


and even employed him in ſeveral Ne 


onde 


Aubignt gloried in a Sincerity which 
he carried a little too far, and which he 
himſelf ſtiled blunt Probity. This Qua- 


lity was not diſpleaſing to the King, who 
far from encouraging Flatterers, ſet his 


Court an Example of Frankneſs. 12155 


Whilſt | a Match was. cali of 
between his Siſter and ſome Princes 


that ſued for her, ; Agne and 
by tot | B 2 5 Fontenai, © 


va 


(4) 
Fontenai, who lay in his Bed-Chamber, 
were difcourſing about it; and 'Fonre- 
nai deſiring Auvignt to repeat ſomething 
which he had not well heard, the King, 
whom they ſuppoſed to be aſleep, cried 
_ to him, Are you deaf; did not 
© you hear him lay, that I intend. to 
< get me ſeveral Brothers-in-Law by 
my Siſter ?* © Sleep on, Sire, ſleep 
7 anſwered Aubignt ; ; we have many 
6 RTE Things to hy of you.” . 


After this Priziee had eivbriiced the 
Catholic Religion, Aubigne, who was a 
zealous Hugonot, retired to his little 
Seat at Murce, where he employed. his 
kiſure Hours in writing the Hiſtory of 
his own Times. You ought' to write 
mine, ſaid Henry to him one Day: 
To which he replied, paring on as 7 
5 therto, and J ſhall W 


That , Hiſtory appeared after the 
Death of Henry IV. an Event with 


C » Du Chef, Sorel, Pu. 1 
which 


(5) 

which he was deeply. affected: He pub- 
liſhed two Volumes i in Folio, which he 
got printed at Maillezais, of which he 
was Governor. The Hiſtory begins 
with the Year 1500, and ends at 1610, 
and is wrote ſo impartially, that it pro- 
cured; him the Applauſe of all his Co- 
temporaries : Some have compared it 
to M. de Thou's Hiſtory, to which none 
can be compared. When he comes to 
the Death of Henry IV. he lays the Pen 
dropt out of his Hand, and that he had 
not Strength to proceed. | 


Thethird Volume ap * ſoon after, 
and was printed at Loudon. The League 
and the Guiſes were judged to be too groſs- 
ly abuſed in it; he was alſo blamed for his 
Partiality to the Hugonots; ; and ſome 
Anecdotes concerning Henry III. which 
were pen'd with too much Freedom, 
gave great Offence. The Book *made 
a great Noiſe; the Parliament took 
Cognizance of it, and ordered it to be 
burnt: And chus the third Volume be- 
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(6) 

came ſo ſcarce, though much more cu- 
rious and intereſting than _ firſt wu 
ſecond. | 


11 


His Pen was alſo employed on more 


pleaſant and entertaining, but more 
dangerous Subjects: He wrote the. ſati- 


rical Divorce, which was aſcribed to a 
great Princeſs. . 


He did not like Sanci, who, not- 
withſtanding the Services he had ren- 
dered to Henry, had not been able to 
gain his Affection: He wrote a bitter 


and ingenious Satire on him, intituled, 


Sanci's Catholic Confeſſion, which is one 
of the bot Pieces of the Kind, 


* It i is 6 that he had a Son 
by Jane & Mbret; and Bayle aſſures, that 
he had ſeen in Holland the Son of a 


Miniſter, named Goyon, who generally 


x * —— its 


* Rep, aux queſt. d'un provincial. 


paſſed 


(7) 
paſſed for the Grand-Son of the Queen 
of Navarre. Perhaps Aubigne, by rea- 
ſon of the Misfortunes he met with, 


could not put * in a more brilliant 
Station. 


To diſpel the Gloom of Solitude, he 
compoſed The Baron de Fæneſte, a Book 
that created him many Enemies, and 
procured him Abundance of Readers : 
*Tis a Dialogue between a wiſe Man 
and an empty vapouring Gaſcon, who 

gives a pleaſant Relation of all his Ad- 

ventures. Suppreſs ſome Paſſages that 
ſavour too ſtrong of the Heretic, and 
*tis a -Maſter-piece. This Satire takes 
in ſeveral Events of the Reign of Louis 
XIII. but chiefly contains Anecdotes 
of the preceding Reign. 


According to ſome Critics, the Ba- 
ron de Fenefte is the Duke d Epernon, to 
whom the Author imputed his Diſ- 
grace; and he that always keeps up to 
the Character of a wiſe Man, is Du Pleffis 

B 4 Mornai, 


45 | 68) 

Mornai, whom Aubignẽ eſteemed much, 

and loved ſtill more. But it is more 

probable, that Aubignt confined him- 
ſelf to making his Gaſcon often ſay 
Things which deſcribe the ſilly Admi- 
ration in which the Gaſcons held that 
Duke, and which afforded him a Han- 
dle to turn him ae into Ridicule, 


- 


"EL it bs the Number If Aubig- 
ns Enemies having conf: derably en- 
creaſed, he was on the point of being 
arreſted, upon What Pretext T Kno not. 
He had Notice of it, and fled i in 1619 


to Geneva, which was then a ſake Azy- | 
Jum for the Unfortunate, | 4 tbe 


313. | i f e l oP 
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0 Le did not ſuffer bim tb e die i in 
Peace: At the Age of 72 he was ſmit- 
ten with the Beauty of Renee Burlama- 
4, of an antient by amily of Lucca, chat 
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(9) 
had taken Shelter at Geneva, and he 
married her in 1625. 


a He ſpent his laſt Years in writing 
his own Life ; a very curious Piece, of 
which there is ſtill a Manuſcript in 
Paris, copied with his own Hand. Þ' © 


He died at Geneva in 1630, in the 
| 78th Year of his Age, leaving by Su- 
fanna de Lezey, of the Houſe of Lufig- 
nan, whom he married in 1383, a Son 
named Conftant d Aubigne, and two 
Daughters, one of whom was married 
to M. de Villette, Grand-Father of 
Madam de Caylus, and the other to M. 
de Caumont # Ale | 


” Confend . Aubignt da a 0 bad 
ve of the Sause his F ather ha gi- 
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We have alſo ſome Theatrical Pieces 
of his Compoſition, printed at Geneva in 8vo. 


1653. His Life is printed at Am/terdam in 
2 Vol. 1731, 
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(10) 
ven him. "WE over Head and Ears 
in Debt, he wanted to make a Settle- 
ment in Carolina: He obtained the Poſt | 


of Vice-Rot of the American Iflands ; 


but he applied to, or had ſome Under- 
ſtanding with the Engliſ. The Court 
was informed of it, revoked his Com- 
miſſiori, and diveſted him of the Govern- 
ment of Maillezaiis. 


His x OI was the Cauſe of his 
Faults, and it alſo repaired his Misfor- 
tunes. Madam de Noaills, a rich Widow 
of the Diſtrict of Aunis, offer'd him her 
Hand: He accepted it, but knew not 
how to enjoy his good Fortune. He 
did not love her, nay, he even ſlighted 


and neglected her : ſhe revenged herſelf 
by giving him a Rival, either through 


Diſguſt and Contempt of him, or elfe 


with a View to reclaim him by an Air 


of Coquetry, which married Women too 


| _— indulge. 


(r 


Aubignò thought his Wife unfaithful, 
gave way to his jealous Conjectures, 
and fell from Indifference into Hatred. 
His Wife came to a viclent End, and 
her Gallant was murdered. The Noaille's 


charged him with the Crime; he was 


proſecuted by a powerful Family, his 
Eſtate ſeized, and himſelf committed 
rr o " RO C aſtle. 


The Duke Remes Governor of 
Guyenne, had given the Command of 
that Caſtle to Cardillac, a Gentleman of 
the Diſtrict of Bordeaux, and a Relation 
of his. Aubigne inſinuated himſelf into 
the good Graces of that Gentleman's 
Daughter, and aſſured her, if ſhe could 
| procure his Liberty, he would ſpend 
with her that Life for which he ſhould 
be indebted to her. The young Lady 
had a ſtrong Inclination to ſave her 
Lover, but was very loth to leave her 
Father: She was alſo ſhocked at the 
F een of running away with a Man 

| accuſed 


(312) 
accuſed of having murdered his Wife. 
Aubigne, whoſe Danger increaſed. his 
Tenderneſs, found Arguments enough 
to perſuade: her. But by what Means 
get him out of a Priſon ſo well guarded? 
Love held a Council, furniſned the 
een and ene cen Suc- 
ceſs. Kitt 5 3 
This generous Friend accompanied 
him in his Flight, and ſhared his Miſ- 
fortunes: They wandered ſome time in 
foreign Parts, withou any other ** 
but their LOS - 5 


11 by: 77 55 of a For ortune ſirtired 


#1 then away to America, and there they 


were married. It is ſurprizing that 
Aubigne did not ſooner give his Bene- 
factreſs this Pledge of his Gratitude. 
Of this r came a dae named 
Gries." 51 neizanifonT. onojft a bed 


. Ro SID having picked up ſome Mo- 
ney in the Tobacco, Plantations, | and 
Dns being 
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(13) 7 
being perhaps impelled by his naturally 
reſtleis Temper, thought he might ven- 
ture upon a Voyage to France. Accor- 
dingly he returned thither-in Spight of 
his Wife's Entreaties, was diſcovered 
notwithſtanding his Precautions, and 
committed again to Vompette Caſtle. 
Madam 4 Aubignt ſoon heard the 
News of his Confinement, and though 
far advanced in her Pregnancy, ſhe 
took ſhipping with her Son, who was 
yet in his Cradle, and voluntarily made 
herſelf a Priſoner a her Huſband. 


N * mri 
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She obtained of the Camit his e 
* to che Priſon of: Mort, that he 
might be at Hand to receive ſome Af. 
ſtance from his Relations; and there it 
was that ſhe brought forth, in 1635, 


8 


chat Davg ghter who has lads ſo, great a 


Fig W in e World. rnd of tes 
45 * I 55 corftt8 ra -; 
: ; 12 4 This 


4 

| 
. Sane 
} 
4 
1 
k 

1 
ow. 
. 
2 


n 


This Infant, was « beptized. the 8th 
of September * at Niort, in the Dioceſe 
of Poitiers: Her Godfather was Francis 
de la Rochefoucault, and her Godmother 
Mademoiſelle de Neuillant, who _ 
her the Name of Frances. © 


Madam d Aubign?'s Thoughts were 
now entirely turned on procuring, her 
Huſband's full Diſcharge and Releaſe- 
ment. There lay nothing againſt him 
but Suſpicions, and the Influence of 


his firſt Wife's Relations: ſhe prevailed 


upon the latter by her . Addreſs, her 
Tears, and her Virtues; . and diſſipated 
all the Suſpicions by a Memorial, in 
which 1 a bien the Innocence of her 
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„ * * 


* Accordi ing t to the 8 now * be- 


fore me, this is the Date of the Extract from , 
the Pariſh Regiſter fent to the Ladies of St. 
Cyr by the Biſhop of Poitiers: Yet the Epi- 


taph made by Vertot ſays ſhe Was born the 
28 November 1635. 
Spouſe, 


1 K 
Spouſe, who for the ſecond Time was 
obliged to her for his Liberty. 


Aubignẽ ſoon gave her again the ſame 
Uneaſineſs: He contracted an intimate 
Acquaintance with ſome young Sparks, 
who were accuſed of counterfeiting the 
Coin, and was thrown- into Jail _ 


with them. 


He DA che Alliſtance of hisRe- 
lations, but his Miſconduct had diſguſted 
them: They upbraided him for not 
having made a right Uſe of his good 
Luck, and alſo reproached him with 
having married a Wife without a For- 
tune, that is to fay, the only good 
1 he had, perhaps, ever done. | 


Madam 4 Aubignẽ was not diſcou- 
raged: The more unfortunate her Huf. 


band was, ſo much the more did her 
Tendernefs for him increafe: She took 
up her Lodging in the Prifon with her 

ks ens, en 
cud "i 


& Saint Hermine, 


(16) 
two Children, in order to ſoothe his 
Cares and alleviate his Grief. 


But extreme Indigence, more dread- 
ful than Captivity and Slavery, was 
going to lay this unfortunate Family in 
the Grave. Happily Madam de Villette 
went to viſit them, and beheld Diſtreſs 
in its moſt frightful Aſpects ; her Bro- 
ther quite diſtracted, and emaciated for 


want of Food, two Babes covered with 


Rags, a diſconſolate Mother offering 


her Breaſt alternately to her Huſband 


and her Daughter, without hope of 
keeping either of them alive; Hunger 


and other Hardſhips had exhauſted her 


Milk, and it was not in her power to 


get a Nurſe. Madam de Villette was 
affected with this diſmal Spectacle; the 
Sight of little Frances touched her 
Heart: She took the two Children and 
carried them to Murcé; and the Daugh+ 
ter had the ſame Nurſe as little Villette, 
fince known by the N ame of Madam 


1 Madam 


" Matar e ps + foes to 
Paris, to ſolicit a pardon, for her Huſ- 
band: In vain ſhe kneeled before the 
Cardinal de Richelieu; 5 this Miniſter, 
who had no Kindneſs for Agrippa, and 
always puniſhed the Sons for the Faults 
of their Fathers, Was inflexible to her 
Prayers and Tears, and one Day ſaid to 
her, * it is doing you Service to > deprive 
Logs of: a Huſban Herden, Inn 


hd . 


1119191 "li 2 SLE FEI 
As. ſhe was young and Lane 

ſome Noblemen endeavoured to win her 
Affections; and one of them 1 in parti- 
cular thought to make her Circum- 
ſtances ſubſer vient to an eaſy Conqueſt: 
But though ſhe loved her Huſband and 
her Children, ſhe loved Virtue ſtill 
more; and therefore quickly withdrew 
from thoſe nauſeous | and mortifying 
Importunities. Duke Bernard of Wey- 
mar made her a Preſent of one hundred 
Piſtoles. She went back to her Huſband, 
very ſorry for having exhibited reſpec- 
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( 18 ) 


table Diſtreſs to my nme incapable 


ul wee it. 


She ene to 1 Botn 1 5 Children 
again, and Madam de Villette, who was 
very fond of little Frances, did not part 
from her without great Reluctance. It 
was in à Priſon that this Girl, whom 


Heaven deſtined for the moſt remark- 


able Scenes of Adverſity and Proſpe- 
rity, was brought up: She often ſaid 


chat ſhe could remember her romping 


Ae the Jaylor's Dar. 


The Madam 2 Aubigne fading that the 
Proſecution againſt her Huſband went 
on very ſlow, made another Attempt 
for his Diſcharge. . A Pardon was 
granted, upon Condition that he ſhould 
turn Catholic. Aubigne, who was not 
much in Earneſt about Religion, pro- 
miſed whatever they T. and was 
enlarged. 


*** 1 


* 1638. 
by. As 


0 | 


" ny as NPY got out "of - Priſon he 
forgot his Promiſes, and, to avoid being 
moleſted, reſolved to ſeek again in 

America that Happineſs and Tranquility 
which he could not find in his native 
Country: And accordingly he took 
ſhipping with his Wife and two Chil- 
dren, 

In their Paſſ⸗ age to America, Frances 
had a terrible Fit of Sickneſs, and was 
brought ſo low, that no Sign of Life 
remained. The Mother took up the 

Infant in her Arms, wept over her, 

and warmed her in her Boſom: The 
Father, tired with her Lamentations, 
wanted to ſnatch, the ſuppoſed dead 
Child from her, as he thought the Sight 
of it only ſerved to diſtract her more 
and a Sailor ſtood ready to heave it over 
board. In this Extremity Madam de 
Aubignt begs that one Kiſs more may be 

allowed her, takes the Child, claps her 
| Hand 


(20) 
Hand to its Heart, and 1 is ck it is 
not nc 


, - 
„ - : - 51 
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1 bis r Was in coated by 
another: Frances was ſcarcely recovered 
from this Sickneſs, when the Ship was 
attacked by a Turkiſh Veſſel. While 
the Crew were engaged with the Corſair, 
Frances ſaid to her Brother, ſo much 

© the better if we are taken, our Mother 
5 wil {cold aun ſnub us por more.” 


i 


2508 #71 


| This Mother was a | Woman of great 
. Her Daughter having been 
left on the Sea Shore by the Careleſsneſs 
of a Servant who had charge of her, ſhe 
ran to ſeek her: But how great was her 
Surprize, when ſhe ſaw the Infant in the 
Midſt of huge Serpents, ready to be 
devouredl Self- Preſervation had no 
Weight with her in this Emergency; 
ſhe advanced undauntedly, and ſnatched 
the Child from the venomous Creatures 
that were going to. ſtrangle it. 


2 


* 3 


emo ee 


fancy f Mademoiſelle a Aubignt 


A D A M FAwignt 8 Whole 
Care was beſtowed on the Edu- 
cation of her Children; and, happily for 
them, ſhe was poor enough to bring 
them up herſelf. She took more Pains 
about the Daughter than the Son, as ſhe 
obſerved greater Talents in her, and 
more Conformity with her own: Cha- 
racter: She did not teach her Virtue, 
ſhe inſpired and nouriſhed her with it. 
A Fire having broke out in the Houſe 
they occupied in America, and the 
Daughter crying at the Misfortune, ſne 
ſeverely checked her, ſaying, Is the 
Loſs of a Houſe worth crying for? 
Madam de Maintenon, Who ſometimes 
related this Paſſage, uſed to add, I 
5 en, have had a great deal mote! 


, * Ko 


(9 

5 ſeolding, had my Mother known that 

I did. not ery for the Houſe, but for 
© my Doll that periſhed in the Flames.” 


Under the Eye of this excellent Mo- 
ther ſhe could not fail of making a ra- 
pid Progreſs: She made her read Plu- 
tarch's Lives, and accuſtomed her early 
to think ſolidly ; ſhe alſo frequently put 
her upon little Compoſitions, to form 
her Stile; and to make this Taſk eaſier, 
ſhe ſometimes obliged n to write to 
her Relations. 


The little Girl wrote with a great 
deal of Eaſe aud Freedom, and learned 
betimes to write Letters for others; be- 
cauſe her Brother, who was indolent 
then, and all his Life too, deſired her to 
draw up his Letters. 


Aubignt died in 1647, and left no- 
thing. He had reckoned upon growing 
rich by Trade, and was obliged to owe. 
—_ Subſiſtence to a ſmall military 

| Employ- 


* 
(23) __ mw_——=_ 


Employment, which he did not obtain i 


without great n 


His Widow returned to France; 
Madam de V. llette commiſerated her 
Caſe, and took her Daughter into her 
own Family, in order to inſtruct her in 
the Calviniſt Religion. Madam 4 Au- 
bigne, though a zealous Catholic, had 
not Fortitude enough to reſiſt her Per- 
ſuaſions, and Frances eaſily imbibed the 
Principles of her Fathers: Her Infant 
Reaſon: yielded to all the Impreffions 
her Aunt gave her; and as ſhe was of 
a Spirit incapable of a moderate Attach 
ment, ſhe 'became paſſionately ford: of 
Error. | 


Her Mother 3 Aae too 
late, that ſhe had endangered her Daugh- 
ter's Salvation: She imagined that it 
would be no hard Taſk to efface thoſe 
firſt Impreſſions ;. but they were toe 
_— — and the little Heretic 

ſupplied 


4 2 her want l — by 
— 5 Nate Hi 26379 © ot 
One Day her Mother nen to 
f being her to Chur ch, ſhe; ſtiffly 1 efuſed 
to go; upon which Madam d. Aubigne 
ſaid, What chen, you don't loy e me!” 
I love you with all my Heart, replied 
c the well-tutor'd Child, but I. Joyet God 
8 till more.“ However, ſhe Was forced 
to fellow; herito Maſs; but baving turn. 
ed her Back. to the Altar, her Mother 
gave her ar Slap on the Face; and the 
Child immediately Preſented the other 
Cheek, ſaying, Strike! it is honour- 
85 Able. to ſuffer for. Religion 8 Sake, 2 
deen d Aubignt would fain bond ta- 
ken her Daughter out of Madam de Vil- 
lette's Hands; but this Lady never would 
conſent to it: At firſt ſhe put her off 
with Pretexts and : frivolous r 
agg at laſt gane her a flat Denial. 
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* Madam de N. TORY Mother of the | 


Ducheſs de Navailles and a Relation of 
Madam d Aubignè, ſollicited an Order 
of the Court, which charged her with 
the Education of Frances. 


She omitted nothing to inſtruct her 
in the Catholic Religion; but all her 
Leſſons ſerved only to ſhew her that 
Mademoiſelle 4 Aubigne was then very 
headſtrong, and would in Time be 
a great Wit. Madam de Neuillant 
nettled at this Oppoſition, thought it 
would be better to humble her than to 
argue with her: And accordingly, ſhe 


retrenched her Careſſes, and treated her 


very harſhly, putting her on a level 
with her Servants, and committing the 
Poultry to her Care. Madam de 
Maintenon was often heard to ſay, that 
the Superintendancy of the Turkies was 


the firſt Government conferred upon 
her. 


* 1648. 25 
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A young Peaſant was bold enough 


to fix his Affections on her, and ſhe 
made a Handle of this Paſſion to write 
to Madam de Villette, who confirmed 
her in her Principles. This young 
Fellow having made her a Declaration 
of Love, Mademoiſelle d' Aubigne who 
was ſenſible ſhe was not made for the 
mean Condition in which they kept her, 
gave Notiee of it to Madam de Neuillant, 
who then began to be afraid, that with 
the Candor and Simplicity of Shepherd- 
eſſes ſhe might alſo one Day have their 
Fr ailty. N E 


She therefore carried her to the Con- 
vent of the Ur/ul;nes of Niort, and Ma- 
dam de Villette conſented to pay her 
Penſion there; for Madam de Neuillant | 
was very willing to have the Honour of 
converting her, provided it 2 her 
nothing. | 


Theſe 


FF 
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Theſe Nuns wrapt up the Catholic 


Truths in ſuch a Profuſion of Civili- 
ties and Careſſes, that they conquered 
her Averſion : By Degrees ſhe took a 
Liking to them. What diſpleaſed her 


moſt, was that Tenet which excludes 


from eternal Life all that are not with- 


in the Pale of the Church: She often 


faid to them, © Iwill turn Catholic, pro- 
© vided you don't oblige me to believe, 
that my dear Aunt Villette is to be 
damned: A Clauſe proving at once 
the Goodneſs of her Heart and cke 
Rectitude of her Mind. 


The Nuns could not drive this No- 
tion out of her; and when ſhe embraced 
the true Religion, there was an abſolute 


Neceſſity for allowing her to reſerve a 


few Places in Heaven for her Heretic 
Friends and Relations. | 


n de Villette, who had conti- 


aued to provide for her Maintenance in 


C 2 the 


(28 ) 
the Convent, ſtopt her Hand the Mo- 
ment ſhe heard of her Converſion. *' 
Thus we ſee how Zeal for Religion | 
| ſometimes ſtifles, even in the tendereſt 
Hearts, the Sentiments of Nature and 
Humanity. 


The Nuns of Niort kept her ſome 
Time out of Charity; but the Good 
that is done only for the Love of God, 
ſeldom laſts long; their Charity grew 
cold: They would not have grudged 
any Thing, ſaid they, not even a 
Part of their Blood to convert her ; 
but when ſhehad yielded to their Deſires, 
and embraced the Truth, they could not 
even ſpi e her the common Neceſſaries 


of Life. ; 


They eat to Madam d Au- 
Bigné, that their Houſe could not main- 
tain Boarders who paid nothing, and 
deſired her to take away her Daughter, 
who, as they obſerved, was big enough 
to Appear in the World. Mademoiſelle 

 @ Aubigne 


( 29 ) 1 
4 Aubigne bluſhed at the Speech; 
made fo deep an Impreſſion on her, 
that ſhe ever after endeavoured to diſ- 
charge what ſhe owed to that Convent: 
When ſhe was introduced at Court, it 
was her firſt Care: For *till then ſhe 


had not been able to Pay that ſmall 
Debt. | 


Her Mother lived by her Needle, 
waiting the Deciſion of ſome Law-Suits, 
which ſhe was carrying on at Paris. 

One in particular was very important, 
nothing leſs than about the Barony. of 
Surineau, an Eſtate that had belonged 
to Conſtant d Aubigne, who had not 
been wiſe enough to keep it: Madam 
Aubignẽ attempted to recover it, but 
miſcarried. 


She alſo ſued for conſiderable Sums 
which the Court had owed to Theodore: 
Agrippa, who had funk his Fortune in 
the Service of his Maſter at a Time, 
when none but Rebels filled their 


C 3 Pockets: 


(389) 
Pockets: The Super-Intendant of the 
Finances turned a deaf Ear to her; for 
indeed, how could it be expected he 
ſhould take Notice of a Woman that 
had neither Protectors nor Friends! 


„ 
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CHAP III. 
Marriage of Mademoiſelle d Aubigné. 


AD AM & Aubignt was on the 

Point of returning to Poitou, 

when a ſingular Chance procured her 
an Acquaintance with Scaron: Madam 
de Neuillant, who lived in his Neigh- 
bourhood and ſometimes viſited him, 
diſcourſed with him about two Perſons 
who had long reſided at Martinico ; and 
Scaron was deſirous of converſing with 
them, as ſomebody had put it into his 
Head that the Air of America on 


cure him, 


The Commander de Poinc: threw a 
grear Temptation in his Way, and 
gave him fair Hopes. This Officer, 
who had been in a manner loſt by the 

C 4 Gout, 
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Gout, had recovered his Health at 
Martinico; the Air, the Aliments and 
Medicines of that Iſland having ſo well 
agreed with him, that he play'd at 


Tennis, and went a Hunting every 
Day, asif he Rad never had that Diſeaſe. 


What an Inducement was this to a Man 
who looked upon the Gout as the Source 
of his Infirmities! That he might not 
go to America without reaping all poſ- 
ſible Advantages from ſuch a Voyage, 
he bethought himſelf of making a Com- 


pany, and accordingly engaged with 


ſome Friars, a few Traders, and ſome 


Her Mother ſtanding in nave of 
powerful Friends, went without Scru- 
ple to a Houſe where ſhe might find 


| ſome among many of the firſt Rank of 


both Sexes, who frequented it. Made- 


moiſelle d' Aubignt, whoſe Gown was 


apo nd bluſhed when ſhe was intro- 
duced 


Wits, among whom was Segrais. 
But this Project was diſconcerted by 
enn d T 


8 


cms 


duced, and being ſenſible of the Al 


teration in her Countenance, could not 
refrain from crying. Scaron moved 
at the Sight of a young Maid in T ears, 
cheared her up with ſome of his merry 
Sallies. This Viſit, which on the Part 
of the Lady was only Matter of De- 
corum and Politeneſs, and Curioſity on 
the Part of Scaron, paved the Way to 4 
"__ ſerious WH A | 


Madam d Aubignt died, and left two 
deſtitute Orphans. Her Daughter ſhut 
herſelf up three Months in a little Room 
at Niort, giving free Vent to her Grief; 
Madam de Neuillant placed the Son as 


2 9 in a great F amily. 


Mademoiſelle A Aubignt had con- 
tracted an intimate Friendſhip in Paris 
with Mademoiſelle de Saint Hermant, to 
whom her Misfortunes had endeared 
Her : She wrote to her now and then, 
and in the moſt agreable Stile. Ha- 
ving in one of her Letters paid a 

C5 Compli- 
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Ll ampliment to Scaron, Mademoiſelle 


 & St; Hermant ſhewed it to him. 


What] ery'd the Poet, here's 
© a Girl as careful to conceal her Wit, 
© as the reſt of her Sex are forward to 
s diſplay theirs. Is it at Martinico that 
© ſhe has learned to write thus elegantly? * 
He wrote her a very polite Epiſtle, in 


drew her into a Correſpondence, the 
Conſequences of which he did. not then 
fareſeo. 


— Cat et © 


Paris, and Madam de Neuillant placed 


her in the Monaſtery of the Ur/ulines in 
St. James's- Street, from whence the 
often ſent for her to her Houfe, and 


alſo frequently took her to Scarey's. 


This little Man had a noble and a tender 
Heart, but his Diſcernment was til} 
more exquiſite: The Charms of the 
young Lady made an Impreſſion on 
him, and the Misfortunes of ber Mo- 


ther, which were not concealed frem 


%. 


. 
him, excited Compaſſion: But the 
Accomplifhments of her Mind put 
dim into Raptures. He ceaſed to be 
gay the Moment he began to be in 
Love, becauſe he durſt not declare his 
Sentiments; for what could a Man, as 
diſordered in his Affairs as in his 
Health, pretend to the moſt ſenſible 


e N | 


He had a Rival: M. de Chevrenſe 
woas fmmitten with the ſame Charms, and 
was not ſo baſhful as Scaron; but Ma- 
dam de Neuillant rightly judging, that 
this young Lord's Deſigns were not 
honeſt, ſhe kept him at a diſtance, and 
forbid her young Kinfwoman ever to 
ſee him more. 


Scaron ck e eee of it; he 
rather grew more reſpectful and ſub- 
miſſive, as he durſt not venture to 
make Overtures which would have ren- 
dered him ridiculous. His Muſe _ 


moſt amiable Maid he bad ever 


(36) 
him amends for his Silence; he ſung 
his Miſtreſs under the Name of Sylvia 
and Cloris, in ſo ſerious a Strain, as 
ſufficiently diſcovered how Ser 


he loved her. 


& 


Runde for him, he was informed 
that Mademoiſelle d' Aubignò ſuffered a 
great deal from her Relation, who em- 
bittered her Benefactions with a harſh 
Behaviour and frequent Reproaches. 
This Diſcovery made him bolder, and 
being one Day alone with her, he re- 
preſented to her how much ſhe was to 
be pitied, to depend for every thing 
onthe Humanity of Madam de Neuillant, 
who had but little of that Virtue in 
her, and whom, too, ſhe might ſoon loſe. 
If ſhe ſhould fail you,” ſaid he, what. 
* would become of you? You would 
become a Prey to Indigence, or re- 
< duced to a ſervile Condition worſe. 
than Poverty. If, to make ſure of a 
< Subſiſtence for Life, you have a mind. 
to be a Nun, I offer to pay your 
* Dowry : 


2 


(37), 
© Dowry.: If you are inclined to mar- 
* ry, I can offer you nothing but my 
Fortune, which is indeed very indif- 
« ferent, and my Figure, which is much 
* worſe. But conſider, that nothing but 
the higheſt Eſteem for you, could ever 
have made me dream of Matrimony.* 


Mademoiſelle d Aubignt anſwered, 
that ſhe would. freely accept the Station 
that ſhould put her in a way to demon- 
ftrate to him her Gratitude, provided 
Madam ge Neuillant conſented to it. 


Scaron went the ſame Evening to aſk. 
that Lady's Conſent, who readily grant- 
ed it, that ſhe: might get rid of her + 
The only Objection ſne made to his 
Requeſt was her Age; and it was re- 
ſolved that the Nuptials ſhould nat be 
celebrated. in. leſs than two. Years.. 

It certainly required an uncommon 
Degree of Fortitude'to reſolve to marry, 

a 


cw), 
a Man diſabled in his Limbs, and 
without a Fortune; though in other 


reſpects the Match was no Diſparage- 


ment o her. 


Paul Scarox was of 9 Fa- 


mily of that Name, who had made a : 


Figure in the Law, and derived an ad- 
ditional Luſtre from Affinity with great 


Houſes. His Uncle was Biſhop of 


Grenoble, and. his Father a Counſellor 
in the Parliament of Paris. He was 
born at a Juncture fortunate enough 
to hope for an eaſy Life, very diffe- 
rent from that to which he was re- 
duced : In ſhort, he was. Heir to an 
annual Revenue of twenty: thoufand 


Livres. The firſt adverſe Stroke of 


Fortune was the Death of his Mother. 
The Counſellor foon grew weary. of 
Widowhood, and took for his fecond 
Partner Frances de Plaix, by whom he 
had three Children. This ſecond Wife 


took advantage of the Weakneſs of her 


Huſband, who. was the beſt natured 
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Man living, but not the beſt of Fa- 


chers: She began early to perfecute the 
Children of the firſt Marriage, applied 
Part of the Eſtate in an unnatural Man- 
ner, and took Meaſures to appropriate 
the Remainder to her own Uſe. 


Young Sceron hated by his diſhoneſt 
Step-Mother, and made a Sacrifice 
of by his Father for the Sake of 
Peace at Home, put on the Band, 
but without engaging in Eccleſiaſtical 


Orders. He was of ſmall Stature, but 


well made, full of Fire and Vivacity, 
always facetious in Converſation. He 


lodged in the Marais, à Part of the 


Town always inhabited by Families of 
Note, whoſe eaſy Life was ſpent in the 
Amuſements of ingenious Idleneſs. Here 
Aſſemblies were held and Clubs formed; 


where a witty Abbe of a reputable Fa- 


mily could not fail of __ n 
with Pleafure. 
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A certain Turn of Mind "ht pre- 


vailed, abounding with witty Mirth, 
variegated according to the different 
Capacities of the Perſons that compoſed 
thoſe Societies, whoſe chief Buſineſs was 


Pleaſure. Some Ladies, ſuch as the 
celebrated Marion de Lorme, the Counteſs 


de la Sue, the immortal Ninon de Lenclos, 
had conſtantly at their Houſes a nume- 
rous Circle, drawn thither by their 
Charms: In theſe Aſſemblies there was 


Wit, an exquiſite Taſte, a voluptuous 


Morality, and a methodical Epicuriſm : 
They made delicate Suppers, but took 
Care to baniſh Noiſe and Buitle. | It 


was in this School that Chapelle, Saint 
Evremend, Voiture, Sarrazin improved 


themſelves. It. could hardly be ex- 
pected that the Abbe Scaron ſhould 
acquire the Spirit of his Calling and Sta- 


tion in ſuch a Seminary ; and indeed he 


never had it: His Temper and Com- 


plexion oppoſed it, by ſhewing him the 
moſt Pleaſant and ludicrous Side in all 
Objects. 


4 
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Objects. Long and acute Diſeaſes never 
brought him to a ſerious Way of 
thinking, they only afforded him Matter 
for a kind of Burleſque, which a fine 


Genius even in perfect Health could 
hardly be * of. | 


A? young Man of this Turn of Mind, 
without Sedateneſs, without Tempe- 
rance, and eager for Pleaſures of every 
Kind, lived very faſt. Till the Age of 
Twenty- ſeven he enjoyed a good State 
of Health, and was well enough ſhaped 
(as he ſays in a Letter to Marigni) to 
| deſerve the Reſpe& of the Boiſbroberts 
of his Time: But high living, turning 
Night into Day, and intriguing with 
Women, ruined thoſe Legs that had 
danced fo well, and thoſe Hands that 
had handled the Pencil and touched the 
Lute with no ordinary Skill; in ſhort, 
theſe Courſes deſtroyed a nimble, 
flexible Body and a good Conſtitution. 
An acrid Lympha preyed upon his 
N we, and baffled all the Skill of the 

_ 


(42) 

Phyſicians : The Sciatica, Rheumariin, 
Gout, and other Diſtempers ſeized him 
ſometimes ſucceſſively, ſometimes all at 
once, and made of the poor Abbe an 
Epitome of human Miſery. He could 
no longer frequent thoſe agreeable 
Meetings where ſprightly Converſa- 
tions, which he had often enlivened 
with his merry Jokes and witty Sallies, - 
might for a while have made him in- 
ſenſible: of his Infirmities. He made 
himſelf apends _ this Loſs 05 com- 
. fone end ingenvous, Thoughts 
and idle Fancies that came into a Mind 
ſuperior to all his Diſeaſes ; and there- 
by he fell into that Stile which ſo many 
Authors have endeavoured to. imitate, 
but which none after him have been 
able to come up to. 


Anne af Auſtria had at her Court 
2 certain Number of young Ladies, 
amiable not only for their perſonal 
Charms, but alſo for an Air of Coque- 


tune did not 
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try which ſcarcely went farther than the 
Mind. This was the Humour of that 
Court. Gombaut, Voiture, Benſerade, had 
brought polite Poetry in Vogue among 
them, the Queen's Attendants being 
commonly the Divinities of thoſe Wits. 
Scaron, who had been acquainted with 
one of them when he lived in the 
Marais, knew them all, and was pro- 
tected by Mademoiſelle de Hautfort in 
particular, who ſpoke of him to the 
Queen, and ſo much to his Advantage, 


that her W had the en a 
ſee him, 7 


Though Abbe 8 was * 
enough in the Loſs of his Health, For- 
ſtop there: His Father, 

in a Fit of imprudent Zeal engaged 
with ſome Counſellors to traverſe in the 
Parliament certain Projects, which 
Richelieu had very much at Heart: He 
declaimed vehemently againſt an Edict 
Vbich the Court preſſed the Parliament 
to; 


| ( 44 ) 
to regiſter. * Richelieu was not a Man 
to be offended with Impunity : He ba- 
niſhed Old Scaron to Touraine. The 


— 


Dear Thouſand Crowns, untimely loſt, 
(Alas! how greatly to my Coſt !) 
How many Pains, which now I rue, 
Had J eſcap'd, poſſeſſing you. 
WII tells me, trembling, pale and wan, 
cc Sir, all our Logs are burnt and gone, 
% Me have no more, I hear him ſay, 
« Than what will ſerve us for to Day.” 
Quickly L.curſe my cruel Fate, 
And wiſh the Froſt was not ſo great; 
I curſe the Wood, its Price lament, 
So dearly bought, ſo quickly ſpent ; 
T curſe my blund'ring Father's Fault, 
Who, without due ſufficient Thought, 
Doing, alas! he knew not what, 
Beneath. an evil Star begot 
Jil-fated me, and for a Joke, 
Undid me by a ſingle Stroke. 
By one ill-turn'd Diſcourſe of Wit 
Againſt a late tyrannic Writ, 
But begging Pardon of his Satire 
His Wit to me was but Ill Nature. 
Epiſtle to Pelliſon. 
Abbe 


= 
Abbe took Care not to appear before 
that Miniſter while his Anger was 'yet 
boiling ; he gave him Time to cool; 
but when he perceived he had Friends 
at Court, he judged he might venture 
a Petition to the Cardinal : He flattered 
him, he pleaſed him, and would have 
ſoftened him, had not his Eminency's 
Death, which happened a Month after, 
blaſted his Hopes. 


The unfortunate old Man died in 
Exile: A conſiderable Inheritance was 
to have fallen to his Son ; but Chica- 
nery intervened, and to Law they went. 
He facetiouſly pleaded in a Cauſe, where 
his whole Fortune was at Stake, and 
ſtudied more to make the Judges laugh, 


than to convince them of the Juſtice 
of his Claims. 


His Friend Mademoiſelle de Haute- 
ford, prevailed again on the Queen 
Regent to ſee him, and he begged that 
an Office might be erected in his Fa- 

vour, 
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your, under the Denomination of hee 


Majeſty's Patient: The Queen fmiled, 
and granted him that Poſt. He made 
Intereſt for an Abbey, which was denied 
him, becauſe he was incapable of per- 
forming any Functions: It was on this 


Occaſion he ſaid, that he ſhould be 


glad to have a ſimple Benefice, but fo 
ſimple, fo very fimple, that all the Ser- 
vice required ſhould be only to believe 

in God. 


He ad red to make his new 
Poſt under the Queen turn to.good Ac- 
count. He praiſed and flattered Maza- 
rin, who obtained him a Penſion of 


' 500 Crowns, for which he was very ill 


requited. He compoſed a Piece intitled 
Typhon, dedicated it to the Cardinal, 
and waited on him with it, When an 


Author is not rich, he can hardly for- 


give an unſucceſsful Dedication : He 
therefore ſuppreſſed' the Sonnet, and 
ſubſtituted a very ſatirical one in the 
room of it. He attached himſelf to 


= 
the Prince of Conde, whoſe Victories 
he celebrated, and to the Coadjutor de 
Retz, to whom he dedicated the firſt 
Part of his Comical Romance, the only 
Book of his that will ever be in Re- 
queſt. His Houſe was frequented by 
Perſons of the greateſt Diſtinction; and 
that Archbiſhop (de Retz) often went 
to viſit him, to ſharpen his Wit; and 
lay by him on a little yellow Bed, to 


diſcourſe of other Matters beſides the 


Cabals of the Faction called the Fronde. 


Scaron had always two Things in 
View in his Dedications; Protectors for 
Futurity, and Money for his. preſent 
Neceſſities. He had Occaſion for the 
latter, to ſupport his Houſe on the 
Footing he had put it : The Company 


that frequented it was numerous, though 


well choſen: There the Coadjutor aſſem- 
bled the Factious; thither the Wits re- 
forted as to an Academy; and young 


Smarts were drawn to it by the — 


try of his Siſters. 
1 | * 
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% 
Scaron was not dumb at thoſe 
Meetings. He delighted in Satire, and 
hated the Cardinal Miniſter: Example 
was a farther Encouragement tohim, and 
Burleſque-was in vogue: Witty Sayings 
and ſmart Jokes flowed ſpontaneouſly, 
and poetical Darts were launched from 
every Hand againſt Mazarin. His 


Eminency read all thoſe Pieces, paſſed - 


Judgment on them as impartially as if 
they had been levelled at any other Per- 
ſon, praiſed ſome, and laughed over 
ſuch as were ingenious; in this, but in- 
deed only in this, much ſuperior to 


Nicblieu, who laid Satire too much to 


Heart. But this Indifference forfook 


him when he ſaw the Mazarinade : The 


other Pieces had touched him but very 


| flightly; this wounded him in the moſt 


ſenſible Part; it laid before him all the 
Crimes he had committed, and all the 
Affronts and Mortifications he had re- 
ceived. Mazarin revenged himſelf by 
ſuppreſſing the Author's Penſion. I 

| could 


\ 
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could have wiſhed, ſaid Scaron to have 
ſuppreſſed myſelf. In vain he ſued 
for Pardon to the Queen and the Car- 
dinal; the Penſion was not reſtored. 
He was then obliged to have recourſe 
to Fouguet, the Mecænas of the Learned, 
but a Mecænas who, in rewarding their 


Labours, did not mortify their Vanity 
and Self. Love. 


1 The Stage, which then began to be 
the Patrimony of indigent Poets, made 
him amends for the Loſs of his Penſion. 
Jodelet and Don Japhet had a prodi- 
gious Run; a Succeſs that does much 


more Honour to the Author than ww. 
the Age he lived in. 


| His Relations, who had diſputed his 
Eſtate with him when they thought him 
friendleſs, reſtored him Part of it when 
they ſaw he had Protectors. A Pre- 
bend in the Dioceſe of Mans compleated 
a Proviſion for his Wants: His Works 
Produced him a handſome Income, 
5 wen 
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which he called his Marquiſate of 
bs Ainet, the Name of his Bookſeller. 


— 


He lodged in St. Louis Ser: His 
Apartment was elegantly furniſhed. 
Curioſity was commonly the Motive to 
the f rſt Viſits, which were made as to a 
kind of Rarity, or very ſingular Perſon; 
but they were afterwards repeated, as to 

 anagreeable Companion; and the greateſt 
Courtiers of both Sexes did not think 
much of climbing the third Story, where 
they found a Man replete with Wit, 
good Humour and Infirmities. 


His Head ever hanging down upon 5 
his Breaſt, and his Knees always bent a 
by a Contraction of the Nerves, gave 
him exactly the Form of a Z. 


He wrote either upon his Knees, or 
on a Board which reſted on two Iron 
Branches fixed to his Elbow Chair. | 


Abun- 
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| Fil wel of People * oaks 
that he was really like one of thoſe 
Cripples that ſhuffle along in a Bowl: 
Portraits have been made, where he 
was repreſented with his Legs placed 
round a wooden Bowl fitted to his 


- Breech; and ſome even drew him with- 


out Thighs: The whole ſet on a 
Table; over his Head a Cap hung 
by a Cord, which he took off by ſtooping 
a little, and put on again by placing 
| himſelf perpendicularly under it, and 
letting it fall down with the Help of the 
Cord which ran through a Pully. But 
he was not ignorant of theſe Jokes, and 
was the firſt to laugh at them in the 
Picture he drew of himſelf. 


The Deformities of his Body were 
compenſated by the Qualities of his 


Soul. He had a Heart ſuſceptible of 


Tenderneſs, a lively Imagination that 
ſet every Thing in a ridiculous Light, 
an inexhauſtible Fund of Mirth, much 


"Ba: Patience 


! 
: 
v 
| * 
— 


( 52 ) 


Patience in Afflictions, and a great 


deal of Fortitude under his Infirmities: 


He could be poor without Peeviſhneſs 
or Dejection, ſick with Gayety, ſatirical 


without Malice, indolent without ne- 
glecting his Intereſt, and choleric with- 
out Rancour. | 


Such was the Huſband that Made- 
moiſelle d Aubigns, at the Age of fifteen, - 


accepted. Scaron's chief Care was to 
ſhorten the Term he had agreed upon 


with Madam de Neuillant, and ſhe 
condeſcended to remit him a whole 
Year. >: 


(= 


- Mademoiſelle 4 Aubign made Ac- 


quaintance with Mademoiſelle de Len- 
clos: They were not of the ſame Tem- 


per nor of the ſame Genius; the one was 
always gay and facetious, the other in- 


clinable to Seriouſneſs; Ninon loved 


"nothing but Pleaſure, Mademoi ſelle 


ee liked Pleaſure and Virtue: 
Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, they tenderly loved each 
other, and ſoon had but one Bed. 


M. de Villar peaux, the handſomeſt 
and the gayeſt Man at Court, loved 
Ninon, and was beloved by her with a 
Conſtancy which ſurprized every body 
that knew the Syſtem of Caquetry and 
Voluptuouſneſs which Ninon had adopt- 


ed. Mademoiſelle # Aubigne, who was 
as handſome, and younger, rendered 
him unfaithful. Ninon pardoned that 
Infidelity in her Lover, and this Trea- 
chery in her Friend, and would needs 
be their Confident; whereby ſhe learned 
that Mademoiſelle 4 Aubigne's Heart 
was not ſo ſenſible as her own, and that 
Villarceaux was very preſſing, and very 
little regarded : Nettled at this Indiffe- 
rence, which was a tacit Reproach to 
her Attachment, ſhe ated in Concert 
with Villarpeaux, omitted nothing that 
might gain him the Affection of her 
Friend, and employed all the Stratagems 
of a Genius fertile in Reſſources and 
5 D 3 formed 
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Formed for Intrigues. But ſhe could 
not extort from her onetender Sentiment, 
nor a kind Look for the Man ſhe adored: 
She had the Vexation to perceive, that 
a Perfon might be very well qualified to 
fix the Heart of the fickle Ninon, and 
yet not be worthy of a Look from the 
virtuous Aubigne. | 


In the mean while Scaron waited im- 
patiently for a Felicity which he could 
but little enjoy. His Marriage deprived 
him of his Prebend in the Dioceſe of 
Mans: His Friend Menage having a 
Valet de Chambre who deſigned him- 
ſelf for the Church, Scaron reſigned his 
Benefice to him for a thouſand Crowns; 
2a ſimoniacal Traffick indeed! but ex- 
cuſeable in thoſe Times, when a rapa- 
cious Cardinal publicxly made Sale of 
all Benefices that were at the Court's 
Diſpoſal. 228 

He had not laid aſide the Thoughts 
of a Voyage to Martinico; be ſtill reck- 

oned 
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oned upon recovering his Health in 
that Iſland, and conſidered this Kind 
of Reſurrection as a neceflary Prepara- 
tion for the Pleaſures he expected from 
his Marriage : and 1t was with a View 
to procure himſelf ſuch great Bleſſings 
that he put a thouſand Crowns into the 
Funds of the Company of Cayenne, ne- 
gotiated his Benefice, and ſold a little 
Eſtate that lay near Amboi/e. 


Happily for him that Eſtate lay con- 
venient for M. Nuble, Advocate in the 
Parliament. The Bargain was ſtruck 
at eighteen thouſand Livres: The Con- 
veyance being made and the Money 
paid, Nubléè went down into the Coun- 
try, and found the Eſtate much better 
than he imagined when he purchaſed 
it. He got it ſurveyed and eſtimated, 
and it was valued at twenty four thou- 
ſand Livres. Who would not have 
bleſſed his Stars for ſo good a Bargain ? 
The Advocate returned to Paris, called 


4 upon 
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upon Scaron, and ſaid to him, You 
thought your Eſtate worth no more than 
© eighteen thouſand Livres; it is really 
© yalued at fix thouſand more, and here's 
the Money for you: I cannot in Con- 
© ſcience take Advantage of your Miſ- 
take.“ I relate this Fact as an Inftance 
of nice Honour, very rare in our Times : 
The Greets and Romans would have 


thought it worthy of a Place in their 
Annals. 


Scaron required Mademoiſelle 4 Au- 
bigne to make a formal Abjuration of 
the Errors of her Fathers, though ſhe 
had already renounced them at Mort: 
He doubtleſs wanted to appear in the 
honourable Light of a Convertor, to 
ſome pious Perſons who might be uſe- 


ful to him. | 


They were married in 1651. Some 
Days before, he faid to a Friend 
* Though I ſhall do no fooliſh Things 
© to her, I will teach her a great many.” 

He 


(7.9 
He hadthen nothing that he could move 
freely but his Eyes,. his Tongue, . and 
his Hands. Mademoiſelle  Aubigne 
was rather his Companion than his 
Wife. 
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CH IV, 
From the Year 165 1 to 1660. 
SC AIR O 's Houſe was the Ren- 


dezvous of good Company: His 
Wife did not make them keep aloof; 


| the poſſeſſed in a ſupreme Degree the 


Gift of Converſation; the Honour of 
being admitted to it was much coveted; 
and nothing was more common than to 
fend down Word to Princes, Dukes 
and great Officers of the Crown, that 
for the preſent they received no Viſits. * 


Vivonne, Mata, Grammont, Cbatillon, 
Charleval, Marigni, du Rincy, Mioſſens, 
Elhenne, aſſiduouſly frequented their 
Houſe; and of the other Sex, Madam 


* v. Lett. from Scaron to M. de Villette. 
| * 


_. a - 
de Martel, Mademoiſelle de Scuderi, 
Madam de Coulanges, Mademoiſelle 
Bocquet, the Counteſs de la Suze, the 
-Marchioneſs de Sevigne, the Ducheſs: 
de Chevreuſe. There the rough Sons of 


Mars mingled with the Beaux: Thither 
the Gentleman of the Robe repaired to 
unbend his Mind after the Fatigues of 
the Bench and the Bar; the Man of 
Letters, to ſmooth his Brow and ſhake 
off the wild awkward Air contracted 
by intenſe Application; ; the Courtier, 


to unlearn N and U aſide 


Deceit. 

Scaron loved Feaſting and Merriment, 
and frequently had little Suppers in 
his Apartment, at which a genteel, yet. 
ſmart Gayety preſided. There was no- 
Table in France that could vye with. 
his in thoſe merry Flights. and idle 
Chat, without which all Converſation. 
muſt at length droop and break off. 
Every one ordered his own Diſh ; ſo- 
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that there was Variety enou gh, though 
no rr Courſes. 


The Diſcourſe of thoſe Wits was ex- 
tremely looſe, ſuch being the Taſte of 
the Maſter of the Houſe. His Wife 
by her virtuous and modeſt Carriage, 
kept the young Lords ſo much in Awe, 
that a Change was effected. She ſuf- 
fered a great deal from her Huſband's 


licentious Stile. He was agreeable 


and diverting in all Things, even in 
Grief and Anger; becauſe the burleſque 
Side of every Thing occurring to his 
Mind, he expreſſed like a. Flaſh of 

Lightning whatever his Imagination, 
ever warm and ever ingenuous, repre- 
' ſented to kim; But he was exceſſively 
unguarded in his Expreſſions and filthy 
in his Narrations, taking God's Name in 
vain, and like an arrant Cynic painting 
every Object in the moſt ſhameful Co- 
lours. The Piety and Modeſty of Ma- 
dam Scaron could not put up with ſuch 
Language: She ſet herſelf to correct it, 

| and 
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and partly ſucceded; but till he re- 
tained enough of it to ſhock chaſte 


Ears, and make an upright Heart 
wp wen 


5 One Day as her Huſband was ac= 
quainting his Friends - with the Mea- 
ſures he had taken to ſettle his Affairs, 
Segrais, who was one of the Company, 
ſaid to him, That it was not enough to 
be married; That he ſhould have a 
Child at leaſt, and aſked him, whether 
he thought himſelf able to get one. To 
which Scaron anſwered with a Laugh, 
Do you aim at doing me that Kind- 
* neſs? I have Maugin here, who 
can do me ſuch a Piece of Service in 
© an Inſtant.” This Maugin was his 
Valet de Chambre, a good natured 
P ellow trained to his Humour, * Mau- 
Fin, ſaid he before the Company, 
Art thou not willing and able to get 
© my Wife with Child ?? Yes indeed, 
Sir, if Godpleaſes,? anſwered Maugin 
with an Air of Sunplicity that made 


the 
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che Company laugh heartily. Scaron 
thought this Scene ſo pleaſant, that he 
often repeated it. 


Hence let che Reader judge of all the 
 Mortifications to which her delicate Spi- 
rit was expoſed. Every Hour her Ears 
were ſhocked with obſcene Sounds ; 
Modeſty being no more reſpected in his 
Houſe, than it is in thoſe infamous 
Places where Debauchery infects every 
Phraſe and Sentence. He ſometimes 
Faid to her, I would have you be as 
inſenſible as a Lacedemonian Lady; 

you cannot be ſcreened by me; you 
© muſt therefore be pq T7 = 

7 Oe Virtue.” * id t 


* . 


Madam Scaron, 3 at 5 * 
when her Sex love nothing but laughing 
and joking, faw. with ſecret Vexation 
that this Was her Huſband's ſole Oc- 
cupation. Being naturally ſerious, ſhe 
was offended at Mirth: which ſne often 
-thought ill timed: It was too frequent 

| nor 


not to be diſguſtful; it was rather the 
Mirth of a Harlequin than that of a 
well - bred Man. This wanton, bur- 
leſque Strain made People take a 
king to him, and at the ſame Time 
rendered him deſpicable: They could 

not but look upon him rather as an 

| agreeable Companion than as an efti- 

mable Man; for how is it poſſible to 


reſpect them that don't reſpect them- 
telves ? 2 | 


There was nothing ſhe dreaded more 
than 'Contempt, and was always appre- 
henſive that ſome Part of that Contempt 
in which they muſt needs hold Scaron, 
would rebound upon her. He ſought 
to pleafe by his Gayety! ſhe ſtudied to 
pleaſe only by her Modeſty : She took 
notice of all his Words, watched all 

his Actions, and ſeemed to have no other 

Care than to repair or prevent the Da- 

mage ſhe received from her Huſband's 

Humour. Though ſimple, natural, 

and without Reſerve or Diſguiſe to ſuch 
as 
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as ſhe could truſt, ſhe aſſumed an Air o 
Gravity and Grandeur, admirably well 
ſupported by her majeſtic Figure, with 
thoſe that ſhe had but a ſlight Know- 
ledge of. Always confined within the 
narrow Bounds of a ſevere Decorum, 
the did not allow the leaft Familiarity 
to her beſt Friends, being ſenſible that 
the moſt innocent Familiarity is the 


| Bane of Reſpect and the flow Poiſon 
of Friendſhip. | 


Her predominant Paſſion was the 
Love of Glory : leaven'd with Vanity, 
as greedy of Eſteem as her Huſband 
diſregarded it, more delighted with 


reigning by her Virtue than pleaſing by 


her Beauty, riſing above all thoſe fri- 
volous Objects which ſeem to be the 
Appenage of her Sex rather through 
Self-Love than from Principles, ſhe 
ſtudied to diſtinguiſh herſelf, and ac- 
'-quire a Reputation, At the Repaſts 
made at her Houſe ſhe regularly ob- 
ſerved the Faſts and Days of Abſtinence 


L from 


. 

from Fleſh : During Lent ſhe lived upon 
nothing but Beans and Herrings, while 
Scaron and his Gueſts indulged their 
Palate with the niceſt Ragoos and fineſt 
Wines. I was not then happy enough 
(as ſhe often ſaid afterwards) to do 
© this meerly for God's Sake, but I 
* wanted to be eſteemed : A Defire to 

get a Name was my Paſſion, and no- 
body ever carried it farther : This 
Ambition made me ſuffer Martyr- 
dom by continual Conſtraints: and 

perhaps it was in his Anger that God 

granted me what I wiſhed for: I 
wanted Eulogies and Honours, and 1 
© have had them in Profuſton.* Her 
Piety, which at firſt was only a Tinc- 
ture of Vanity, became inſenſibly ſin- 
cere and profound. When we perform 
our Duties without knowing the Ex- 
tent and Neceſſity of them, we eaſily 
adhere to them ; but when we come ta 


know them, we love them and diſcharge 
them with Cheerfulneſs., 


She | s 


Rd 


She ſtood in need of all her Vir- 
tue to bear up under the Vexations 
incident to her Situation. Scaron had 
taken under his Roof his two Siſters of 
the firſt Marriage: The youngeſt was 
witty and handſome, and her Coquetry 


aàttracted the moſt amiable and moſt _ 


dangerous young Courtiers. In vain 
did Madam Scaron exhort her by her 
Diſcourſes and her Example, to fol- 
low the Paths of Wiſdom; Inclina- 
tion and Conſtitution prevailed over 
her Admonitions, Intrigues ſtill went 
on, and the Duke de Tremes was the 
happy Man. Scaron was not ignorant 
of his Siſter's Paſſion, and while his 
Wife deplored it, he was the firſt to 
make a Jeſt of it. Somebody who 
knew that the Duke often viſited him, 
and had Occaſion for that Noblem an's 
Protection, came to Scaron, and en- 
treated his good Word towards it. But 
Scaron bluntly ſaid to him, Tou are 
under a Miſtake; *tis not to me you 

are 


0] 
are to apply; go up to my Siſter, 
her Intereſt with him is greater than 
mine.“ This Inclination exceeded 
the Bounds of ordinary Gallantry : A 
Son was the Fruit of it, who was chriſ- 
tened by the Name of Eſtrumel. The 
Duke de Tremes grew fonder afterwards, 


and his Paſſion for the Mother laſted 

till Death. Scaron called the Child his 
N ephew, and, in ſpight of all the Pre- 
cautions of his Wife to conceal this 
Commerce, he made it public. This 
Nephew afterwards changed the Name 
of Eſtrumel for that of Fontenay, and 
married Anne de Thibourt, of a noble 
and ancient Family. He was Equerry 
to Madam de Maintenon, and had two 
Daughters, whom ſhe placed at St. 
oh en 


A ſingular Chance afforded Madam 
Scaron an Opportunity to diſplay her 
Humanity to a Lady whom her Huſ- 
. band had tenderly loved in his Youth: 
Her Name was Celeſte de Palaiſeau : She 

proved 


(68) 
rel faithleſs, and left him for a rich 
Man, who had promiſed her Marriage. 


Mademoiſelle de Palaiſeau yielded to 
the Deſires of that new Lover, whoſe 
warm Affection ſoon cooled. She re- 
quired the Performance of his Promiſe, 
and he refuſed it. The Affair made a 
Noiſe; Madam Scaron made her Friends 
ſtir in it, but they could obtain no- _ 
thing. However ſhe did not give it 
over, and ſet Vardes and Souvre to 
work, who made up Matters by en- 
gaging the Lover to give his Miſtreſs 
Forty thouſand Livres. She gave uſe- 
ful Counſels to that unfortunate Per- 
fon, inſpired her with a Reliſh for Re- 
tirement, and prevailed on her to go 
and deplore her Folly in the Convent 
of the Conception. The Nuns, who 
were then building, joyfully received a 
Novice that brought them ſo conſider- 


able and ſo neceſſary a Dowry: But 
they could not keep within Bounds, 
and run themſelves ſo deep in Debt, 
by enlarging and beautifying their 

H ouſe, 
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Houſe, that they were reduced to Bank- 
ruptcy. The Convent was delivered 
up to the Creditors, and the Nuns 
turned out by Couples to ſhift where 
they could. In this Extremity Made- 
moiſelle de Palaiſeau remembered Sca- 
ron's former Tenderneſs; and this Re- 
membrance, which, in ſtrict and ſevere 
Morality, ought to have induced the 
Lady to ſhun him, was the very Thing 
that encouraged her to ſeek him. Ma- 
dam Scaron received her with her Com- 
panion, and entertained her till, by 
the Intereſt of her Friends, ſhe had 
procured her a Priory of 2000 Livres 
per Annum. But this Woman was 
deſtined . to die of Hunger, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking : She was ſo weak as to re- 
ſign her Priory to one of her female 

Friends, who took no Care of her 

while in Health, and in Sickneſs let 
her die for Want of Phyſicians and a 
Diet fit for one in her Condition. 


All 


=. || „ 


All the diſtinguiſned Wits in Paris 
were earneſt to be admitted into Scaron's 
Company. He had about him Cour- 
tiers of the firſt Rank, and they be- 
held in him a Man of the Profeſſion 

who was not their Rival. Scaron was 
no Man's Competitor; as he had a Ge- 
nius peculiar to himſelf, Nobody aim- 
ed at imitating him: He did not create 
Envy, becauſe the Characteriſtic of his 
Works produced Surprize, but no Ad- 

miration. His moſt intimate Acquain- 
tance were Menage, Pelliſſon, Sarraſin, 
Des Yueteaux, La Menardiere, Henault, 
Segrais, the Abbe de Franquetot, Mon- 
treuil, La Sabliere, the Abbe Teſtu. In 
theſe little Aſſemblies they canvaſſed, 
without Pedantry and without Obſtinacy, 
Queſtions in Philoſophy, Morality and 
Literature, and often reverſed the De- 
crees of the Academy. They did not, 
as in other Societies, make Diſſerta- 
tions on Modes, nor analize Sentiments, 
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Rambouillet : * hey ſpoke good Senſe, 
and criticiſed the Works of the Day ; ; 
Scaron always read his new Compoſi- 


tions to he Company, and this he 
called trying his Books. 


4 

Madam . had the happieſt Ta- 
lents in the World; an eaſy and cor- 
rect Expreſſion, lively Ideas, a ſolid 
Way of reaſoning, and a refined Taſte. 
Hence judge of the Progreſs ſne made 
in this School. In a little Time ſhe 


became the Wonder and Admiration 


of her Maſters: Thoſe who had moſt 
Wit and Senſe, were them that found 
moſt in her. Thus, without being ſen- 
ſible of it, ſhe was laying the Founda- 
tion of that Fortune, which her Genius 
Was to raiſe to the higheſt Pitch. 


In Proportion as her Taſte improved, 
ſne inſenſibly acquired a Kind of Sove- 
reignty over her Huſband's Lucubrati- 
ons: She ſcanned them with a rigid 
* and he readily” acquieſced 


in 
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in her Judgment : And indeed what 
he wrote after his Marriage, is more 
correct, more guarded, and more de- 
licate than the Compoſitions prior to 
that Epoch: Such are the laſt Books 
of Virgil Traveſted, the Sequel of the 
* Comical Romance, Leander and Hero, 
Works poſterior to the Year 1651. 


After having gained an Aſcendant 
over his Mind, it was no hard Taſk to 
influence his Heart. She reformed his 
Manners with as much Succeſs as ſhe 
corrected his Writings, and habituated 
him to a certain Decency, which, with- 
out cramping his merry Vein, made 
his Satire leſs offenſive. When ſhe 
faw him in the Humour to tranſ- 
greſs the Rules of Modeſty, or that 
the Company were not to her Taſte, 


ſhe abſconded a-few Mi inutes from -her 
— 1 


ET 4 


738 Somebody made the following Predic- 
tion on that Book : Caneſcet . innumera- 


Sla- 


bilibus. 


4) 
Slavery, and went to viſit ſome n 
Friend, * 


Scaron had too little Economy not 
to break in upon his Capital : and that , 
Capital was not conſiderable enough to 
bear frequent Breaches. He was ſoon 
reduced to a few Annuities for Life. 
The Pieces he wrote for the Stage had 
not filled his Pockets: The Produce 
of his Books ſerved only to diſcharge 


4 —— 
* 


* Beſides the Ruin Winter brings, 
I'm compaſs'd round by flutt' ring Things, 
Dabblers in Wit, with Senſes froze, 
And colder than Norweyan Snows : 
My Wife too leaves me at the Stake, 
Nor will the painful Taſk partake, 
Calls for her Gloves and Capuchin, 
And gads Abroad a Goffiping, 

The! when Pve better Company, 
As Rinci, or D'ELBENE, or Thee, 
The Huſſy never ſerves me ſo, 
Nor ever once attempts to go. 


Epillle to Palin. 


E ſome 
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Ffome Debts and provide for the 
moſt urgent Neceſſities. Every Day 
new Difficulties occurred, and Madam 


Scaron was a hundred Times reduced 
to the Neceſſity of pawning her Clothes 
to buy Bread or Fewel. Books, Verſes, 
Jeſts, Adulation, Dedications, were the 
Funds on which his Subſiſtence de- 
pended. Poor without Meanneſs, and 
unfortunate without Dejection, ſhe was 
never heard to complain. of her Lot, 
nor murmur againſt her Huſband : She 
had early formed her Soul to that true 
Courage, which conſiſts in knowing 
How to bear Misfortunes. 
/ 8 | 1 


Scaron could, with a great deal of 
Aſſurance, demand Gratifications from 
his Superiors. His Wife, whoſe no- 
ble generous Heart knew no Superior, 
Tepined at ſuch mortifying Relief : 
Made to confer Benefits, ſhe found 
herſelf obliged to receive them from 
others. 


Scaron 


0775") 


S Scaron tired his Friends and Pro- 
tectors: They laughed at his Sallies, 
eſteemed his Character, pitied his Miſ- 
fortunes, but ſeldom relieved him. 
They did not think that Miſery real 
which could furniſh him with ſuch 
merry Epigrams : They could not 
| conceive it poſſible for a poor Man to 
make a Jeſt of his Indigence : and 
Courtiers, . eſpecially, did not ſuſpect 
that a Man, whom they ſaw fo 
gay in the Evening, lamented all the 
next Morning the Want of Money to 
buy Ink and Paper. 


Madam Scaron was conſtantly em- 


plwKwVͤyed in ſolliciting Benefactions and 


Penſions, or ſoothing Creditors. How- 
ever, ſhe had Intereſt enough to get 
an Eſtate belonging to her Couſin, M. 
de Circe, erected into a Marquiſate. 


The Place of H iſtoriographer: of France 
became vacant. Scaron, who would put 
E 2 in 
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in for every Thing becauſe he obtained 


nothing, begg'd this, becauſe his Friend 

Coftar had had it, and that La Serre 

had the Title and Sallary of ſuch a 

Poſt. The Hiſtory of France wrote by 

Scaron would doubtleſs have been an 
a extraordinary Work! 


He attempted to eſtabliſh ſome Of- 


fices in the Police of Paris, the Right 


or Property of which he had acquired : 


This Affair might have brought him in 
4 or 5000 Livres annually. Madam 


Scaron went, but in vain to ſollicit the 
Provoſt of the Merchants: : Thoſe Of- 
fices were ſuppreſſed, and his Hopes 


vaniſhed. 


The Year 16 53 was more fortunate. 


Fouquet the Attorney General, allowed 


him a Penſion of 1600 Livres. Tius 
Man was magnificent m every Thing, 


Full of vaſt Projects, a Friend to Arts 
and Sciences, and a great Lover of 
Pleaſure, Being liberal even to Pro- 


fuſion, 


(n 

fuſion, he was adored by the Public. 
He was the Patron of Corneille and 
La Fontaine. Talents, Beauty, Miſ- 
fortunes, were ſufficient Titles to his 
Benefactions. He was the laſt great 
Nobleman France has had. As Super- 

Intendant of the Finances, he ſeemed 
to conſider that Poſt only as the Means 
to indulge more freely his beneficent 

Inclination. Women, Wits, Officers, 
unfortunate Perſons, Pietiſts, Prin- 
ceſſes, all were in his Pay. Scaron was 
not overlooked in the Crowd; his Pen- 
fion was regularly paid. Vanity being 
Fouquet's predominant Paſſion, the Poet 
was not ſparing of Incenſe, and con- 
ſtantly plied him with Verſes in the moſt 
flattering Strain, which were counte- 
nanced by Pelliſon the Secretary, the 
Creature, the fine Genius, and the 
Friend of Fouquet, and afterwards his 
Advocate and Defender in the Day of 
Tribulation. | 


Ez Madam 
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Madam Fouquet, who was a Lady of 
excellent Senſe and great Prudence, 
took a Liking to Madam Scaron, and 
often carried her down to her Country 
_ Seats at Vaux and St. Mande, where ſhe. 
enjoyed a Receſs from the Fatigues of 
the Court and the Plagues of Grandeur. 
Madam Fouquet, faid * Scaron, is 
* ſometimes ſo ſmitten with the 
* Charms of my Wife, that I am afraid 
_ © ſomething amiſs may paſs between 
them. Thoſe two Ladies muſt needs 
have exactly ſuited each other: They 
had the ſame Sweetneſs of Temper ; in 
graceful Carriage they were alike ; an 
equal Contempt of Trifles prevailed in 
both; they had the ſame Attachment to 
their Huſbands, and were remarkable 
For the ſame Taſte in all other Things : 
In ſhort, their Friendſhip was grounded 
on the Exerciſe of the ſame Virtues. 


Madam Scaron offered to her Sex a 
very ſtriking Example of Virtue. A 


—_ —_ 


* See Scaron's Letters. 


Crowd 


We. 
Crowd of agreeable Men were daily 
telling her that ſhe was handſome : 


They did not build much on her Tem- 


per and Complexion, but conceived 
great Hopes from the Debility and In- 
firmities of her Huſband, which they 
imagined would at laſt make her loath 
him. Their Sighs were accompanied 
with ſuch Offers as are fitteſt to ſeduce 
a young Heart : But they ſoon found 
themſelves miſtaken, -and that no Con- 
ſideration whatever could warp her 
from her Duty. The Syſtem of Wiſ- 
dom which ſhe had early adopted, was 
the Rock on which all the Hopes of the 
moſt forward and moſt recommendable 
Suitors ſplit, Not fatisfied with 
guarding againſt their Snares, ſhe alſo 
knew how to contain them within the 
- Bounds of Admiration and Reſpect. 
The very Air breathed in her Company 
ſeemed to inſpire Virtue. 


She was naturally tender, full of Gra- 
titude, and diſcerning ; and it is not im- 
probable that ſhe was obliged to offer 

E 4 Vuoiolence 
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Violenze to the Dictates of her Heart, 
The Marſhal 4. Albret, a very ſenſible 
accompliſhed Man, * could not ſee her 
every. Day without loving her. In 
ſhort, he ſacrificed all his — to 
her Charms. 


His Love was equally reſpectful and 
tender, as delicate as it was ſtrong, as 
baſhful in Appearance as it was inter- 
nally impetuous. Madam Scaron 
gueſſed at what he endeavoured to con- 
ceal, was touched with ſo yirtuous a 


Paſſion, and indulged the Marſhal in 
thoſe Effuſions of the Heart which 


far tranſcend all ſenſual Pleaſures: 


But more than this ſhe e allowed 


* This Man whom Huſbands with fuch Ter- 
6 (ror name, 


This Man fo ſenſible to Cupip's Flame, 
Vet ſtill is found ſo changeable in Love, 
He roves for ever and will ever rove; 


faid Scaran in a peeviſh Epiſtle to that No- 


(8) 

him. Sn with the Title of 
Friend, Albret perceived he could not 
pretend to the Rights and Privileges 
of a Lover: Thus he loved without 
hoping, was beloved without Weak- 
neſs, and was N without being 
criminal. 


This Commerce of Purity gave no 

Umbrage to Scaron. Aſſured of the 
Virtue of his Wife, for he knew it to 
be grounded on Piety and Reflection, 
he was their Confident, he ſaw all the 
Letters wrote to each other, admired 
them, and amended them. When ſhe 
received a Letter that was too warm 
or too ſerious, ſhe uſed to ſay, that the 
Marſhal encroached upon her Prero- 
gatives; and ſhe anfwered none but 
thoſe that were wrote in a jocoſe, ads 
Strain. 


I ſhould not have related theſe Parti- 
culars, had not the Marquis de la Fare 


E 3 ä 
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aſſerted in his Memoirs, that Madam de 
Maintenon had been in her young Days 
the Miſtreſs of M. 4 Albret: ACalumny 
forged by ſome Enemies, who knew her 
not till after her Elevation. Such a 
Name as the Marquis de la Fare's is 
not to command our Belief; his Book 
is a Satire, the Work of a Man of Ge- 
nius, but a peeviſh, ill natured one. 
What Streſs can be laid on the Report 
of a malecontent Officer, firſt ſpoiled 
by the Court, and then made worſe by 
a Society of Caballers againſt the Go- 
vernment ? How can we credit a Man 
whoſe Character rendered him incapable 
of conceiving that Virtue alone could 
be the Road to ſupreme Grandeur, in a 
Country where he had ſeen thouſands 
of Fortunes raiſed by Cabal, Intrigue, 
and Vice ? The common Miftake of an 
old Debauchee is to have a bad Opinion 
of Women, eſpecially of ſuch whoſe 
Beauty has often expoſed them to the 
Perils of Seduction. La Fare thought 
all che Ladies were as frail as thoſe he 
kept 


1 
kept Company with. A Coxcomb is 


under a Neceſſity of comforting himſelf 


for his eaſy Conqueſts : The Weak- 
neſs of the fair Sex would put him 
out of Countenance, and make him fick 
of Gallantry, did he not perſuade him- 

ſelf, that the Women who repulſe him 


have their unguarded Hours as s well as 
them chat yield t to him. 


4 Giles Boileau, elder Brother of Deſ- 
preaux, was the only Man that dared to 
vent a Sufpicion concerning her Con- 
duct. Every one of that Family had 
an irreſiſtible Itch for Satire. Menage 
and Mademoiſelle de Scuderi buſied 
themſelves to prevent his Reception at. 
the Academy: Scaron being a Friend to 
both, joined them, and ſtrengthened 
their Party by the Intereſt of ſome * 
great Lords. Giles Boileau, become an 
Academician and a Conqueror, could 
not forgive his Opponents : He reven- 
ged himſelf by ſome Epigrams, one of 
which glanced at the Honour of Madam 
Scaron. 


1 
Scaron. He therein ſuppoſed that Sca- 
rom was indebted to nothing but the 
Charms of his Wife for the good Com- 
pany that met at his Houſe. 


Herein, Scaron, your Error lies, 

You think yourſelf ſo very wiſe, 
Your Wiſdom only draws 

The Viſitors your Houſe receives; 


But think again, the World believes 
- You'll find another Cauſe. -— 


Scaron was extremely nettled at this 
Raillery. Boileau denied his being the 
Author of it, and ceded all the Honour 
and Danger to Boiſrobert, who cleared 
himſelf of the Charge. Some Perſons 
of the higheſt Rank repreſented to 
them, that Madam Scaron having done 
nothing to deſerve ſuch an Affront, 
and not being cenſurable on Account 
of her Huſband's being in the Num- 
ber of Poets, who are generally ve- 
ry * and giddy their Epigrams 

might 
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might be attended with bad Confe- 
quences to themſelves. Boileas ſent a 
Meſſage to Scaron, entreating him to 
admit of a Viſit and receive his Excuſes. 
Madam Scaron made Anſwer, that ſhe 


had no Pardon to grant for an Inſult 


that had done her no Harm ; that her 
Honour depended on her Conduct; 
that an unblemiſned Reputation would 
never be blaſted by an Epigram, and that 
ſhe ſhould appeaſe-thoſe who were for 
revenging her Cauſe otherwiſe than by 
Returns of the ſame Kind. Scaron's 
Anſwer was blunter ; he faid he was 
not filly enough to embrace a n | 
that had juſt bit him. 


Boileax made ſome Amends for his 
unjuſt Reflections by a Madrigal, very 
complaiſant to the Lady, but carrying 
a Sting to the Huſband : He faid that 
he knew too well the Merit of Vis to 
venture to attack her, and that her un- 
happy Spouſe had nothing in common 
with her. She might have taken this as 

| FM 
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2 Compliment, had he not had Reaſon 
to complain of it; and accordingly, 
Scaron revenged himſelf by fourteen 
very bitter Epigrams, of which the fol- 
wing! is one. . 


BI 


» oe — 8 — 


Nothing in common can you ſee 

T wixt IR Is, you declare, and me; 

IT was meant to vex me.---You're de- 

| (.̃ceiv'd 

1 laugh inſtead of bong griev d. 

Vet in one Point we do agree, 

Nay, all the World concurs with me, 

To hold it as a Maxim given, 

That in the forming you, juſt Heaven 
Nothing in common did diſpenſe 
Twixt you and any Man of Senſe; 

Madam Scaron's Reputation Was too 
well eſtabliſhed to be ſhaken by this 

Paper-war between Poets. Sorbiere, 

who is not looked upon as the leaſt 

ſlanderous Author of the laſt Century, 
and who died before her Elevation, 
ſpeaks thus of her: * The Marriage. 

* of. 
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of Scaron ought not to be taken for 
the moſt gloomy Part of his Life: 
That beautiful Lady of ſixteen, 
whom he made Choice of, rather to 
feaſt his Eyes and converſe with her 


when alone, than for any Uſe he 
could make of her, ſhould be looked 


upon as the principal Ornament of 


it. The Indiſpoſitions of her Huſ- 
band, but eſpecially the Youth, 
Beauty, and refined Wit of that La- 
dy, have not done any Injury to her 
Virtue; and though Men of the 


greateſt Fortune and higheſt Rank in 


the Kingdom ſighed for her, ſhe ac- 
quir'd the Eſteem of all the World, by 
her regular Conduct: And, in Juſtice 
to her, we muſt acknowledge, that ſhe 
wasa Pattern of pure conjugal Friend- 


ſhip, without practiſing the W 
Acts of it.” 


This Teſtimony will, doubtleſs, be 


preferred by all honeſt People, to thoſe 


ſcandalous Libels that were diſperſed 


in 
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in the World, to ſtain the early Days 
of a Woman, whoſe Merit and Virtue 
raiſed her to the Throne. It is a great 
Honour to her Memory, that ſhe was 
attacked only through Jealouſy or Ha- 
tred in her Life-time, and, by Miftake, 
after her Death. Judicious Perſons, 
only by conſulting Scaron's Letters, 
could not give Ear to the Suſpicions 


and Prejudices of her Enemies: He 


calls her his“ URANIA, worthy of a 
better Lot and another Spouſe : He, 
ſpeaks of her every where with Eſteem. 


* URANIA, you Maid, whom gracious 

(Heav'n, 

To ſooth my Griefs and eaſe my Cares has 

| (givin, 

URANIA, worthy of a happier State, 
And better Huſband at the Hands of Fate; 

Stands bound beyond Repay :— And Scau- 

(Rus too, 

On ber Account, holds his beſt Thanks 

| | (your Due; 

Ac- 


RL 
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A Huſband never talks in this Strain, 
unleſs he has a real Value for his 
Wife. Madam Scaron deſerved, and 


obtained the Eſteem of all who were 
f r inted wich her. 


Queen Chriſtina, who deſpiſed : a Sex 
of which ſhe was the Glory, ranked her 
in the ſmall Number of Women in 
Paris whom ſhe honoured with her 
Eſteem. That Princeſs found none 
worthy of her Curioſity but Mademoi- 
felle de Lenclos, the Counteſs de Bregi, 
and Madam Scaron, whom almoſt all 
the Princeſſes of France would have 
reckoned beneath their Notice. M- 
nage introduced Scaron to her: I 


— 


— 


Acknowledges 2 Debt he can't diſcharge, | 
And takes the Payment on himſelf at large. 


A peeviſh, fretful Epiſtle to Mademoiſelle | 
de Scuderi, ; who had drawn the Characters 
of Scaron and his Wife by the Names of 
SCAURUS and URANIA. 


per- 


9 F Oe OI TINY 


: permit you, / ſaid ſhe, to fall in love 


with me; the Queen of France cre- 
© ated you her Patient, and I create 


you my Orlando. You do well, Ma- 
dam, replied the Poet, to give me 
this Title, ſince I ſhould have aſ- 
* ſumed it and, in refuſing it me, you. 
: would Have ſeen yourſelf diſobeyed 

by a Man that would not do ſo in 
any other Matter, though his Life 
< were at Stake. But, Madam, how 


La 


a 


many Rivals, even of the female Sex 


too, mult I not expect ' In utter- 
ing theſe laſt Words, he did not ſuſ- 
pect there was ſo much Truth in them 
g he. afterwards found: Chriſtina then 
turning to Madam Scaron, looked ſtead- 
faſtly at her, and ſaid to the Counteſs 
de Bregi, © Did I not gueſs right, that 
nothing leſs than a Queen could 
make a Man unfaithful to this La- 
dy d' She enjoined. the Huſband to 
write to her, and told him ſhe was not 
ſurprized, that, with the moſt amiable 
TIC „ 


1 ET 
Woman in Paris, he was, in Spight of | 
all his Infirmities, the merrieſt an in 
France. 


Madam Fouquet could not do with- 

out her Company : She charged Ma- 
dam Bonneau to give her an Invitation 
to ſpend a few Months with her at Sz. 
Mande. Madam Scaron agreed to it; 
but her Huſband, who had no other 
Comfort in his Ailments, no Preſerva- 
tive againſt Melancholy, but the Con- 
verſation of a Wife, whom he adored, 
ſtrongly oppoſed it, notwithſtanding 
all that Madam de Monchevreuil could 
ſay to him. : 


From the City her Reputation ſpread 
to the Court : Nothing was talked of 
now but that amiable Perſon, who, at 
once, inſpired the moſt” forward and 
licentious young Noblemen with Re- 
ſpect and Love, and who, at an Age, 
when her Sex ſtudy nothing but the 

Art 
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Art of making themſelves agreeable i 
all, was wholly employed in attending 
and ſerving a Huſband fo frightful, that 
the Sight of him was forbid to preg- 
nant Women by the Phyſicians. The 
Mancini's became deſirous of her Con- 
verſation: She that loved the King, 
and was beloved by him, on Account 
of her Wit, was the moſt earneſt for 
it, and invited her to ſpend a few Days 


at Brouage; but as ſhe did not imagine 


that a Lady ſo univerſally admired, 
could not well bear the Charges of ſuch 
a Journey, Madam Scaron, in order to 
be excuſed from it, was obliged to re- 
cur to her uſual Pretext, an Indiſpo- 
ſition. . 


Sca- 


* Madam Scaron is very unhappy, in not 
< having a Fortune and Equipage fit to go 
where ſhe would, when ſhe is n ſo 
* gent 
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Scaron at laſt took it into his Head 
to procure himſelf a ſolid Eſtabliſh- 
ment, by turning Partiſan, or a Kind 


—_— 
* 


nninꝙ 


— * 


great a Favour as that of being wiſhed for 
© at Brouage, by a Mancini, 


Rich Gift of Tiber, and the Pride of France. 


< I hope ſhe will make herſelf Amends for 
© ſo great a Loſs when the Court returns to 
© Paris, and that as ſoon as ſhe ſhall be known 
© by that incomparable Roman Lady, ſhe 


will have a Share in her Benevolence.“ Let- 
ter to M. de Villette. 


Shall I inſert thoſe Lines which Scaron is 
faid to have wrote againſt his Wile, and 
which have ſince been made a Handle of to. 
render her Conduct ſuſpicious ? Yes; for if 
I ſuppreſſed them, I might be accuſed of 
concealing diſadvantageous Paſſages ; andthe 
Virtue of her whoſe Life I am writing, does 
not ſtand in Need of ſuch Management. 
Here then you have them, however indecent 
they may be, | | 


. I've 


(94 ) | 
of Farmer of Offices. His American 
Schemes had not ſucceeded : Inſtead of 
going to Martinico, he had contented 


himſelf with being concerned in the 
Ad- 


I've given you Gowns and Stays, 
Hoops, Petticoats, Caps and Lace ; 
Ne Dupe to your Pride 
Has ever beſide : 
Done for you to ſuch an Amount. 
Your Brother and Siſters would feaſt 
As long as I paid the Repaſt; 
And your Mother, egad, 
Some Guineas has had, 
Of which I make no great Account. 


P've carried you into the Fields, 
To taſte what the Country yields; 

Whilſt ſtill at my Gate, 

Your Tradeſmen in State, 

Were ſtanding whene'er I came Home. 

To treat your Gallant at his Eaſe, 
In a new- falhion'd One-horſe Chaiſe, 

Each Morn, like an Aſs, 

(Poor Cuckold ! alas 1) 


* has coſt me a good round Sum- 
| Theſe 
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Adventures of trading Companies : 
Thoſe Adventures had miſcarried ; his 
preſent Project had better Succeſs. 


In 


— 


2 — 


- Theſe two Stanzas, fo often quoted, prove 
nothing; nor would they have been ever 
mentioned, had they not been omitted in 
ſome Editions of Scaron's Works, through an 
indiſcreet Zeal, or an ill-judg'd Delicacy. 
They don't ſtrike at Madam de Maintenon, 
for they ſpeak of Siſters, and ſhe had none. 
As to Money given to her Mother, it is very 
certain that Madam d Aubigne had but a very 
flight Acquaintance with Scaron. A Huſband 
frequently going in and out is alſo mention'd, 

which cannot agree with Scaror's forced ſe- 
dentary Life. What then can theſe Stanzas 
be? Nothing but Complaints which the Poet 
puts in the Mouth of a. jealous, diſcontented 
Huſband. It unluckily happens, that ſome 
Paſſages ſuit Madam de Maintenon, and there- 
fore they have been all applied to her: Nay, 
ſome have turned this Song into an Epi- 
_—_ by quoting only the laſt Lines: But 
-M - . theſe 
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In thoſe Days a Crowd of Soldiers 
and Vagrants plied at the Gates of Pa- 
ris, waiting for the Arrival of the 
Country Carriages, in order to pick up 
ſome Pence by helping to unload 
them: But Sharpers frequently mixed 
among them; at ſome of the Gates 
there were too many of thoſe Fellows, 


whilſt at others, the Carriers found fe, 


or no Hands to help them, Scaron un- 
dertook to form a Body of Men of 
good Character, Inhabitants of Paris, 
and bound by an Oath to be true to 


theſe Verſes, were they really addreſſed to 
Madam Scaron, would have no Weight at 
all with any that are acquainted with the 
Author's Character, and know how much he 
_ eſteemed his Wife. Take it which Way you 
will, it can never paſs for any thing elſe but 
the ludicrous Flight of a wanton Wit. If 

Scaron had ſuſpected her Virtue, would he | 


have proclaimed his own Shame? 


s their 


— — 


| a. - 
theit Truſt,” who ſhould' be diſtributed 
at the ſeveral Gates of the City, with an 
excluſive Privilege of the Magiſtrates 
to perform this Service to the Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen, who were to 
Pay them for their Labour according 
as they could agree. This Project was 
none of the beſt 3 however it was ac- 
cepted. He now ſet himſelf at the Head 
of this new kind of Office, took great 
Care that it ſhould not favour of a Tax 
or impoſition on the Public, and would 5 
not have his Name appear in it. Af- 
ter abundance of Difficulties and Ob- | 
jections, it paſſed at the Town-hall; 
but the Chancellor cancelled it, as one- 
rous to the People. On this Occaſion 
he ſtood in Need of Fouguet's Intereſt ; 
but violent Contradictions daily occur- | 
ing; he grew tired, and negotiated his 
Privilege to as much Advantage as | 
poſſible. The Purchaſer having failed 7 
in his Engagements, Scaron was even 
with him by a Satire, re-inftated'him- 
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ſelf in his Privilege, and took into his 
own Hands the Management of thoſe 
Offices, which produced him about ſix. 
thouſand Lare e 24 5 


| This, Freche did not la 8 
Scaron's: Infirmities encreaſed to ſuch a 
Degree, that he perceived his Diſſolu 
tion was at Hand. The Court was 
then preparing for a Journey to Guyenne, 
to meet the Infanta of Spain, who was to 
be married to the King. One of his 
Friends, who was to go along with the 
Court, coming to take his Leave of 
him, Scaron ſaid to him, I am ſen- 


fible I ſhall ſoon die; I could go out 


=, 


of this World without repining, did 
. I not leave behind, without a For- 
tune and without Hopes, a Woman 
of Merit, whom I love, and have ſo. 
much Reaſon to love. I commend 
her to your Care; 1 recommend her 
* to all my Friends: Alas! What will 4 
* become of her? | 


A 


His 


( 


His Prediction was fulfilled. In 4. 
little Time his Diſeaſe grew ſo dange- 


rous, that his Body, weakened by ling- 
ering Pains and Diſorders, could not 
bear up againſt it. One Day he was 
 feized with ſo violent a Hickup, that 
Madam Scaron apprehended he could 
not get over it. However, it abated, 

and he then faid, * If I recover, 1 

« will write a fine Satire on the Hick- 
© up.“ She expected a very different 
Reſolution ; but as he did not get 
over it, he was diſpenſed | with from 
W ap his Word. FT 


— 


» —] — 
— - — — 


1 On this Occaſion La Fontame 1 the 
following Epigram. 


| SCARoN, perceiving that his End was near; 
Cries to the Fates, I prithee, Goddeſs hear; 
ve got the ſweeteſt Satire in my Head, iT 
© Let me but end it, and Ill hence with Speed.” 
Come, come, ſays Cloto, TE ;—yourThread 
(is broke; 
b Endi it below,—this is no Time to joke.” 


" E's Ma- 
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Madam Scaron's chief Care was to 
Prepare him for a Chriſtian Death. He 
had no Religion, but ſhe brought him 
to a Senſe of it. He had always looked 
upon dur holieſt Myſteries as Topicks 
For Raillery; but ſhe made him conſider 
them as Objects of Faith. He had often 
made a Jeſt of ſome Tenets that are 
derived from natural Religion; yet ſhe - 
brought him to deplore his Sins, to call 
earneſtly for the Sacraments, and to re- 
ceive them g. 


His Faith was often ftaggered with 
Doubts. He was ſtartled at the De- 
ſcriptions of the Pains of Hell; and 
yet could not believe there was any 
ſach Thing. If there is a Hell, ſaid 
he, it cannot be for me, ſince, withj- 
< out you, I ſhould have found this 
< Life a Hell.” She anſwered theſe 
Doubts with all the Tenderneſs of a 
.- Wife, and the Gravity of a Divine. 


7 4 
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8 his Strength 0 His Voice 
were failing him, but his cheerfut 
Temper did not yet forſake him. His 
Relations and Servants, affected with 
the Condition he was in, ſtood weep- 
ing round his Bed. To another Man 
this would have been a melancholy 
Spectacle ; but to him it ſuggeſted a 
merry Thought; he ſaid to them, 
$ I ſhall never make you cry as much. 
as I have made you laugh. With a 
dry and ſerene Eye he ſaw Death ap- 
proaching; but when it was time to 
take his Leave of his Wife, he leſt 
off jeſting. He thanked her for all 
her Services, deſired her to forgive all 
his Faults, earneſtly recommended her 
to M. 4 Elbene, and making an Effort 
to take her by the Hand, I beg, 
added he, that you would ſometimes. 
remember me: I leave you deſtitute, 
but Heaven will provide for you. 
* Virtue is not the Road to earthly 
« Happineſs ; yet I hope you will al- 
F 3 © ways 
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C « ways be virtuous : When Men are 
4 in the Verge of Eternity, as I am 
* now, they perceive that this is the 
© only good Thing. In this HopeI 
die content. Pray for me.“ 


Madam Scaron melted into Tears: 


And from that Hour did not leave him 
a he __— his laſt on the "RO 


CHAP. 
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From 1660 to 1666. 


HAT ſmall Eſtate Scaron left, 

reverted to his Heirs at .Law. 
His Widow, deſtined by Heaven to 
paſs through all the Stages of Adver- 
firy, in order to prepare her for that 
high Station to which ſhe was to aſcend 
for the Relief of the Unfortunate, 
found herſelf once more expoſed to all 
the Horrors of extreme Indigence. 


Her Friends did not forſake her: 
They offered her their Purſe and their h 
Intereſt. She made a moderate Uſe of 
thoſe Offers, and would not- have tired 
their Generoſity, had this Generoſity 
; i: Sa _ + flowed 
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flowed only from 1 _ 
Virtuous Sentiments. ALIEN 255 . 


2 6 7 F 


The Pein hay! Heart felt in recei- 
ving, exceeded the Pleaſure of giving. 
The more cautious they were of offend- 
ing her Delicacy, the 'more they -a- 


|  wakened a certain Kind of Prige which 


was very worthy of that Caution. 
Mankind are much more humbled and 
mortified by their own Reflections and 
_ (Gratitude, than they would be by thoſe 
lofty Airs and harſh Behaviour, which, 
dy over-valuing the Gift; depreciate it, 
and make them hate the Benefactor. 
Madam Scaron received Preſents with | 
the deepeſt Senſe: of Gratitude, but 
with the fame Air as others commonly 
make chem. 
Whatever Reſpect and Bech 
might accompany thoſe Preſents, ſhe 
could always diſcern the true Motive 
of the Giver ; and the more Delicacy 
they mowed, ſo much the more. dan- 
| - gerous 


( 205)) 

gerous ſhe thought them. She ap- 
plied much more willingly to her E- 
quals than to her Superiors; what ſhe 
had from the former were Loans, 
which ſhe might ſome time or other 
be able to pay : But what ſhe received 
-from the latter being Gifts, which way 
could ſhe diſcharge her Obligations ? 
She was ſenſible it was impoſſible to be 
at once an Object of Admiration and 

Pity to the Great, without ee 
= for it. 


Her Beauty was then in its full 
Splendor: It had not been in the leaſt 
impaired by the Pleaſures. of conjugal 
Love: It had all tne Majeſty which 
men commonly gives, with all the 
Bloom that is owing to Youth, and 
which Virginity preſerves. Madam 
Scaron could ſay with Monimia, that 
ſhe was a Widow without having had a2 
Huſband, ret © 5 


E 5. Her 
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Hier Stature was above the middle 
Size: She had Dignity in her Car- 
riage; her Action was noble, and her 

Look majeſtic. Her Face was an Oval 
of the moſt perfect Kind; her Eyes 

large, black, and ſparkling ; her Com- 
plexion ſmooth and exceeding fair; 

the Noſe aquiline and perfectly formed; 
the Mouth ſomewhat wide, but adorn- 
ed with the fineſt Set of Teeth in the 

World; Vermilion Lips, an engaging 
Smile, and ſomething extremely agree- 
able in the lower Part of her Face: 
Her Arms and Hands delicate and 
finely turned; her Body neither too 
plump nor too lean: In ſhort, very few 
Things to be wiſhed for, ſtill fewer to be 
found fault with. There was ſome- 
thing exquiſitely noble in her Air and 
tively in her Phyſioghomy, a certain 
Je-ne-ſai-quoi which Old Age could 
not take from her. Her Converſation 
was delightful ; the leaſt Trifles be- 
came intereſting in her Mouth; her 

; Eyes 
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Eyes and her Mind were always 
well agreed, that whatever ſhe ſpoke 
went directly to the Heart. She would 
ſometimes be ludicrous, but ſoon turned 
the Diſcourſe again to Morality. or 
ſomething ſolid. She was ſo much 
Miſtreſs of herſelf, that ſhe let no- 
thing ſlip from her inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon and Piety. Her Soul was 
great and generous, her Wit ſolid, her 
Judgment correct, her Heart upright, 
She was an Enemy to all Artifice and 
Cunning, and ſo tender and compaf- 
fionate, that ſhe felt the Misfortunes of 
others, as if it had been her own Cale. 
A ſanguine Friend, without having 
the Weakneſs which ſeems incident to 
that Virtue, of hating Enemies as 
heartily ; ſhe pardoned with the Sin- 
cerity of a Chriſtian and the Magnani- 
mity of a Roman. Miſtreſs of her 
Taſtes and Fancies, as well as of her 
Paſſions, ſhe long preſerved her Vigour 
and Beauty, | becauſe ſhe always ab- 
ſtained from She never al- 
BI l „ towed 
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. herſelf. thoſe Nudities, nor thoſe 
wanton Airs and languiſhing Poſtures, 
which are ſo much affected by Women 
in high Life. Her Modeſty was ſo 
ſtrict, that being once at the Hotel 
&Albret in very ſultry Weather, ſhe 
was obliged to uncover her Neck; 
Madam de Richelieu, and other Ladies 
preſent, were ſurprized at her hiding 
ſo carefully what many others would 
have been indecently vain of ſhewing, 
and could not help telling her, that 
they had always imagined theſe Pre- 
cautions were taken upon a quite dif- 
ferent Account. She hated Vice 
whereſoever it appeared, and endea- 
voured to eradicate it by all the pru- 
dent and gentle Methods ſhe could de- 
viſe. She inclined to Melancholy; 
but it was of a gentle Kind, recti- 
fied by Reaſon, which far from making 
her peeviſh, diffuſed Tenderneſs in her 
Converſation, and rendered her Beha- 
viour engaging. Her Judgment was 
S correct, that: all her Diſcourſes a- 
LEST, 2 bounded 
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bounded with - Solidity : Even her 
Sallies were judicious, and her Wit too 
natural even to be taken for ſuch “. 

In a Word, Madam de Maintenon was 
one of the moſt beautiful and moft 
amiable Women of her Time. 

It was therefore very hard to decline 
doing her Service, and ſtill more diffi- 
cult to ſerve her without ſome bye 

Views. The Marſhal d. Albret was the 

moſt zealous Friend ſhe had; he in- 
troduced her to the Acquaintance of 
his Lady, who liked her extremely, 


— 


— 


* Need I obſerve here, that this Portrait 
is not of my drawing? That it is done by 
an abler Hand, is very obvious. The Lady, 
to whom Iam indebted for it, has expreſſed 
but Part of her Sentiments concerning Ma- 
dam de Maintenon. Let none imagine that 
there is any Exaggeration in this Character: 
Every Part of it tallies exactly with the Me- 
moirs in my Cuſtody. ' | | 
and 
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and invited her to come and ſee her 
often. The Duke de Brancas made 
her conſiderable Preſents, and long 


concealed the generous Hand 50 
came from. 


Scaron's Friends imagined it might 
be poſſible to get the Penſion, which 
he had enjoyed three or four Years in 
Quality of the Queen's Patient, and - 
had loſt on Account of the Mazarinade, 
to be revived in favour. of his Widow. 
This was a very odd Notion : F or 
what Right had Madam Scaron to a 
Penſion ſuppreſſed ſo long, even before 


ber Marriage? Her Poverty muft 


| have been her ſole Title to it. 


This they ſet forth in ſeveral Peti- 
tions. Cardinal Mazarin having read 
one of them, inquired whether the Pe- 
titioner was in good Health: Yes, 
wy Lord, anſwered the Bearer of it. 
| -:© Well then, re his Eminency, 

Rs 6 * if 
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* if ſhe is in Health, ſhe is diſqualified 
< for inheriting the Penſion of a Man 
who was always ſick.” 


This il-natured Teſt did not hah 
her, There was yet M. Fouquet whom 
the might apply to. He gave, as I 
have already ſaid, a Penſion of ſixteen 
hundred Livres to Scaron. To be in 
the Pay of this Super-intendant of the 
Finances would not look very decent : 
His Liberalities to Men proceeded 
from Vanity, and to Women from a 
looſe Principle. She had a long 
Struggle before ſhe could reſolve : 
Such a Step appeared to her ſuperla- 
tively mean and abje&t; the Care of 
| her Virtue, her refined Notions of 
Honour, the Plan ſhe had formed to 
diſtinguiſh herſelf by an irreproachable 
Conduct, and her noble way of think- 
ing, all forbid it: Bur at laſt her 
Friends turned the Scale. She went to 
Fouquet, but in ſo plain a Dreſs, that 
the Perſon who was to introduce her 
was 
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| was aſhamed of it: Not that Madam 
Scaron diſliked thoſe Ornaments which 
moſt young People are ſo fond of; 

but ſhe was much fonder of the Ap- 

plauſe which the devout Court of the 
Queen- Mother had begun to procure 
to ſimple Dreſs void of Luxury; and 
it was not, moreover, agreeable to her 
way of thinking, to go and diſplay her 
Charms to a Man whoſe Morals fell 
very ſhort of his magnificent Spirit. 
Fouquet received her like a Miniſter, 
and like a Miniſter too buſy to take 
Notice of thoſe modeſt Charms which 
would have pleaded ſtrongly for the 
Petitioner, or to obſerve that Air of 
Indigence which would have excited 
Compaſſion: He made her fine Pro- 
miſes, and forgot them all, as Men in 
Power e do. V. 


Some Days after, i his Eye 
on the Memorial ſhe had preſented, he 
recollected that Scaron had had a hand- 
ſome Wife, the ver) lame Lady he 

had 
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had ſometimes ſeen at St. Mands." The 
extreme Poverty deſcribed in that Me- 
morial ſuggeſted to him great Hopes, 
which his n mne _ 
more. fin ory HIRAM 


He opened his Heart to one ah thoſe 
Fellows -that are always retained, by 
Great Men to adminiſter to their Plea- 
ſures. This Man went to Madam 
Semen, and told her that the Super- 
intendant was affected with her un- 
|; happy Circumſtances, but could not 
relieve her; that the Number of Pen- 
ſioners was too great to admit of ſuch 
an Example of bad Economy, as 
that of entailing Penſions on Widows : : 
That he was indeed a Benefactor to 
many Women, and even to Ladies of 
the firſt Rank, but that they did him 
ſomeServices by way of Compenſation : 
To all which he added, that if he might 
be allowed to ſpeak freely, he would 
adviſe her to become acquainted with 
ſome of thoſe Ladies that lived on the 
| Bene- 
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Benefactions of M. Fouquet. This in- 
ſidious Advice was deſigned to draw 
Madam Scaron into his Snares; but as 


ſhe ſuſpected no ſuch Thing; ſhe ey 
thanked the Emiſſary. 


Madam ge Mentigni, the Creature, 


the Agent, the Miſtreſs of the Su- 


per-intendant, made an Acquaintance 


with her, She did not begin with 
endeavouring to perſuade her to ſee 
him, but went more artfully to work: 


The Merit of Fouquet was greatly - 


— 


cried up; and theſe Exaggerations 


were interlarded with Reflections on 
the Inconveniences of Poverty, and 


alluring Deſcriptions. of the Happineſs 


of a Widow living independant at her 


Faſe. Theſe dark Overtures not 
meeting with a direct Repulſe, ſhe 


ventured | to ſpeak more to the Pur- 


fe : But Madam Scaron then an- 


ſwered her ſo diſcreetly, and with ſuch 
unaffected Wiſdom, that ſhe plainly | 


Per- 


tg) 
perceived all her Artifices would only 
ſerve to make nn ee . 


ie was not t uſed to meet with 
unkind Women; he was ſo firmly 
perſuaded that female Hearts were 
within the Reach of Gold, that he was 
afterwards bold enough to aim at- that 
of Mademoiſelle La Valiere, and to 
offer her fifty thouſand Crowns for a 
Sigh, which La Valiere would have 
beſtowed on a Shepherd, had ſhe found 
one more amiable than the King. Dif- 
 ficulties only ſerved to ſharpen his In- 
vention, and * Paſſion grew E 
by O 


| Madam du , Pleſſ Bellieure, who was 
rather more his Friend than his Mi- 
ſtreſs, heard with Admiration of Ma- 
dam Scaron's Reſiſtance, congratulated 
her on it, exhorted her to perſevere, 
and foretold Fouquet that he would 
miſcarry in this Affair. This Miniſter 
had too much Vanity to lay any Streſs 
| | on 


(46) - 
on the Virtue of the Fair Sex: He 
imagined he ſhould ſucceed, if he uſed 
ſtronger Arguments; and therefore, 
under a fictitious Name, he ſent Ma- 
dam Scaron an Ecrain of Diamonds of 


- conſiderable Value. She neither knew, 


nor could ſhe gueſs, from whence ſo 
fine a Preſent came; and fo accepted 
it as from the Hand of Providence. 


Some Days after Madam de Montigni 


ealled at her Lodgings, admired her 


Jewels, and informed her that this 
was a Preſent of the Super- intendant's. 
Madam Scaron bluſhed, and ſaid with 


ſome Emotion, that ſhe would imme- 


diately ſend back his Preſent: Upon 
which Madam de Montigni repreſented 
to her, that it would be offering him 
an Affront which he had not deſerved; 
that this Preſent was only a Token of 
his Eſteem for her; and that this was 

his Way of behaving towards the moſt 
+ N Ladies. 


W 


Cr). 


"Madam Scaron, * never heed 
a preciſe, oſtentatious Virtue, and was 
ſenſible that Placemen are not to be 
offended with Impunity, fell in with 
that Notion, and compoſed herſelf. 
The next Day ſhe returned Madam de 
Montigni her Viſit, according to Pro- 
miſe: But how great was her Surprize, 
when ſhe ſaw the Super- Intendant enter 
the Room ! She judged that this In- 
_ terview, which Montigni aſſured was 
nothing but a, lucky Chance, had been 
concerted, and that Fouguet was come 
to receive the Price of the Jewels he 


had ſent to pave the Way to a favour, 
able e 


She ita haſtily, and went home 
to her Lodging. A Domeſtic of the 
Super- Intendant having followed her, 
ſhe ſealed up the Diamonds, and de- 
livered them to him, with a Charge to 
return them to his Maſter. Whenever 
ſhe related this F ſhe uſed to 


ſay, | 
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ſay, that ſhe had never felt any Joy 


equal to that which ſhe experienced 
the Moment the had ſent back the 


Jewels, on which Fouguer had grounded 
his Hopes of a Victory. | 


This Minifter then learned, that the 
Marſhal d A/bret was more kindly re- 
ceived than him : His Penſioners re- 
venged him for it by giving out, that 
this Nobleman was on good Terms 
with her. Madam Scaron, being a- 
larmed by the Calumny, abſtained ſome 
Months from viſiting at the Hotel of 
Albret, in ſpight of all the Reaſons 
which her Circumſtances urged for 
continuing to frequent that Flou le.” 


By this prudent Conduct ſhe ſilenced 
thoſe Slanderers : M. Fouquet was con- 


vinced, that there was nothing but 


pure Friendſhip between her and M. 


d Albret : He no longer hoped to tri 


umph by Bribery over a Heart which 
the Marſhal could not win by the moſt 
refined 


(irg) 

refined Sentiments: He reſtored her 
to the good Graces of Madam Fou- 
guet, with whom he had fer her at Va- 


riance *. 


„ Yirtwe did not n WE: out of 
Poverty : Her Fortitude was admired ; 

but this: Fortitude diſcouraged her 
F riends, who plainly enough perceived 
chat ſhe. was proof againſt the moſt 
artful Temptations. They grew weary 
of ſerving an inſenſible Woman, and 
were ſo much the more out of Hu- 
mour with her ſtern Behaviour to 


. » 
— — 3 
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At 


21 have not been able to learn by what 5 


Means Fouquet made her loſe the Eſteem of 
his Wife. In the Memoirs on this Head, 
which I have been furniſhed with, I find 
ſome Contradictions which are paſt my Skill 
to reconcile ; and therefore I don't chooſe to 
dwell upon. them. - This is one of the ob- 
ſcure Parts of Madam de Maintenon's Life, 
to ſee her fruitleſly attacked by the Huſband, 


and without a Cauſe forſaken by the Wife. 


1 Men, 


/ 
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Men, as they could not gratify cher 


Spleen by charging her with an af- | 


tected Shyneſs. 


Mademoiſelle de Lencles, whoſe 


Heart was as ſteady in Friendſhip: as it 


was inconſtant in Love, gave her eſ- 
ſential proofs, of that Friendſhip which 


ſhe had ſworn to her from her Infancy : 


She made her an Offer of her Houſe © 
and her Table: But Madam Scaron 


was too. jealous of her Honour to ac- 


' cept of ſuch an Aſylum. Ninon's 


Company agreed neither with her Cha- 


racter nor her Views; ſhe would have 


found Lovers there, and Lovers were 


the very Men ſhe ſought to ſhun. She 


confined herſelf to viſiting her now 


and then, and by degrees kept away 


entirely, but till without Breach of 
Friendſhip : She was too grateful not 
to love her, too nice not to detach 


herſelf inſenſibly from her, too Judi- 


cious to deſpiſe her, too virtuous to 
— .. 


Her 
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Fer Friends had laid aſide all 
Thoughts of procuring her a ſolid Set- 


tlement, when the Queen having ac - 
cidentally heard Scaron's Name men- 


tioned, a Courtier ſeized the Opportu- 


nity to repreſent to her that this Poet, 


whom ſhe had formerly honoured with 
her Benefactions, had left a Widow, 
very young, very beautiful, witty and 
diſcreet, but extremely poor, whom 
Indigence might reduce to deplorable 


Extremities, were not her Virtue ſu- 


perior to Adverſity. This Speech was 
properly backed; they begged her Ma- 
jeſty to re-eſtabliſh in favour of her 
that Penſion which her Huſband had 
deſerved to loſe on account of his li- 
- centious Pen. This Requeſt was made 
with ſo much Earneſtneſs, and by ſo 
many Perſons, and withal ſo oppor- 
tunely, that the Queen-Mother com- 


miſerated her Caſe, and aſked. how 


much that. Penſion was. It was only 
1500 Livres: One of the By-ſtanders 


G ſaid 


0 122 | \| 


faid it was 2000. The Queen or- 
dered i it to be put again upon the Lift, 
and ſent her directly the firſt Quarter. 


With this Supply ſhe retired to the 2 j | 
Nunnery of the Hoſpitalers in S.. | 


Fames's Street, where ſhe lived at a 
ſmall Charge, and indulged her In- 2 
clination to pious Exerciſes. She ap- | 


to the Relief of the Poor, in order to 


expiate, as ſhe ſaid, the officious Lie = 7 
that had procured it. | -. 


She often came out of that Retreat 
to pay a Viſit at the Hotel of Albret 
and the Hotel of Richelieu, and was 
the Delight of all that repaired thither. 

In vain People in high Life endeavour- 
ed to fix her in the World, by praiſing 
her Merit, and profeſſing the pro- 
foundeſt Veneration for her: She could 


F come abroad in the World without any 


| Mews, was regretted by it, and could 


180 
propriated one fourth of her Penſion 


retire 


1 


—_— 
retire from | it without regretting it 
herſelt, 


er his Count de Guiche, 'the Abbe 
d' Aumont, La Feuillude, Buffy, Beu- 
vron, the Chevalier de Grammont, Rou- 
ville, Vardes *, were the -moſt earneſt 


9 — 


— ll —— 
„„ Pry Stet. * * 


—— — 


* Grandſon of the Majauia de-Vardes and 


of the Counteſs de Moret, then Counteſs de 
Cexi, of the Harlai Family, who had been 
Miſtreſs of Henry IV. about the Year 1609. 
This is the Lady whom Barclai calls Caſina 
in his Euphormio. Vardes was then in great 
Credit with the King, whoſe Confidence he 
afterwards betrayed, He joined with the 
Count de Guiche and the Counteſs of Soifſons 
in forging a Letter to the Queen, whereby 
her Father, the King of Spain, acquainted 
her with the Amours of Louis XIV. and La 


Valiere; after which he artfully endeavoured 


to fix the Forgery on the Duke and Duchefs 


de Navailles. His Crime was diſcovered, 


though too late, and he was committed Pri- 
ſoner to the Citadel of Montpellier. Madam 
de Maintenon remembered him in her Pro- 
5 pperity, and alleviated his Diſgrace. 


2 
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and aſſiduous to pleaſe her. The Num- 
ber of her Friends increaſed every Day, 
inſomuch that Madam 4 Abret and the 
Ducheſs de Richelieu grew jealous: 
They were ſecretly nettled to ſee that 
nothing but mere Civility and Com- 
plaiſance fell to their Share, whilſt A- 
doration was reſerved for Madam Sca- 
ron. She perceived it; and, to make 
them eaſy, abſented herſelf for a few 
Weeks, which ſhe ſpent at St. Germain; 
and at her Return ſhe omitted nothing 
that ſhe thought might obtain a Par- 
don for the Superiority ſhewn her: 
But it was impoſſible to lay aſide that 

Sweetneſs of Temper which won the 
Hearts of her Acquaintance, or to put 
off that ſenſible, majeſtic Air, which 
never failed to keep r Minds 1 inSub- 
3 jection. „ | 


A Maſon'one Day foretold her fu- 
ture Grandeur at the Hotel of Albret. 


2 I ſhould not relate this Fact, had not 


Madam de — in the latter Part 
| | | of 


* 
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of her Life at St. Cyr, more than once 


averred the Truth of it. This Fact is 
therefore to be looked upon as true, 
without any of the marvellous Circum- 
ſtances which ſome have affected to 


tack to it. This Maſon, whoſe Name 


was Barbe, dabbled in Aſtrology: He 
had often been at Scaron's Houſe, and 
ſtruck with the noble Phyſiognomy 
and Shape of his Wife, he ſaid one 
Day, that ſhe was born to be a Queen. 
This he repeated ſo often, that his 
Imagination grew warm upon it ; he 
brooded over the Idea, filled his Mind 


with it, conſulted his Books of Aſtro- 


logy, and began to enlarge upon the 
Matter. Being one Day at work in the 


Hotel of Albret, near Madam Scaron's 
Apartment, he came into her Room, 


and finding two or three Ladies with 
her, intreated her to give him a pri- 


vate Audience. She took him aſide 


into a Cloſet, where he told her with 


the Air and Manner of a Prophet, * 
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After many Croſſes and Afflictions, 
* you ſhall at laſt aſcend to a Height 
you do not dream of, A King ſhall 
* ſee you, ſhall love you, and you 
« ſhall reign.“ To this Prophecy he 
added ſome ſingular Details which di- 


verted her much; nevertheleſs, ſhe 


appeared to be ſomewhat affected when 
ſhe came in again to her Friends, who 

immediately ſaid to her, That Man 
« muſt certainly have told you ſome 


good News, you ſeem fo cheerful. * 


I ſhould have great Reaſon to be ſo,? 
anſwered Madam Scaron, could 1 rely 


* on what he has promifed me.? And 


* what then has he promifed you?“ 


cried the Ladies; © May we not know 
it? © No, ſays ſhe ſmiling, «you 


* muſt not; but if it is to come to paſs, | 
I adviſe you to court my Favour be- 
* forehand.* This was all they could 
get out of her. But ſhe could not for- 
bear imparting it to an intimate female 


Friend, from whom ſhe never concealed 


any 


„ 
any thing. As ſoon as ever the Pre- 
diction was fulfilled, ſhe made Enqui- 
ry after Barbè; and finding he was 
dead, ſhe was kind to his Children: 


The Marquis de C— , a very 
rich Man, and a very great Debauchee, 
had ſerious Deſigns upon her. He 
wanted to retire from the World, and 
from thoſe Scenes of Pleaſure he had 
| hitherto indulged himſelf in; and as 
he alſo wanted a Wife, he caſt his Eyes 
on Madam Scaron. He made Intereſt 
with the Marſhal d Albret, who pro- 
miſed to help his Suit. Madam Sca- 
ron, who knew C —x better, told 
Madam 4 Albret that ſuch a Mari was 
not fit for her; that he had neither 
Religion nor Morality; and was 
moreover, fiery and ſtupid; and there- 
fore ſhe preferred a happy Mediocrity 
to a Station where Plagues and Troubles 
would over-balance all the Convenien- 
cies. and Comforts that could be ex- 
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pected from great Riches. The Ma- 
ſhal's Lady inſiſted upon the Match, 
and repreſented to her, that the Mar- 
quis was a Man of Quality, and of a 
Spirit narrow enough to comply with 
her Will in all Things: To which ſhe 
replied, That, in her Judgment, Birth 
without Merit, was not worth regard- 
ing, and that ſhe had a very mean Opi- 
nion of a Man weak enough to let 
himſelf be governed by his Wife. 
Madam d Albret was vexed at this un- 
expected Reſiſtance, and told her, in 
the firſt Impulſe of Paſſion, That ſhe 
was no better than a proud, preciſe 
Woman; that ſhe had not always been 
ſo nice; that the World had ſpoiled 
her, and that ſhe had not ſcrupled 
marrying a burleſque Poet. Madam 
Scaron, who had a great Reſpect for 
the Memory of her Huſband, was ex- 
- ceſſively diſturbed at this Reproach, 
and burſt into Tears. Madam 4 Al 
28 repented her Raſhneſs, endeavoured 
ro 
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to ſoothe her, and ſ aid a thouſand ten- 
der obliging Things to atone fus the 
Inſult; but to little Purpoſe : The 
Stab was given, and went to the very 
Heart of Madam Scaron, who could 
not brook being reflected on for a 
Huſband, whoſe Name alone had 
obtained her a Penſion after his Death, 

and thought capable of preferring a 
Marquis without any Merit to a fine 
Genius that had ſome. The Ducheſs 
de Richelieu effected a Reconciliation. 
M. de C—x had a final Anſwer, and 
gave over a Courtſhip which rather 
diſcovered his high Opinion of himſelf 
than his Eſteem for Madam Scaron. 


G5 c HA 


OO NT NG 


OOO TINT 


* 
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T the Death of the Queen-dow- 
ager, Madam Scaron found her- 

ſelf very remote from the Grandeur 
predicted by Barbè; ſhe loſt the Pen- 
ſion by which ſhe ſubſiſted, and her 
fole Reſource was that of all pious 
Souls, Truſt in divine Providence. | 


M. de Cie appeared again more 
confident of Succeſs, and more preſ- 
fing, but more odious than ever. In 
vain he expected his Happineſs from 
Madam Scaron's Poverty. Nothing 
was capable of altering her Reſolutions, 
when ſhe thought them reaſonable and 
| Juſt: She was not dazzled by the Sta- 

| 5 tion 
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ts offered her, nor dejected at the 
Condition ſhe found herſelf in. Her 
Liberty appeared to her the moſt folid 
Advantage ; and. ſhe told Madam 
d' Albret, that ſhe never would ſtoop to 
be a Man's Slave, after refuſing to be. 
his Wife. Her female Friends looked: 
upon her as an obſtinate, head-ſtrong- 
Woman, that deſerved neither Sup- 
port nor Protection, ſince ſhe ſpurned: 
at fo brilliant. a Fortune. Mademoi- 
ſelle de Lenclos was the only one that 
applauded her Fortitude : That Wo- 
man, ſaid ſhe, is worth all the Mar- 
quiſſes in France. But to be of this 
Opinion, . required a Head as good as 
Ninon s. 


She endeavoured to prevail on tlie 
young King to continue the Penſion 
fhe had had from the Queen-dowager x, 
feveral Petitions in her Behalf were-pre-- 
ſented, wherein the Abbe Teftz had 
diſplayed all his Eloquence; Thoſe 
Bottions, which all began- with theſa 


Wards, - 
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Words, The Widow Scaron humbly be- 
ſeeches, at length tired the King, who 
faid, © Shall I always hear the Widow 
* Scaron's Name brought up?* This 
Saying produced a new Phraſe at Court, 
where, for a Fortnight together, the 
Flirt at any troubleſome Man, was, 
He is as importunate as the Widow SCa- 
ron. 


1 


She applied to M. Colbert, but he did 
not think, that her being the Widow 
of a Wan, who had done nothing but 
laugh and joke all his Life, was a ſuf- 
ficient Title to be ſet down in the Liſt 

of Penſioners. Madam de Chalais, af- 
terwards Princeſs des Ur/ins, promiſed 
to be her Protector, but without the 
leaſt Intention. Madam de Lyonne told 
her ſhe'd ſee about it, and ſhe'd ſpeak 
to this and that, but ſhe ſaid it in 


a Manner that ſeemed to fignify juſt _ 


the contrary. All the World indeed 
offered to ſerve her, but no real Ser- 


vice 
* 
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vice was done her by any body. It 
was on this Occaſion, ſhe faid, * Were 
I in Credit and Proſperity, how dif- 
« ferently would I behave to the Unfor- 
© tunate !* The Ducheſs de Richelieu * 
was the only Perſon that invited her 
to be as free at her Houſe as if ſhe was 
at Home. The World grew every Day 
more odious to her, and her Fond- 
neſs for Solitude increaſed ; ſhe there- 
fore thanked the Ducheſs for her ge- 
nerous Offer, and ſtirred but very ſel- 
dom from the Nunnery of the Hoſpi- 
talers in St. Jon ee 


— ws 
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* Anne Pouſſart, Daughter of Francis Pouſ- 
fart, Marquis de Fors, and Baron of Vigean, 
Lady of Honour to Queen Mary Thereſa of 
Auſtria, and afterwards to the Dauphineſs 
Aune Viftoire of Bavaria. In 1646, ſhe was 
married to Armand de Wignerad du Pleſſis, 
Duke de Richelieu, who was her ſecond Huſ- 
band. She died 1684, without Iſſue. 


% 
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1 


Fortune now 8 to ſinile 1 upors 


her again. A Princeſs of Portugal, 


who had been educated: in France, was 
deſirous of having her Children brought 
up by a. Frenchwoman, and wrote to 
the Portugueſe Ambaſſador to, look out 
for a Lady of Merit, and of a good. 
Family, capable of ſuch a Charge. 


Madam Scaron was fixed upon; the 


Propoſal. was made to her, and ſet in 


the moſt advantageous Light : She- 
cloſed with it, the Terms were agreed 
upon, and the Day of her Departure 


appointed, when a. lucky Incident de-- 
feated this Project. e 


Madam Staren na to be intro- 
duced to Madam * de Monteſpan, be- 
fore ſhe ſet out for Lisbon. I will 
© not, ſaid ſhe to one of: her. Friends, 


— 
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* Athenias de Air Marchioneſs de ; 
3 who died at Baurban in 1707. 


8 have 
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C have Cauſe to reproach myſelf witft. 


© having left France, without ſeeing the 


3 Wonder of it.“ Madam de Monteſe- 
pan, who was then but a riſing Fs avou- 
rite, was mightily taken with the Com- 


pliment. M. & Albret Had already made 
ker entertain a favourable Opinion of. 


this Lady; and the Marchioneſs de Thi-- 
ange, her. Sifter, intimately acquainted” 


_ with Madam Scuron, introduced her as 


a Perſon juſt departing for Portugal. 
Madam de Monteſpan told her ſhe | muſt 
ſtay in France; but the unfortunate: 
Widow made Anſwer, that by the 
Death of the Queen-dowager, ſhe was 


reduced to the Neceſſity of. ſeeking a. 


decent Subfiſtenee abroad. The At- 
tention the Favourite paid to her, en- 
eouraged her to enter upon a Narra- 
tive of her Life and Misfortunes. Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan appeared much con- 
cerned at it, and deſired her to ſet down 
the Particulars in a Petition, which the 


Es —— to preient to the King. 
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| And now the Petitions of the Widow 
Scarou again make their Appearance. 
* What, cried the King, ſtill the Wi- 
dow Scaron ! Am I never to hear of 
<, any thing elſe ? Indeed, Sire, ſaid 
Madam de Monteſpan, it ought to 
© have been over long ago; and it is 
+ ſurpriſing, that your Majeſty has 
© not yet given Ear to that Woman's 


« Complaint : She is really worthy of 


a better Lot; and when you have 


« peruſed this Petition, Ar muſt 
4 1 it. 


| The Hand that preſented the Peti- 
tion, rendered it more agreeable. M. 
de Villeroi *, may had but a very ſlight 
| | | Know- 


\ 


ws 1 de N de 7 llera:, Duke 
and Peer of France, Marſhal, Governor of 
Louis XV. died in 1730. It is generally 
* that Madam de Monteſpan alone ob- 
| tained 
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Knowledge of Madam Scaron, and had 


never promiſed to ſerve her, pleaded 
ſtrenuouſly for her. The Penſion was 
granted, and the Voyage to Portugal 


laid aſide. Madam Scaron went to 


thank M. de Villeroi and Madam de 


Monteſpan for her Succeſs in this Affair; 
and the latter was ſo charmed. with her 
Converſation, that ſhe preſented her to 
the King; who politely ſaid to her, 
© I have made you wait a long while, 
Madam; but you have ſo many 
Friends, that I was unwilling any 
but myſelf ſhould have this Merit. 
0 with you ; 


— 
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tained the Renewal of this Penſion ; yet it is 
very certain that M. de Villeroi had the great- 
eſt Hand in it; it is what Madam de Main- 


tenon averred more than once to Mademoiſelle 
a Aumale. 


* I don't warrant this Fact: It i is —_ 


in 1 The Age of Louis XIV. where there are 


many 
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* Madam Scaron, Who had ſeemed 3 
love the World, and had at laſt ac- 
x cepted of an Apartment at the Hotel 
1 of Kicbelieu, ſuddenly diſcovered by her 
Converſation. and her Way of dreſſing, 
El. that ſhe had run into the ſublimeft 
| Devotion. Her Friends were aſtoniſhed 
at it, and told her, that her former 
Way of living ſtood in no Need of a. 


Reformation. The Abbe 2% inti- 
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many falſe ones. M. de Voltaire ſays he had 
it from the Mouth of Cardinal Fleury, from. 
I whom he has had many other Fhings, which 
| do not appear more probable. Cardinal 
Fleury, adds he, took Delight in often repeat- 
ing it, becauſe, as his Eminency ſaid, Louis XV. 
| made him the ſame Compliment, when he 
:F: gave him the Biſhoprick of Frejus. In all 
that is ſaid of Madam de Maintenen,. by. that 
= Hiſtorian, there are almoſt as many Miſtakes 
as Words: His three Chapters of Anecdotes. 


| are compoſed only on the Hear-ſays of * 
| dormed People, 


EY 
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mated to her, that he feared fhe had 
committed the Direction of her Con- 
ſcience to a Man who was too rigid. She 
had taken for her Confeſſor the AbbeGo- 
belin, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, a good 
Counſellor, but a little enthuſiaſtical, 
if one may judge by ſome Letters of 
his, which I have ſeen, and a very au- 
ſtere Moraliſt. He inhibited the moſt 
innocent Pleaſures, inſiſted upon con- 
tinual Mortifications, and ſet out with 
enjoining his Penitent to be dull and 
melancholy in Company, in order to 
maſter the ſtrong Inclination ſhe had to 


make herſelf agreeable by her Wit. 


* obey, faid ſhe to ſome particular 
Friends, but finding I yawn and 
* make others do the ſame, I am ready 
( to bid adieu to Devction.“ 


This Taſte for witty ng ſenſible 
Converſation, ſet her at Variance with 
Madam de la Fayette, who was vexed. 
to ſee her Court. deſerted, while that 
of Madam Scaron daily increaſed. Ma- 


dam 


| ( 140 7 
dam de la Fayette was ambitious of ſet⸗ 


ting up in the Room of the Marchioneſs 


de Sable; but ſhe was not equal to 


the Place. Madam de Sablz had a great 
deal of Wit, and ſtill more good Senſe : 


The young Nobleſſe aſſiduouſly fre- 
quented her Houſe: To have been 


moulded by her, was a Title to a 


diſtinguiſned Reception in the great 
World. Madam de la Fayette, though 


ſhe had a greater Genius and more Ta- 
lents, wanted that complaiſant Familia- 


rity which renders Women's Converſa- 


tion amiable and ſolid: She was too 

impatient, ſometimes extremely kind, 
fometimes imperious, and often pee- 
viſh and moroſe. And notwithſtand- | 


ing theſe Imperfections, ſhe expected 


an infinite deal of Reſpect, which ſhe 


frequently re- paid with lofty Airs. 
Her Houſe was ſoon forſaken, in ſpight 
of all her Wit, and the Duke de Ja 


Roc befoucault, who was conſtantly there. 
She taxed Madam Scaron with being 


the 


; 
| 
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the Occaſion of it, and made her after. 
wards pay dearly for the Honour of 
having been more amiable and more 
eſteemed than herſelf. | Madam Scaron 
retired to St. Germain, from whence ſhe 
frequently went to the Blue Nuns, where 


ſhe was highly eſteemed by the Relict 
of Marſhal Rantzau, who had taken 


the Habit there in 1653, and by Ma- 
dam de Saint Baſil, a Woman of great 


Piety, who frequently repaired thither 
to ſpend a few Weeks in Retirement. 


In this Solitude, from whence Hea- 
vineſs and Melancholy had like to have 
driven her a hundred Times, ſhe ap- 
plied herſelf to reading. Coulanges and 
the Abbe Tzu picked up the beſt 
Books for her, and alſo ſent her every 
new Thing that came from the Preſs. 


— 
— 
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* See her Memoirs of the French Court, 
here ſhe diſparages the Utility of the F oun- 
dation of St. Cyr. 


Thus 


'S 
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Thus the improved her Mind with the 
wiſeſt and moſt ingenious Authors : 
Romances ſhe never liked: Morality, 
Politics and Hiſtory, ſhe preferred te 
all other Books; and among the Wri- 
ters on theſe Subjects, Montaigne, Ta- 

| 


citus, the Life of St. Louis, the Hi- 
ſtory of Elizabeth, pleaſed her moſt. 


CHAP, 


bo ) | 
* 
By e 


Cc H AP VII. 
Amours of Louis XIV. 
HILE Madam Scaron, in the 
Rue des Tournelles, is minding, 
lies ſpiritual Concerns, or improving 


1 her Mind, let us take a View of what 


1s doing at that Court where ſhe was, 

one Day, to reign, and fee how many 
Hearts Louis XIV. tried, before he 
found one worthy of his own. 


That Prince was formed by Nature 
tender and lovely. He had no need of 
thoſe two Qualities to be beloved, as 
his Rank might have ſupplied the 
Want of them. But Heaven, who 

would have every thing to be extraor- 


dinary in him, had joined to all the | bf | 


Gifts 
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Gifts of Grandeur that graceful F i- 
gure, that noble Air. and inſinuating 
Behaviour, that Senſibility of Heart, 
which pave the Way to eaſy Con- 
queſts, and add new Charms to Love. 


The Baroneſs de Beauvais was the 
Object of his firſt Inclinations, which 
Anne of Auſtria reſtrained ; and Louis | 
learned betimes to love tenderly, be- | 
cauſe his firſt Amours met with Op- | 
1 poſition. 3G”; : | | 
C | | Mademoiſelle d * Argencour = Mad of . - | 
| Honour to the Queen-Mother, being 
| handſome, extremely amorous, and 
very tender, ſought to pleaſe, and ſuc- 
ceeded in her Deſign: But ſhe pleaſed 
I only for a few Weeks, for ſhe was 
| | liked at the fame Time by Chamarante, B 
| | firſt Valet de Chambre. This Chama- | 
IF rante was one of the handſomeſt Men 1 
I at Court, and a much Preparer Object | 


OO — . Fan Se. — — Sr en Le 
i — rare ns — ; 


* Her Father was Governor of Narbonne. 55 i | 
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for the Love of a Girl, whoſe Conſti- 


tution was warm, and her Sentiments 


not greatly refined, than a young King, 
whom Nature whiſpered that there 
were Pleaſures which his Age did not 


yet allow him to taſte. Mademoiſelle 


d Argencourt, elated to ſee her Maſter 


at her Feet, ſecured her Aſcendant by 


her Rigours : She indulged the King 
in Sighs, but at the ſame Time ex- 
acted Reſpect from him: She won the 


Queen's Friendſhip by her prudent 


Carriage, but in private ſhe made her- 


ſelf Amends with her Lover for this 
forced Virtue. Love is jealous: The 


King ſuſpected it, cauſed his Miſtreſs 
to be watched, and diſcovered that 


ſhe was unfaithful to him. An un- 
lucky Billet informed him of a Ren- 
dezvous not deſigned for him. A 
yet he knew not his Rival: But how * 
- was he ſurprized and mortified, when 


he found that the happy Perſon was 
one of his Valets. Chamarante was 


213211 "on 9 puniſhed, 
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puniſhed, and Mademoiſelle 4 Argen 
court caſt off 


Louis never was able to ſhake off 
the Prejudices which this Adventure 
gave him againſt Women : He always 
miſtruſted them, and ever had a Diſ- 

truſt of himſelf: He built no longer 
on their Fidelity, nor on his own Me- 
Tit: He could have no Certainty of 
being loved independently of his Crown, 
without which a King can find but 
little Felicity in Love. In ſhort, the 
Affair of Chamarante marr d all his 
Pleaſures. 


Cardinal Mazarin had ſent for his 
Nieces from Ialy. They were Ladies 
of great Senſe, and ſoon became Or- 
naments to the Court. To that noble 
and lofty Air of Gallantry, which 
Anne of Auſtria had brought from 
Spain, they joined all the Graces, the 


** oy „ 


* 


Lett. of Oui Patin. 


(an 
little Artifices, the Vivacity and Co- 
quetry which agreed extremely well 
with the Softneſs, the Delicacy and de- 
cent Freedom which had already ob- 


tained in France. 


Louis made his Addreſſes to the 
eldeſt, was favourably heard, but had 
no Succeſs : The Cardinal married her 
to the Count of Soiſſons, Father of 
Prince Eugene, and by that Means 
broke off the Affair. 


Mary Mancini, her Siſter, who was 
afterwards married to the Conſtable 
Colonna, took her Place. She was far 
from beautiful; but ſo agreeable, that 
it was hardly poſſible to take Notice of 
her little Eyes, her Mouth, which was 
rather of the wideſt, and livid Com- 
plexion. Her Wit was piercing, na- 
tural though .cultivated, brilliant and 
yet judicious. In all her Actions there 
was an irreliſtible Sincerity and Ele- 
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gance; and Louis, whoſe Heart was 


diſengaged, yielded it up to her. 


I be Cardinal pretended to diſap- 
prove of this Paſſion, but was ſecretly 
Pleaſed with it, becauſe it left. him fole 
Maſter of all Affairs; ne therefore o- 


mitted nothing that might encourage 
it. The Queen-Dowager was not alarm 


ed at it: She thought Diſguſt muſt 


needs be inſeparable from Uglineſs, and 


never conſidered that the Eye foon 
grows as familiar with it as with Beau- 
ty: But the Charms of the Mind are 
laſting, becauſe they are ever new * : 

Beſides, ſhe perceived that he had no 


Pleaſure but in her Company, and ſhe 
Fad not Reſolution enough to deprive 


'a Son, whom ſhe doated on, of his 
Pleaſures. Her Spies made her eaſy 


by telling her, that the King and Ma- 
demoiſelle Mancini employed thoſe 


— —_—_— * 
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KRecentes 
Ingenioſa dabit ſemper amica jocos. 


Hours 
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Hours in reading Poems, Romances, 
and Plays, which other Lovers would 
have ſpent in furniſhing Subjects for 
| ſuch Pieces. Mary Mancini made him 


j | learn Italian, taught him to read, to 
þ think, to have a quick Senſe of Things, 
| and contributed more to. the Improve- 
} ment of his Mind, and the forming of 
his Taſte, than all his Preceptors. S0 
1 great a Maſter is Love. 4-2 


I nſenſibly thoſe Flames became 
\ fiercer : And Mazarin wanted to ex- 
. tinguiſh them, either becauſe they 
thwarted his Views, or that he had 
taken an Averſion to his Niece, or per- 


( 


1 haps defigned to humour the Queen. 
| ö He forbid the two Lovers to fee one 
þ another; but this only ſerved to make 
1 them long to meet the oftener : They 
1 ſought the Means of doing it, and ; 
{ found them. What was at firſt an in- 


nocent friendly Commerce, became a 
violent Paſſion. Mancini had too much 

4 Wit not to underſtand Intrigue; Louis 
2. - mn too 
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too much Authority to obey : They 


concerted Interviews, vented the ten- 


- . i 
dereit Sentiments of their Hearts, and 


vowed eternal Love to each other. 
The Cardinal let the King languiſh in 
Idleneſs, and ſoftened him with Plea- 
ſures. That Prince was born for Bu- 
ſineſs: Being kept at a Diſtance from 
Affairs, he made an important Buſi- 
neſs of his Amours. Mary Mancini 
being ambitious of ruling, often gave 
him Lectures on the Conſtraint in 


which her Uncle held him: As ſhe 


hated the Cardinal, her whole Study 
was to get from under his Tutelage; 
and as ſhe loved the King, ſhe was 
very deſirous of ſetting im free like- 


wiſe. She repreſented to him, that 


his Miniſter and his Mother ſought 
only to keep him eternally in Leading- 
Strings ; that it was Time for him to 


reign, and that ſhe would love him a 


thouſand Times more as a laborious 
Maſter, than as an idle Slave. Why 
don't you exert your Power?“ ſaid 

| ſhe, 


— 
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ſhe, and not obey a Prieſt; you, who 
might make all Europe tremble. One 
Stretch of Authority would cover 
« you with Glory. Though I am your 
Subject, you are not worthy of me, 
* whilſt you hve in Servitude. I love 
you extremely; but your Glory is 
with me above all Things.“ 


Such Expreſſions of maſculine and 
heroic Love made Mazarin odious to 
him; and the Artifices which this 
Cardinal employed to ruin his Niece, 
rendered that Lady much dearer than 
ever to him. Once in a tender Hour 
he promiſed her Marriage; and when- 


ever thoſe Fits of Tenderneſs returned, 


that Promiſe was as often repeated. 


The Cardinal did not imagine that 


| this Paſſion could have grown fo ſtrong. 
He had been in Fear about the Ho- 


nour of his Niece, and now he feigned 
to be concerned for the King's Glary : 
Nevertheleſs, he perceived with a ſe- 


EL 4 cret 
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eret - SaciafaQicin that this Marriage was 
poſſible, and the Queen-Mother gueſſed 
at his ambitious Views. One Day as 
he was endeayouring to ſound theQueen 
on this Head, ſhe ſaid to him with 
ſome Warmth; If ever my Son ſhould 
be guilty of ſuch Mganneſs, I would 
put myſelf at the Head of all the 


Orders of the State, to avenge the 


© Honour of the Royal Houle *”* 


- Mazarin, who was always ſubmiſſive 
when talked to in earneſt, trembled at 


theſe Words: That Miniſter, Kill 


more deteſtable than deteſted, might 


have revenged himſelf on France, by 
giving her a Queen of his Blood, had 


he had more Courage, or had he been 
as ambitious as he was rapacious. 
 Kichelieu would not have demurred on 


nn —— 


dee the Memoirs of Madam de Motte- 
ville. This Fact is alſo related in other Me- 


moirs of the Times. 


ſuch 
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ſuch an Occaſion. Mazarin, intimi- 
dated by the Queen's Complaints, and 
the loud Murmurs of the Court, was 
willing to make a Merit of that which 
to his little Soul was a Neceſſity. He 
ſent away his Nieces. In vain the 
King wept and ſighed, ſtormed and 
menaced; they ſet out. It was at this 
Parting, that Mademoiſelle Mancini 
ſpoke thoſe Words to Louis XIV. which 
included ſo many Things, and which 
Racine ſo happily introduced in his 
Tragedy of Britannicus, Sire, you 
are a King; you weep, and I depart.” 


Louis, when ſeparated from his Miſ- 
treſs, felt all the Violence of his Paſ- 
ſion, gave no Ear to the Queen's Re- 
monſtrances, and would not hear a 
Word about a Match for him with the 
Princeſs of Savoy, nor with the Infanta 
of Spain. By Degrees he opened his 
Eyes, and Abſence effected what Rea- 
fon was incapable of doing. He read 
H 5 the 


the Cardinal's Letters, who inceſſantly 
reproached him with foregoing the Ad- 
vantage of being the greateſt King in 
the. World, in order to live ingloriouſly 
with Mancini; and who, reminding 
him of all the Care and Toil he had 
coſt him from his Intancy, and the 
Dangers he had eſcaped by his Coun- 
ſels, threatened to forſake him and re- 
tire to Italy. Theſe Letters made him 
reſolve upon concluding his Marriage 
with the Infanta. 


That Princeſs came into France in 
1660. She did not want Beauty ; ſhe 
had a noble Air, had fine Eyes, and a 
very. fair Complexion, but nothing 
ſtriking, nothing animated. Her good 
Temper won her every Heart, except 
that ſhe moſt wanted. She had no 
Ambition to govern, nor had ſhe a 
Capacity for it. Her Thoughts were 
entirely taken up with the Love of 
God and the Indifference of the King ; 
without ever murmuring againſt her 
. Creator, 


* ö : 
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Creator, or complaining of her Huf 
band. 


Louis treated her with all the Com- 
plaiſance and Regard due to her Virtue, 
but was much fonder of the Converſa- 
tion of Henrietta of England, Siſter of 
Charles the Second. This Princeſs was. 
young, beautiful and engaging; ex- 
cepting only her Shape and Stature, ſhe 


was Nature's Maſter-piece. Her Con- 


verſation was extremely delightful; her 
Mind was improved by the beſt Books; 
her Taſte ſolid and delicate, her Temper 
even and charming; and with all this, 
an Inclination and a Talent to pleaſe. 
Henrietta was as dull and heavy in. 


* Monfieur's Company, as the King was: 


with the Queer. ; they imparted their 


reſpective Diſſike of their Partners, and 


met together to eaſe their Minds. At 
firſt their Interviews were only intended 


* Her Conſort, and Brother of Louis XIV.. 
= | p A8. 
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us a Become againſt Melancholy, but 


ſoon after, tenderer Sentiments pro- 


duced a more intimate Correſpondence. 
Little Entertainments and Feſtivities 


were given; Billets-doux were wrote to 


each other ; Verſes were ſent : They 
took Excurſions together in the Woods, 
and ſometimes ſtrayed in them: The 
Courtiers whiſpered, the Queen-Dow- 
ager ſtormed, Monſieur complained, and 
Diſcord crept in among the * 
Family. 


Touis was too honeſt to engroſs the 
Affections of his Brother's Wife; he 
therefore abſtained from the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing her ſo often as heretofore : 


But wanting Virtue and Reſolution e- 


nough to confine his Love to the Queen, 


he ſought to beſtow his Heart elſe⸗ = 


ere. 5 


\ 


A certain young Girl TRY to 
be ſmitten with that majeſtic Stature, 


the Sound of that noble and * 
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Voice, that heroic Phyſiognomy, P34 


thoſe regular Features, which made 
him the moſt amiable Man at his 


Court. She had him continually be- 


fore her Eyes, and ſecretly brooded 
over this innocent Paſſion. Sometimes 
ſhe wiſhed herſelf a Princeſs, that ſhe 
might have Crowns to offer him: 


Sometimes ſhe wiſhed him to be only 


a private Man, that ſhe might offer 
him her Heart. Oh! faid yy that 
he were a Shepherd. 


The King took Delight in con- 
verſing with a Child that wiſhed him 
a Shepherd's Crook, At firſt he di- 
verted himſeſf with her frank, ingenu- 
ous Speeches, but in a little Time he 
was caught in the Snare. She was 
not a finiſhed Beauty: but ſhe was fo 


lovely, that this Verſe of La Fontaine, 
And yet more graceful far than perfea 


Beauty, 


ſeemed to have been made expreſly for 


her, Her Hair was fair, her Com- 
1 plexion 


\ 
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plexion brown, her Smile agreeable, 


her Eyes blue, and not affected with 
the Deſire of pleaſing Men : Her 
Look ſo tender, and at the ſame Time 


ſo modeſt, that it excited at once both 


Love and Eſteem. As of Wit ſhe 


had little enough, ſhe had too much 


Senſibility of Heart to have a great 


deal: Always reading, but thinking 


too much of the King to improve by 


it: Void of Ambition, and free from 
any bye Views: More intent on the 
Object of her Love, than ſtudious to 


pleaſe him: Quite collected within her- 


ſelf, valuing Honour above all Things, 


and more than once riſking: her Life to 
avoid the Suſpicion of Frailty, In her 


Temper gentle, liberal and timorous, 


never forgetting that ſhe was doing il}, 


and always hoping to do better: A 
Chriſtian Sentiment that brought down 
upon her the richeſt Treaſures of di- 


vine Mercy, and made her paſs a long 


Life in the ſolid Joy, and even cheer- 
=_ ener: ml 
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ful Satisfaction of an n Pe- 
nance. 


Such was Mademoiſelle de la Va- 

here. Viſits at the Princeſ. Henrietta's, 
where ſhe was Maid of Honour, were 
renewed. Henrietta quickly. perceived 
ſhe was not the Object of thoſe Viſits, 
and highly reſented it. The King ap- 
peaſed her by Careſſes, and won La 
Valiere by his Complaiſance. The 
Marquis de Vardes was their Confi- 
dent, and procured them Interviews. 
Louis was charmed with her Simplicity, 
her Innocence, her gracetul Modeſty ; 


a thouſand Times more dangerous than 


- thoſe regular Beauties ſo much ad- 


mired. Two Hearts formed to love 
one another, never loved more ſincerely. 


em 
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* See the Memoirs of the Abbe de Choiſy, 
who knew her particularly. We have, 
< ſays he, play'd together above an hundred 
Times at Hide-and-ſeek and Blind-man's- 
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The Queen-Mother having been in- 


formed of their Interviews, ſpoke to 


the King very ſharply about it, and 
endeavoured to cure him of his Paſ- 
fion, but all in vain. The Ducheſs 
de Navailles, by the Advice of her 
Huſband,, the moſt auſtere. and the 
moſt virtuous Man at Court, cauſed 
Iron Grates to be fixed up at La Va- 
liere's Chamber-Windows. The young 
Lady was exceſſively nettled at this 
Affront, as it pointed her out parti- 
cularly ; but the next Day all the Win- 
dos of the Maids of Honour were 
barricaded in the ſame Manner. 


Still Henrietta was enraged at this 
Preference: Whenever ſhe caſt her Eyes 
on La Valiere, Envy and Fury appeared 
in her Countenance. The King having 
given his new Miſtreſs a Pearl Necklace 
and Diamond Buckles of conſiderable 
Value, this Preſent compleated her Di- 


ſtraction. TRE Court was all in a 


0 i Flame: 


0 
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Flame: Every Body's Eyes were open, 


waiting impatiently to ſee which of 
the two Rivals would get the Victory; 
but all kept Silence, Freedom of 1 


being yy — 


The * was 1 fon, of 
Hunting, and uſed to make the Ladies 
partake of this Diverſion, delighting; 
to ſee them dreſſed in that Amazonian. 
Habit which Queen Chriſtina had in- 
troduced in France and Traly. Made- 
moiſelle de la Valiere, who appeared to 
great Advantage in that Dreſs, made 
all the Pleaſure of theſe Parties: And 


Henrietta, for whoſe Sake they were 


always pretended to be made, often 


broke them off, being too proud to 
make her Beauty ſerve as a Foil to her 
Rival's. 


La Valieres and the King's Love 
grew ſtronger every Day, and the 


Vexation of thoſe who difapproved of 


it, increaſed proportionably. In vain 
Louis 
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Louis took Precautions, and obſerved a 
certain Decorum, out of Reſpect for 
the Queen; in vain, by i ingenious Fic- 
tions, he endeavoured to conceal his 
Paſſion; in vain La Valiere enjoyed, 
among the Crowd, Feſtivities which 
were deſigned for her alone: The 
Zeal of the Navailles, the Ill- humour 
of Madam Henrietta, and the Intrigues 
of his Confident the Count de Guiche, 


obliged the King to ſhake off- this my- 
ſerious Conſtraint. 


TD he more. ſubmiſſive and reſocful 
was La Valieres Behaviour to Hen- 
rietta, the more Indignation and Con- 
tempt ſhe met with from that Princeſs. 
The King often found her in Tears, 
deploring the ill Uſage ſhe met with; 
and ſhe never looked ſo beautiful as 
when that languiſhing Air, which 
was natural to her, was rendered {till 
more charming by Affliction. 


th This 
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This lovely Girl could not brook 
being ſpurned at and frowned: upon. 


She had Reſolution enough to go and 


ſhut herſelf up in the Convent of 
Chaillot, where ſhe propoſed to live un- 


noticed, detached from the World 


and from Love. The King called for 
his Miſtreſs, denounced Vengeance a- 
gainſt . thoſe he ſuſpected of convey- 
ing her away from him, heard that ſhe 
was at Chaillozt, took Horſe directly 
and went to ſeek her; talked with her, 
and perſuaded her, brought her back. 
in Triumph, formed her Houſhold, 


created her a Ducheſs, and command- 


ed his Court to efteem the Object of 
his Love. 


La Valiere, thus rendered independ- 
ent, did not ſeek to be revenged of her 
Enemies; yet ſhe increaſed their Num- . 
ber, by the Care ſhe took never to aſk 
any Favours from the King : She re- 

| . ceived 
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ceived no Vilits ; her Thoughts cen- 
tering entirely in herſelf and in her 
Paſſion, ſhe avoided Splendor and 
Oſtentation; and, except Louis, all 


Things were indifferent to her. Some 
aſcribed to Haughtineſs and Iil- Nature 


what was the Effect of Delicacy and 
Love; others ſaid, the King inſiſted 
upon this Retirement: But it was not 


in his Nature to be jealous, and much 
leſs to be deceived. Being modeſt and 
timorous, ſhe hated Pageantry and 
Pomp ; and in the frequent Entertain- 
ments made for her, her only Plea- 
| ſare was to ſee the Eyes of all the La- 
dies fixed on the King, and his fixed 
on none but herſelf, She did not lay 


the Nation at her Feet ; ſhe meddled 


not with the Intrigues of Courtiers, 
nor the Paſſions of Miniſters ; ſhe 
amaſſed no Riches ; ſhe withdrew from 
the Crowd, lay quiet in her Station; 
was aſhamed of being a Miſtreſs, a 
Mother, and a Ducheſs. In ſhort, as 


Madam 
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Madam de Sevigne uſed to ſay, we ſhall 
never ſee the like of her again. 


The Count de V. teh * was the 
firſt Fruit of their Love. Louis was 
preſent at the Delivery, helped the 
Phyſicians, ſhared all the Pains of her 
Labour like a F ather and a Lover, 
feared that his Miſtreſs had been poi- 
ſoned, ſaid to the Ladies about her, 
Take all I have in the World, but 
leave me in Poſſeſſion of her, re- 
ceived the Child in his Arms, and loved 
the Mother more than ever. 


— 


* Louis de Bourbon, Count de Vermandois, 
died in 1683. In the Perſian Secret Me- 
moirs there is a ridiculous Anecdote, not 
much unlike Voltaire's Iron Maſk. When 
Boſſuet acquainted Madam de la Vahere with 
the Death of the Count de Vermandbis, 
„ Ought I, ſaid ſhe, to weep at the Death of 
a2 Son, whoſe Birth 1 have not yet done 
-< nn for? ꝰ 


Madam 


— —_——— 
ih =Y — * 
unn * 
4 * bi 4 - 
- A - Mw 9 = mw 6 — = : 
= * 4 — - : 
* * : * * bh * 0 
9 * 
i 


* 


( 166 . 


Madam de la Valiere often loſt Sight 
of her Duty, yet always loved Virtue. 


Moſt Women boggle and demur only 


the firſt Time of their granting a Fa- 
vour; but a Repetition of it coſt her 


almoſt as much: She could not grow 
familiar with Vice. A maiden Baſh- 
fulneſs attended her even in thoſe frail 


Moments, when Voluptuouſneſs gets 
full Poſſeſſion of us: She granted no- 


thing; every thing was to be in a 


Manner extorted from her; ſo that 
her Lover conſidered each Favour as 


a new Victory. 


This Conduct ſecured her the King's 
Heart, who always found in her the 


' Comforts of an agreeable Converſation, 
the Reſources of a delicate Paſſion, the 
Stimulation of Reſiſtance, and the 


Glory of Conqueſt. Simple Virtue, 
and artleſs Love, were much ſtronger 
Ties than all the Fetters that can be 
forged by the moſt experien ced and 

ingenious 


—_—- 
ingenious Coquetry. I ſhould not be 
ſurprized to ſee a refined Coquet take 


Pattern from La Valiere, who had ſo 
Ste of the n in her. 1 


The S 4 ſuch perfect Love 
muſt needs reſemble their Parents. 
Mademoiſelle de Blois * who was ſo 
many Years the Delight of the French 
Court, had all the Graces of La Valiere, 


the Beauty of Louis, and the Heart 
and Mind of both. 


The virtuous Denials of Madam de 
la Valiere, Denials indeed leſs virtuous 
than extraordinary, frequently made 
the King go aſtray : He had too much 
Reſpect for his firſt Choice, not to tzke 
Care to conceal thoſe Infidelities from 
her. A Contradiction to his Deſires 


** 


— 


„ » Mary Anne de Bourbon, alias Mademni- 
ſelle de Blois, married Louis Armand, Prince 
of Conti, and died in 1739. 
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detached him for a few Moments, pot 
Habitude always brought him hack: 


Athenais de Miro; Marchioneſs 
die Monteſpan, attempted to get Poſſeſ- 

Hon of a Heart beſieged by all the 
Court Ladies. She appeared there, 


- and eclipſed all that had appeared be- 


fore her. She was loved by * Lauzun, 
who, after having been his Maſter's Ri- 
val, became his Confident, was on the 
Point of becoming his Kinſman, and 
concluded, by coming out of a long 
and hard Confinement, in order to be 
made a Duke, and then left to drag 
on Life to old Age, without Eſteem 
and without Honour, 


: "Madam de Monteſpan, Madam de 
Thiange, her elder Siſter, and the Ab- 


\ 
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Peguilin de Caumont, Count de Lauzin ; 
his Amours with Mademoi ſolle (Grand-daugh- 
ter of m—_ IV. ) are well known, J 
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beſſe of Fontevrault, the youngeſt were 
the fineſt Women at Court, all three 
endowed with an uncommon Share of 
Senſe, as well as extraordinary Beauty. 
Vivonneè *, their Brother, had, like them, 
a graceful Figure, and a brilliant Wit, 
to which he added a refined Taſte, ac- 

quired by Erudition. What is read- 
ing good for? ſaid Louis XIV. to him 
one Day; © Reading, anſwered he, is | 
of as much Benefit to my Mind, as, 

your Patridges to my Cheeks.” 


Theſe four Perſons made excellent 
Company; their Turn of thinking was 
the ſame, and peculiar to them: It 

was called the Wit of the Mortemars, 
and conſiſted of genuine Delicacy, a 
ſmart, decent, humorous Vein; and 
with all this a perfect Union. 


n 


— 
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* Louis Victor de Late e Marſhal of 
France, General of the Gallies, Duke de Vi. 
vonne, died the Third of April, 1668. ; 


I Ma- 


. * ) i 
Nladam Fe might poſſibly 
have never had above one Look from 
Louis XIV. had it not been for one of 
thoſe little Temerities which ſometimes 
are productive of great Events. She 
was much addicted to Raillery, and in- 


dulged it every Evening on the Ladies 


ſhe had ſeen that Day attacking the 
King s Heart, Her Repartees and 


keen Jeſts, procured her the Hatred of 


her own Sex, but produced a contrary 
Effect in the Men. Nothing was ad- 
mired but the Sallies of Monteſpan; 
and though they could not come up 


to the Pleaſantry of them, ſtill they 


would mimick the Manner. Lauzun 
uſed to entertain the King with them, 
who repeated them to La Valiere. The 
latter took a Liking to a Perſon who ſo 
ſeverely laſhed thoſe who aimed at 


ſupplanting her. She thought her in- 


capable of the Intrigues and ridiculous 
Actions which ſhe ſo nicely diſcerned 


and expoſed in others; ſhe made her 
7; | one 


(e © 
one in her Parties, without-fore-ſeeing 
that ſhe was making her a Partner in 


her Pleaſures, and railing; her into her 


own. Place. 


The King, who ſcems to have been 
deſtined to treat at firſt with Diſdain, 
all that he was to be one Day exceſ- 


fively fond of, looked upon Madam 


de Monteſpan as an agreeable Woman, 
worthy of Lauaun, worthy of the Tri- 
flers at Court. She ſet upon him in 
every Shape, and he did not vouchſafe 
to take any Notice of it. Obſerve; 
© {aid he to Madam de la Valiere, how 
* ſhe ogles me; ſhe would doubtleſs 
be very glad if I took Notice of 
* her.* Perhaps he loved her already, 
without being aware of it; ſhe daily 
gained Ground in his Heart, by her 
inexhauſtible Fund of Raillery. He 
thought her free from the Faults which 
ſhe was ſo quick at diſcerning, and ex- 
poled with ſo unconcerned an Air and 

11 Tone. 
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'S one. In fine, ſhe fixed herſelf ſo well 
in his Heart, that ſhe ſhared it with La 
Valiere. Such is the Power of Wit and 


Beauty, that we cannot triumph over 
N but * W them at a Diſtance! 


The Kiva Rill ſenGbly affected with 
che Sincerity and Singularity of the Du- 
cheſs de la Valere's Love, but at the 
ſame Time no leſs affected with the 
Charms of ſenſaal Pleaſures, was. grow- 
ing weary of the Scruples of a Con- 
ſcience that was tender indeed, but 
which was either too ſcrupulous, or not 
nice enough. His Heart relented from 
a Principle of Gratitude : , Men are 
willing enough to be under ſome Ob- 
ligation ; but it 1s very rare to find a 
Soul generous and grateful enough to 
conſent to be entirely obligated. -.. 


Along with this Kind of Wearineſs 


he entertained the flattering Idea of be- 
ing loved by a Woman that deſpiſed 


all 
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all her Sex, and was reſpected by them, 
though' ſhe excelled them in Beauty. 
He declared his Paſſion, Lauzun exag- 


gerated it, and Madam de Monteſpan 


gave Hopes of Cucceſs. 


The firſt Infidelities were very pri- 


vate. How could he refolve to grieve 
a2 Heart ſo tender as that of La Valiere? 


Love has a piercing Eye: She diſcovered 
theſe Practices, wept and complained, 


was cheer'd again, and pardoned his 
Breach of Faith. 


The Marquis de Monteſpan was ig- 
norant of this Intrigue. The Moment 


he was informed of it, he went diſtract- 


ed. He was willing enough that his 
Wife ſhould be Lauzun's Miſtreſs, but 
could not conſent to let the King have 
her; a ſtrange Notion of Honour! He 
expreſſed his Reſentment a thouſand 
different Ways, was the firſt to pro- 


claim his Diſhonour, endeavoured to 


1 ' = 
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imbitter the King's Pleaſures, put him- 
ſelf in Mourning as if his Wife had 
been dead, wrote a Letter to the Pope, 


demanding Permiſſion to marry again, 


ſhewed that Letter to Louvois, and 
play'd a thouſand of thoſe fooliſh 


Pranks, which Paris applauded, be- 


cauſe Paris is cenſorious, but which 


Verſailles laugh'd at, becauſe ſuch F ol- 7 
lies are no Part of our Manners. 


—— 


The King forbid him the Court, and 
found himſelf obliged to make public 
an Intrigue which he was ſtill deſirous 


of keeping ſecret. 


Madam de la Valiere beheld the Af. 
cendant her Rival was gaining, and 
ſaw it without ſcarcely complaining. 
She made an Oppoſition to it, but with 


Meekneſs and Good- Nature: She was 


Witneſs of a Triumph ſo grievous to 


her, without ſcarcely venting any Ex- 


preſſions harſher than theſe, © They 
are 
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are not ſenſible of all the Uneaſineſs 
they Sie me” | 


Madam als Ane enjoyed her 

Poſt of Favourite in great Pomp and 
Splendor: She made haſte to reap the 
Fruits of it: Reſpect and Submif- 
ſion pleaſed her Vanity and Ambition. 

She began to reign with Authority: 
She was indeed capable of bringing in 
the een of the nn 


Her 8 Was bow this Middle 


Size, her Features ſoft, delicate, and 


not too large : She had ſparkling Eyes, 
a ſmall Mouth, adorned with a lovely 
Set of Teeth, and a French Noſe finely 
ſhaped : Her Neck admirably well 
turned ; her Hair of the flaxen Colour 
floating in long Treſſes on the beſt- 
| ſhaped Shoulders in the World. In 
ſhort, ſhe was a finiſhed Beauty, but a 
ſenſual Beauty, rather made for Volup- 
tuouſneſs than for a ſolid Attachment. 


I 4 The 
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The King had ſome awims: about 


his Paſſion for a married Woman. As 


he had a Senſe of Religion, and was 
an honeſt Man, he never could get 
over this Scruple. He endeavoured 
to ſtifle the Voice of Conſcience, by 


making his Crime public and brilliant, 


and giving it a Sanction by the Exam- 
ple, the Meanneſs, the Submiſſiveneſs 
of flattering Courtiers. The Illuſion 
laſted long, but it did not prevent 


Madam de Monteſpar's being often laid 


down and taken up again. Her Reign 
never was fi: nly eftabliſhed, and this, 


perhaps, was the . of her N 
10 . 


The Example of Louis was contagi- 
ous; his Court minded nothing but 
amorous Intrigues. The Grand-daugh- 
der of Henry IV. fell in love with a 
private Gentleman. Henrietta, though 
not criminal, appeared ſo in the Eye 
| of 
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of a weak, jealous Huſband. Turenne, 
at the Age of Threeſcore, was the 
Lover and the Dupe of the Marchio- 
neſs de Coatguen. The Queen's Maids 
of Honour were too often tempted not 


to have frequent Falls. Even Louvois 


himſelf followed the Faſhion. + * 


The Ducheſs de la Valiere had tem- 
pered the Splendor of her Station with. 
Modeſty. The Marchioneſs de Mon- 
teſpan behaved with Pride and Oſten- 
tation. The Feſtivities were more 
brilliant, Homages more preciſe, De- 
pendance ſtricter, and outward Carriage 
more ſubmiſſive. The Whole bore a 
Characteriſtic of Imperiouſneſs in the 
Lover and the Miſtreſs, and an Air of 


profound Submiſſion in the Courtiers. 


This is one of the Epochs of a Change 
in the Manners of the French, who be- 
came more gentle and flexible, but loſt 
in Freedom as much as they gained in 
Decorum and Politeneſs. 


1 5 After 
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Alfter the firſt Conſtraints were over, 
the two Lovers, being tired of wearin 
a Maſk, no longer kept any Meaſures. 
The Queen had barely her Due. La 
Valiere was ſtill conſidered by the King, 
who ceaſed to love her, and yet ceaſed 
not to ſee her. All the Honours, all 
the Homages were for Madam de Mon- 
teſpan. While Louis was intent on the 
Invaſion of Holland, in the Midſt of 
Pleaſures and Diverſions, he took her 
along with him to Flanders, in the Face 
of the World. The Induſtry of Arti- 
ficers was exhauſted, in order to gra- 
tify the Caprices of a new Kind of 
Luxury. The Treafure of the King- 
dom was laviſhed ; Clagni-houſe was 
built in a Taſte deſigned to pleaſe her 
alone. Every Knee bowed before a 
Subject, who never went abroad with- 
out the moſt pompous-Enſigns of Roy- 
alty, and had always four Life- n 
to attend her. 


But 
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; But let us now reſume the Thread 
of Madam Scaron's Life, which has 
been broke off by a Digreſſion that 
I could not look upon as unneceſſary, 
whatever the Reader's Opinion of it 
may happes to be. 


e 
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decals 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Madam Scaron made 2 — of 


the King's Children, by Madam 
de Montef _ 


AD AI0 2 aint depend 


on having a powerful Protec- 


trix in the Perſon of Madam de Monteſ- 
pan: She had Leave to cultivate her 
Friendſhip and Good-will ; ſhe was of- 
ten with the Marchioneſs de Thiange, 


and daily increaſed in Eſteem with the 
Favourite Miſtreſs. 


But this Favourite was on the Point 


of loſigg all her Credit and Influence. 
What a dreadful Blow muſt this have 


been to Madam Scaron, whoſe {ole De- 


pen- 
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pendance was on her' Madam de Mon- 


zeſpan, having gone to Confeſſion to a 
Curate of a certain Village, this Prieſt 
let her ſee, that if there was no Virtue, 


and no Fortitude at Court, there was 


yet ſome to be found in the Country: 

He made her pathetic Exhortations on 
her Duty, informed her that what ſhe 
called a Foible was a Crime, and re- 
fuſed her Abſolution. She was wounded 
by it, and ſtill more ſurprized. She 
complained to the King, who, though 
aſtoniſhed at the Curate's Behaviour, 
would not condemn him, without en- 
quiring of Boſſuet, whoſe Doctrine he 
reſpected, and of the Duke de Montanfeer, | 
whom he eſteemed for his Probity, what 

they thought of the Matter. Boſſuet 
did not heſitate z he applauded the Cu- 
rate, and ſaid, that he had aQted up to 


his Duty. M. de Montauſier ſpoke with 


greater Freedom, and with 


much 
Energy, though Madam de 


ſontau- 


fer was generally accuſed of having 
been one of the moſt forward to con- 


tri- 


| ( 182 ) 
tribute to the forming of this amo- 
rous Engagement. The young King, 
to whom it was ſufficient to tell the 
Truth, promiſed them that after his 


Return from Flanders he would ſee 
Madam de Monteſpan no more: He 


even gave M. Beſſuet Leave to write 


freely to him; and we have two Let- 


ters of this Biſhop, wrote to him while 
he was at the Army in Flanders, where- 


in he ſtrongly exhorts him to perſiſt in 
his Reſolution, for the fake of -his 


Glory as well as from religious Prin- 


ciples. When the King came back, 
they were in a Dilemma : The Queſtion 
was, whether Madam de Monteſpan 


ſhould be baniſhed the Court, or whe- 
ther ſhe might not appear there on the 


ſame Footing as other Ladies? This 


Queſtion was propoſed as a very delicate 
Caſe of Conſcience. The Solution of 


it could be difficult no where but at 
Per failles 
mous for Exile: At Court they were 


divided, every one giving his Opinion, 


not 


At Paris they were unani- 
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not according to. his Judgment, but as 
Intereſt directed. The rigid Caſuiſts, 
the Friends to Virtue, and the Ene- 
mies of Monteſpan, ſaid with Boſſuet, 
that this Engagement ought to be diſ- 
ſolved: by. a bold Stroke: They fore- 
told the King that he would not be 
Maſter of his Heart; they quoted the 
Maxim of the Wiſe Man, that the 
Way to eſcape Danger is to ſhun it: 
they repreſented to him, that the Sin 
being public, the Atonement ought to 
be ſo likewiſe : They made him read 
long Diſſertations, the Arguments of 
which enlightened his Mind, but car- 
ried no Conviction to his Heart. Thoſe 
who were acquainted with this Heart, 


and, with more Policy than Sincerity, 


regarded earthly more than heavenly 
Things, were of a different Opinion ; 
and their Reaſons were ſpecious. They 
ſaid it was neceſſary to ſpare the Ho- 
nour of a Lady, who was not yet pub- 
lickly diſgraced, and whoſe only Crime 


Tam} 
was, that ſhe had not withſtood the 
moſt dangerous of Temptations: ' A 
public Reparation. would occaſion a 


horrid Scandal: The Weakneſſes of 


Princes muſt not be expoſed to their 
People: Examples of the antient Diſci- 
pline of, the Church proved nothing 
becauſe Times and Circumſtances were 
altered. This would be endeavouring 
to introduce, in this perverſe Age, the 
Perfection, the Auſterity, and the Vi- 
gour of thoſe Centuries, whoſe Virtues 
we ought indeed to admire, but could 
not hope. to revive. It was ſufficient 
to forſake Madam de Monteſpan: But 
what Merit would there be in the Sa- 
_ crifice, were ſhe removed from Court? 
To ſee her in Public, to ſee her every 
Day, without being tempted to ſee her 


again in Private, was a Trial worthy 


of his Majeſty's great Soul. 


The King fell in with the Opinion 
of the latter, becauſe it agreed with 
the Sentiments of his Heart. Madam 
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de Ae appeared at the Aſſem- 
blies, and appeared with all the Charms 
which long Abſence had lent her. The 
King ſhun'd her, and ſhe alſo took 
care to avoid him; yet they were al- 
ways accidentally meeting: They con- 
ſtantly kept aloof, and inceſfantly fell 
in each other's Way. Inſenſibly they 
made Approaches and bluſhed; their 
Eyes ſpoke, their Hearts melted. Four 
Words uttered from a Window de- 
ſtroyed all the Work of Beſſust. IV 
bright Eyes will ever triumph over 
the Efforts of the moſt an Ca- 
ſuiſts. 


_ Madam de Amaia had, not pond 
caſt off all Care of her Reputation: 
She was willing enough to be frail, 
but cared not much to have it known: 
She was only glad to ſhew that ſhe 
was in Favour, and was too fond of 
making the World feel it. She had 
conſented to become a Mother, upon 
Condition. that the Birth of her Chil- 

dren 
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_ dren ſhould be a Myſtery : yet thoſe 
Children muſt be brought up; but 
where find a Woman fit to keep a Se- 
cret of that Conſequence, and capable 


of educating them ? She caſt her Eyes 


on Madam Scaron, as on one of her 
Creatures, and got M. de Vivonne and 
Madam d Hudicourt to ſpeak to her 


about it. Her Anſwer was, If they 


are the King's Children, I conſent to 
© it 3- I would not take Charge of Ma- 
dam de Manteſpan's : The King muſt 
S therefore lay his Commands on me.“ 
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This Anſwer was not reliſned: But 


Madam Scaron was ſo neceſſary, and 
ſo reſolute, notwithſtanding all the In- 
ſinuations of M. de Louvois, that ſhe 
was ſent for to Court, and the King 
ordered her to take Charge of the Child 
that Monteſpan ſhould deliver to her. 


It was then ſhe grew ſenſible that ſhe 
was going to be tied down to a retired 
Life ; but this Life, though it became 
a 2 | 2 
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a Duty, and a painful one too, ſtill 
pleaſed her. Perhaps The was already 
informed of it, when, in her ordinary 
Societies, ſhe acquainted the Company 
with the Plan of Reformation ſhe had 


laid down for her future Conduct. She 


hired a ſmall Houſe, where ſhe pur- 


| poſed to live alone, and unknown to 


all the World but à few ſelect Friends 


yet ſhe told them, that ſhe was going 
to ſpend her Ti ime on the Education of 
an Infant ; but, to prevent any Suſpi- 
cions, ſhe took along with her the 
little 2 of her Friend Madam 
d Hudicourt. 


Madam de Monteſpan lay in at 2 


' Houſe in a bye Place, with all the Pre- 


cautions of the utmoſt Privacy : The 
Man-midwife was not in the Secret ; 


and ſo little did he ſuſpect it, that he 


made the King, who was preſent, fill 


him a Glaſs of Wine. 


When 
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When i it was „ to receive the 
Depoſitum intended for her, ſhe went 
to Madam de Monteſpan in a Hackney 
Coach, entered the Room maſk'd, took 
the Child, hid it under her Scarf, and 
put on her Maſk again at departing, 
The ſame Ceremony ſhe obſerved at 
the Birth of the ſecond Child in 1670. 


s Madam Scaron, who had ſo long 
been the Delight of an Aſſembly, 5 
now become a Governeſs of Children, 
an Overſeer of Nurſes, ſe eparated from 
all her Friends, a Slave to a Duty that 
required an infinite deal of Care and 
Attention, obliged to riſe every Hour 
of the Night to look after Children, of 
their Conſequence, with a Penſion of 
two thouſand Livres as the Price of her 
Liberty, and the Vexation of knowing 
that the King di did not like W.:. 


l 


That Prince had a certain on 
to her: He looked upon her as a Wit; 


and - 


( 159 2 
and though he himfelf was a Man of 
great Parts, liked thoſe that had Wit, 
and was the Protector of learned Men, 
he could not endure ſuch as were for- 
ward to diſplay this Talent; and a 
Man that did not conceal, it vexed him 
too much not to paſs with him for 4 
Pedant. Whenever he ſpoke of Ma- 
dem Scaron to Madam de Monteſpan, 


he called her oy” no other Name than 
2 our great Wit. 


Sometimes the Favourite ordered her 
Children to be brought to Court. 
When the King was in her Chamber, 
the Governante would prudently with- 
draw, and leave the Children to be 
preſented by the Nurſe, in order to 
conceal from his Majeſty an Object 
that was odious to him. One Day he 
aſked the Nurſe, whoſe Children were 
they? They ſurely belong, faid ſhe, 
to the Lady that lives with us: 1 
judge ſo by the great Concern ſhe is 
under when any thing ails them.“ 


And 


„ 
And who do you think is their Fa- 
ther? rejoins the King: £ 1 cant 
tell, ſays the Nurſe ; but I i imagine 
it muſt be ſome Duke, or a Preſident 
of the Parliament.“ The Children 


K K a „ 


A 


„ 


vided * chem at Court, but ſtill un- 
der the Injunction of Secrecy. It 
was then that the Intimacy began be- 
tween Madam de Monteſpan and Ma- 
dam Scaron; an Intimacy that ended 
in lifting the latter into the Place of 
her Benefactreſs; tho* ſuch an Event 
was far enough from the Thoughts of 
either of them. 


Madam Scaron. * was with her every 
Evening, and always with freſh De- 
light kept her in Chat while ſhe was 
undreſſing. She gave her Counſels 
about the Buſineſs. of the Day, gave 
her an Account of the moſt intereſting 
Occurrences, talked to her of the 
World, and of ſpiritual Concerns. 
Theſe long Dialogues diſpleaſed the 

King, 


6191) 
King, who, like all Great Men, had 
the Weakneſs of being ſhy of Perſons 
of Wit and Merit: He was too jealous 
of his Authority not to be alarmed at 
a Privy Council, where Love might 
join with Wiſdom in concerting Mea- 
ſures to ſhare that Authority. He 
already obſerved more Coherence, more 
Reflection, and more Prudence in the 
Conduct of his Miſtreſs: He ſuſpect- 
ed that her female Confident infuſed 
her Qualities into her; and, in order 
to make her take a Diſhke to her, he 
uſed to ſay, What Pleaſure can you 
* find in prating ſo long with a pre- 
* ciſe Woman? Have you a Mind ſhe 
* ſhould make you as preciſe as her- 
« felf??* + 


The Favour which Madam Scaron 
roſe to was purchaſed with much Toil 
and Vexation. Madam de Monteſpan 
made her bear all the Effects of her 
uneven Temper. Sometimes ſhe was 
charmed with her Converſation, and, 


like 


| (192) | 
like a Friend, entruſted her with all 
her Secrets: Sometimes ſhe talked to 


her in an imperious Strain, and treated i | 
| her like a Serv ant, a: Lady WhO pre- 


tended to belong to the cd Chil- 
dreſs and not to 1 | 


"Theſe Opels dd nat wrnnpitve. in 
Public; 3 A Reconciliation always fol- 3 
lowed cloſe upon the Heels of them, 


and each new Broil ſerved to ſtrengthen 
her Credit and increaſe her Reputa- 


tion: Every Day better known, erage 
yay more neceſſary. 3 


. was conſult i in the moſt im- 
portant Affairs, and the moſt delicate 
Intrigues; and the Diſgrace of Lauzun 


Was looked upon as her Work. At 


the very Beginning ſhe ſtrenuouſly ad- 


viſed Madam de Monteſpan to break off 
that Match, and to regard the King's 
HFonour more than Gratitude, which 
pleaded with her in Behalf of Lauzun. 
This Avic, which would have pre- 


2 vented 


. 

vented many wrong Steps in Louis XIV. 
fpared Mademoiſelle a great deal of Ri- 
dicule and Vexation, ſaved Lauzun 
from great Misfortunes, ſecured the 
Royal Family from ſhameful Fears, 
and the Nobleſſe from a great Affront; 
this Advice, I ſay, was not followed. 
They repented it; they took it at Laſts 

but not till 3 it was too late. | 


While M 2 Scaron ES the " 
| under Madam de Monteſpan, Madam 
du Freſnoy governed the * State under 
M. de Louvois. I his Woman, whoſe 
Huſband - Was one of Louvois's Clerks, 
WAS rather a ſtriking than a regular 
Beauty: As to her Character, ſhe was 
of a haughty Temper, and very fond 
of domineering z- had A great deal of 
Wit and much Invention, and was ftill 
more capable of being Louvoiss Coun- 8 
ſellor, than Res to be his Miſtreſs, 


* See the Letters of Madam de Sevignt. © 


Cad 


The Miniſter got an Employment 
about the Queen purpoſely erected for 
her; ſhe was made Lady. of the Bed: | 
The. grand Courſes were granted: for | 
her Table, and Courtiers cringed to 

her. Madam Scaron proceeded with a 

lower Pace towards her Ends: She was 
not for riſing ſuddenly ; ſhe did not 

covet the Splendor of hi gh Favour, 
nor was ſhe in haſte to enjoy: She 

calmly waited for it, concealed it, and 

let. it ripen. There is ſomething -won- 

derful in her Life : No Mortal what- 

ever had Acceſs to her; and ſuch as 

received Letters from her, durſt not 

*boaſt of it, for fear of the Inquirks. it 

would occaſion oY 


There was bo End of Madam de Mon- 
reſpan's ill-natured Freaks. Madam 
Scaron had too much Vanity not to be 


— n Ly ** 


— 
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gee a Letter from Madam 4, Coulanges 
to Madam de Sevignt, den Dec. 26, 1672. 
heartily 
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Heartity diſpleaſetl with them, and was tos 
- fiery not to give her ſometimes very ſharp 


Anſwers : She was in her Nature high- 
ſpitited, haſty and impetuous. Reaſon 
and Piety may indeed for a while ſuſ- 
pend the Springs of the Paſſtons, but 
cannot deſtroy them. She ſometimes 
forgot herſelf; and one Day # Quarrel 
between them grew ſo fierce, chat the 
Favourite complained of it to the King; 
who, being already tired with ſuch 
Stories, ſaid to her, If ſhe does not 
ſuit you, why don't you diſmiſs her? 
Are you not at ror to do as 2 264 
* Neri * a 2&4 36 


oy” 275 


ha ade to Sende neee 
forced to devour them in Secret, Hu- 
ving no- body but the Abhẽ Gabalin 
that ſhe could fafely impart then to: 
receiving nothing but ſuch Coinforts 
from him as were almoſt as gfieveus 
as the Evils ſne nen of; a thou- 
Ring, and vindicare herſelf, bur being | 

—Y ET 


(x96). 

200: grateful 0 flo ie che Expence of 
a Perſon who had raiſed her from a very 
Jow Eſtate, ſne purpoſed to quit the 


Court and retire to a Convent: But 


ſometimes her Age, ſometimes a kind 


Word from the King, ſometimes a 


Mark of Confidence from the Favou- 


rite, detained her in the World. Being 


always croſſed, ſhe was diſguſted with 


Denn She wen sda it. babe 
| r to get away eus it, as could 


not reſolve to ann 


— * 


r Chains "Fans every. hoy 
ſtronger: However, being more taken 


up with her old Friends than ſhe had 


hitherto been, ſhe beſtowed, on them 


what little Leifure ſhe had, ſo much 
to their Satisfaction, as made them re- 


— ſne dat no more Time to 
© Madam 


„ es 3 — * 


I 


-< AC 


= adam 2 pp N fink. in a a Letter t to 
Madam de Srorget, « dated March 20, 1673, 


C97 3 
"Madam ae pred ig laid the Foun ö 
dation of her Fortune without being 
ſenſible of it. She complained ſo often, 
that the King, in order to ſoften her, 
was obliged to inquire into thoſe Dif- 
ferences. He ſometimes diſcourſed 
with the accuſed Party, and found ſhe 
had a great deal of Senfe, but ſuſpect- 
ed no Erudition. She had been repre- 
 fented to him as an odd, fantaſtical. 
Woman, as a petulant, fiery Spirit, 
who was to be managed delicately: 
But he found her full of Grace and 
Sweetnefs. Some Time after he gave 
her very pleaſing Proofs of his Eſteem: 
Caſting his Eye on the Liſt of Pen- 
ſions, and ſeeing two thouſand Livres 


* 


— 


——_— 


At the Houſe of one of her female Friends 
© there is a Man who finds her ſo amiable, and 
< ſo pleaſant in Company, that he bears her 
* Abſence with great Impatience.” 


. * 
* . 
3 . 
S 
- 0 * = 
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/ Td) . | 
for Madam Scaron, Yo eraſed that Sum, 
and ſet down two thouſand Crowns. | 


The Duke du Maine, whoſe Birth 
was no longer kept ſecret, greatly con- 
tributed to eſtabliſh her in his good 
Opinion, by 'a very ſpirited Anſwer. 
The King, who like all the Bourhons 
was a very tender Father, took De- 
light in playing with him: Being 
pleaſed with the ſenſible Air he put on 
even in his Diverſions, and ſatisfied with 
the Manner in which he anſwered his: 
Queſtions, he ſaid to him, You are 
very ſagacious. How can I be 
+ otherwiſe, anſwered the Child, ſince 
I have a Governante who is Wiſdom. 
itſelf.“ Go then, replied the King, 
* and tell her that you'll give her a 
* hundred thouſand. io for your 
6 gs Penne 


- The Beginnings of her 1780 For- 
tune ſhe applied to the Benefit of her 


Family: She did Service to her Rela- 
| tions, 


(299) 
ons, obtained a Company of Foot for 
her Brother, paid all his Debts, and 
got him made Governor of Amersfort, 
a Dutch Town, which Lows XIV. had 
_ juſt taken. This Monarch eſtabliſhed 
the Exerciſe of his Religion in all the 
Towns he- conquered, with an Air of 
 Haughtineſs that exaſperated the Peo- 
ple: One would have thought that he. 
made Conqueſts as much for the Benefit 
of the Church as for the State. The 
Officers Who commanded in thoſe 
Towns, imitated his ardent Zeal, and 
none imitated him better than ſuch as 
were of Heretic Families. M. 4 Au- 
bignt, who was of this Number, diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf at Amersfort by his 
Zeal for the Catholic Religion; he 
perſecuted the Inhabitants, and contri- 
ved Occaſions for ſo doing; in ſhort, 
he treated them with that Inhumanity 
which makes the Truth and every Go- 
vernment odious. The Town com- 


plained of it to the Marquis de Ru- 
| ** 


(200) 
vigny, Deputy General of the pretended 


reformed Churches of France. From 


Ruvigni thoſe Complaints were carried 
to Louvcis, and from Louvois to Ma- 


dam Scaron, who wrote to her Brother 


to favour the Catholics, and not to be 
eruel to the Hugonots. They are in 
the wrong Way, ſaid ſhe, but it is 
an Error in which we ourſelves have 


A 


in which ſeveral great Princes till 
are: Jeſus Chriſt wrought upon the 
Hearts of Men by Mildneſs. *Tis 

the Province of the Curates and Bi- 
ſhops to make Converſions: God 
has not committed the Care of Souls 
to Soldiers. She plied him with 
many other Arguments of this Kind, 
which rather proved a compaſſionate 
Heart than a rightly informed Mind. 


A La La 


= 


She was ignorant of the * Right which 


Princes 


* 
— 


A. 


* This Reaſoning being ſo weak, we may 


preſume the Author | is not in earneſt ; eſpe- 
SC ob 2 "yy 


been, which Henry IV. was in, and 


> IT 
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Princes have over Conſciences, and 
did not know that the Church ought 
by every Method to bring back her 
Children to her Boſom; and, when 
gentle Means prove inſufficient, em- 
ploy Menaces, Gibbets, Fire and Sword. 
This Inclination to Toleration was pro- 


bably a Relique of Proteſtaniſm. 


The Duke du Maine's Education: 
was entirely committed to her: They 
left her to chuſe the Maſters and Pre- 
ceptors, and her. Tenderneſs always: 
directed her to make a happy Choice.. 
She delegated Part of her Authority 
to M. Le Ragois, a learned, ſincere and 
indefatigable Man, but of a. narrow- 
Genius; in a Word, ſuch a one as 
ſuited a Prince who was to merit the 


„ — 


cially as he puts ſtronger Arguments in the: 
Mouth of Madam de Maintenon, than thoſe: 
whereby. he endeavours to juſtify the King's: 
Conduct. 


Ca Rank 
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Rank and Station defigned for him. 
She had the general Super · intendancy 
of his Studies, and reſerved to herſelf 
the Care of making him an —_ 
virtuous Heart. 


She eaſily l in it. The lietle- 
Duke had happy Inclinations ; an- 
open, frank Genius; a good deal of: 
Docility, and an extreme Fondneſs for 
Was himfelf doated « on by her. | 


Madam de Monte ho and * 
Scaron frequently diſputed which of 
them loved thoſe young Princes with 
the moſt Tenderneſs. The Favourite, 
in order to have ſome Title to it, 
=o ſometimes concern herſelf with 
their Education, make Alterations in 
it, run counter to the Plan laid down, 
and efpecially leſſen the Expences 3 
for ſhe was niggardly, as all People are, 
whoſe Station induces them to be pro- 
| "ne 


} 
. 


4s 
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| Fs. The Governante, with great Im- ; 


patience, bore thoſe idle Innovations; 


complained that the Children were 


ſpoiled and ruined before her Face; 
that they wanted Neceſſaries; that they 
were brought up like the Children of. 
Tradeſmen ;- and threatened to aban-- 
don them to the Conduct of their Mo- 
ther. Theſe Diſputes began by an. 
Oppoſition: of. Sentiments, and com- 
monly ended in bitter Reproaches on 
the one Part, and Tears and N 
on the other. | 


Madam de Monteſpun, tired with: 


maſter. the Paſſions: that oecaſioned 
them, too great not to be always in: 
the wrong, and too proud ever to ac-- 


knowledge it, wanted to put an End! 


to them by removing Madam Scaron,, 


in ſuch a Manner as ſhould ſatisfy her 


Obligations to her, leave the King no, 


Room for Suſpicion, and prevent the 


it ( 204 ) 

14 malicious Conſtructions of Courtiers. 

| | She treated about a Match for her with 

ll a very poor, and a very ſilly Duke. ö 
[1 Madam Scaron rejected it the Moment 
[4 i it was propoſed ; told the Favourite, 

M1 that ſhe had Plagues enough already, 

1 | [ VMVithout going to ſeek for new ones in 

14 a Station that makes three fourths of 


Mankind miſerable; and that ſhe was 
too ſtrongly attached to the Princes; to 
forſake them at a Time when they 
wanted her more than ever. Madam 
de Monteſpan happened to be then in a 
- Good Humour, imagined her Drift 
Had not been penetrated, took Madam 
Scaron's Refuſal very kindly, and de- 
clared an inviolable Friendſhip to her: 
The Treaty was ſigned, notwithſtand- \ 
ing which, the End of the Year 1673 4 
proved very ſtormy. Petty Intrigues 
and great Injuries were renewed on 
both Sides. The Princes were ill nur- 
tured; dhe Duke du Maine was ſick. 
III Offices were done her with the 
1 2 King, 
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EKing, and but aukward Apologies were 


made for them. Louvois Was ſent to 


her, to make her hear Reaſon; hie Was 
anſwered with Sincerity, and with a 
firm Reſolution to part at the End of 


the Year: And yet a Reconciliation 


was effected; ſne meekly returned to 


her former Confidence in the Favourite, 


and could not leave a Place where 


one muſt act and { _— Re Con- 


ſcience. 


' | Theſe Agitations, : theſe F - th 


this intended Retreat, had a bad Effect 
on Madam Scaron's Health: Her 


| Blood, over-heated by a gloomy Me- 


lancholy, and ſoured by continual Re- 
proaches, ſhe became ſubje& to. the 
Vapours, and continued fo ever after, 
If any thing could compenſate for the 
Loſs of Health, it muſt doubtleſs have 


been the happy Turn her Fortune was 


beginning to take. Her two.laſt Re- 


conciliations were worth two hundred 
thouſand Livres each. 


The 


(206) 


The King was infinitely delighted 
with her Converſation, and often ſnut 
Monteſpan, to enjoy the Pleaſure of it. 
She was in all his Parties of Pleaſure, . 
he made her conſiderable Preſents, and. 
appointed her Umpire in his Differ- 
ences; with his Miſtreſs. This never 
increaſed her Vanity; it only made her. 
more prudent. The more Eſteem ſne 
acquired, the more Modeſty ſhe: diſ- 
played. In order to render her Credit 
more ſtable, inſtead of proceeding ra- 
pidly ſhe let it move ſlow : By this. 
Conduct ſhe blunted the Shafts of Envy, 
and prevented the Cabals of thoſe in- 
triguing Spirits, who are ever ready; 
to-pull down all that are riſing... 


-- 


\ 


Purchaſe of Maintenon.. Frm: ; 


CHAP. Ix 


Fa vou. affine... # 


A much Fortune was te. do for: 
her. From her Youth. ſhe had been 
inclined to Solitude, and ſtill retained! 
that Inclinatien in the Midſt. of the 
the Silence of Retirement more than 
the Noiſe and Buſtle af a Court. She 
had all along had a Deſign to purehaſe 
an Eſtate, where ſhe might end her 


Days in Peace and Tranquility. 


She employed the King's firſt Li 
ory in 2 Mairtenon *, 
nod 


— . 


* M. * ſays in his kin of Louis XIV. 


that the King purchaſed for her the Eftate of 
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noble and fine Eſtate. It coſt her two 
hundred and fifty thouſand Livres. Its 


Situation tempted her : *Tis a ſpa- 
cious Caſtle, with fine Appurtenances, 


at the End of a large Market-Town, 


within four Leagues of Paris, ten from 
Verſailles, and four from Chartres. It 


produced only between 11 and 1 2,000. 


Livres per Lear; but ſhe improved it 
ſo well by that methodical and frugal 
Spirit which was natural to her, and 
by ſetting. up Linen Manufactories in 
it, in which ſhe employed Flemmings 
and Normans, that it afterwards yielded 
her from 15 to 16,00 Livres. At 


her coming to take Poſſeſſion of it the: 


_ 0 Here 1 intend t to die. > 


W- LA NE CE Ip R 0... 4. 3 — — by — — 


Maintenon in 1679. There are two Miſ- 
takes in this Line: 1. Maintenon was bought 


five Years ſooner, in 1674. 2. It was pur- 


chaſed. by n. Scaron, mus not 12 the 
Bang 85 | 
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The King ſaw her ſo well pleaſed 
with the Acquiſition of this Marqui- 
ſate, that he gave her the Title of it, 
and affected three or four Times to 
call her the Marchioneſs de Maintenon. 
Some thought that this Change of 


Name had been concerted between her 


and the King. Her Friends reproached 
her with ſcorning her Huſband's Name. 
Her Enemies, and ſuch as were envi- 
ous of her Proſperity, called her Ma- 
dam de MainTENANT *. She feigned 
to be ignorant of all the Reflections of 
the Publick, wrap'd herſelf up in her 
Innocency, and from that Time ſigned 
the Marchioneſs de Maintenon, the Name 
we ſhall from henceforward give her. 
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This Change was more uſeful to her 


than ſhe herſelf foreſaw : For how could 


ſhe have aſcended to ſo high a Station 
as ſhe. did, with the Name of Scaron, 
2 Citizen's Name; a Name that al- 
ways put People in mind of ſomething 
low and burleſque, Fertune depends 
only on a Trifle. How would France 
have bowed to- the Widow of a Man, 
whoſe: Name alone excited Laughter ? - 
All the Gravity of the Widow could: 
not wipe off the Impreſſions made by 
the: Huſband's Name: It was neceſ- 
fary that Madam de Maintenan ſhould | 
cauſe Madam Scaron to be forgotten. 


The great 'F 11 ſhe took to her 
Eſtate, encreaſed her Reliſh for a ſoli- 
tary Life. This Paſſion was often 
thwarted:. She had Men at work there, 
and could not obtain one ſingle Day to 
go and give them Directions. Never 
did ſhe complain of her Subjection, 


wich more Vivacity nor with leſs Rea- 
| | ſon.. 


{ 271 LN 
fir to. go ling 6 ch — pies 
; n them all to Arbitration. 


The Duke du Maine, always and 
always fickly, found a great deal of 
Exercife for her Tenderneſs and Viva- 
city. This Prince was born without- 
any Defect or Blemiſh ; but when he 
was three Years old, it was obſerved 
that one of his Legs grew weak. Af 
ter trying many Remedies in vain, 
q. Acquin, the King's firft Phyſician, was 
of Opinion that he ſhould be ſent to- 
the: Waters of Barege. Madam de Main-- 
tenon accompanied him thither;. The: 
young Prinee, whoſe Name was no, 


longer a Secret, had: great Honours: 


paid him at every Town on the Road. 
He himſelf already knew what he was. 
One Day, as Madam de Maintenon was: 
exhorting him to leave off ſome haughty- 
Ways he was guilty of, ſhe told him. 
that the King was politer than he; to- 
Which. 


( 312 ) 
which the Prince anſwered, It is a 
very eaſy Matter for him to be ſo; 
dhe knows full well his dae and I 
Eno. not what mine Is,” 


Paſſing chiough Poifzou, ſhe fave ker 
Relations, was received by them as a 
Perfon in Favour at Court, took it as 
| kindly as if ſhe had always been ſo, 
reconciled | herſelf [ſincerely - with the 
Villettes, who had forgot her ever ſince 
ſhe. had changed her Religion, made 
Enquiry after the Hiſtory of her Houſe, 
learned that ſhe was deſcended from 

one of che beſt Families in the Pro- 
vince; and was only ah humbler for 
eee, lr, br + 34 jg * 


'S * 


Fre rom Berge ae * to write di. [ 
| rectly to the King. Her Letters pleaſ-- 
ed him much: There was nothing ſtu- 
died, but all was admirably natural, 
elegant, eaſy and judicious. I ſhould- 
never have thought, ſaid L, that 
8 Wit could write ſo well.“ ot 8 


3 \ 
(6273) 
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"The King? s Encomiums om her Stile 


8 own probably, ſerved for the-Grounds 


of the following Story, which, obtains 
every where, and which I e 0 
. to eas ri 525 
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1333 de 1 one... Ee, hos 
Queſtions, which: ſuppoſe that a Prince 
may be loved for his own Sake, but is 
never ſure of being ſo ; the Favourite 
anſwered him as all Miſtreſſes anſwer 
their Lovers. The King at parting told 

her a little dry, that ſhe, might poſſibly 
deceive herſelf. Madam de Monteſpan 
being alarmed at the Tone in Which 
the 1 Words were uttered; imparted 
her Uneaſineſs to Madam de Maintenon; 
I will not, ſaid ſhe to her, let him go 

© to bed upon; this Notion; Twill unde. 
* ceivè hint; F will "write to him, i im- 
. mediately.” But no "Thoughts oc- 
curred, her Imagination was frozen, 
e Heart Was . She had Re- 
* courſe 


: 2 
( 2144 ) 
- courſe to Madam de Maintenon, hoc 
on the Spot, drew up an ingenious 
Letter, which tke Favourite copied 
and ſent to the King. His Majeſty 
Was mightily takers with it, and made 
her ſuch fine Compliments upon it, that, 
being aſhamed to receive them, ſhe 
acknowledged rhat ſhe had fet herſelf 
2 ng the Genius of Madam de Main- 
Lonis applauded: her Sincerity, 
. was vexed that his Miſtreſs Thould: 
want any Body's Affiſtance to tell him 
that ſhe loved him perſonally, ab- 
ſtractedly from his Dignity. His Aver- 
ſion to Madam de Maintenon ceaſed, 
and he wanted to try whether the had 
the ſame delicate Senfibility of Heart 
that ſhe diſcovered by her Pet, | 


This Staty f is a meer F 8 Ma- ; 
dam de Monteſpan, who;had much leſs 
good Senſe, leſs Knowledge acquired 
by Books, leſs Complaiſance than Ma- 
dam de Maintenon, had more Wit, a 

I more 


. . 
7. 
L n n e. n . OS 


Dependance, did not Gratitude oblige 


(216) 


wore brilliant Imagination, A more 


tively and laſting Fire. She had no 
Need of borrowing any Body's Pen. 
J have ſeen Letters of hers, which are 
equal to thoſe of Sevzpne. On the 
other Hand, Madam de Maintenon 
too much difapproved every Thing 
that favoured of Gallantry, and diſ- 
approved of it too openly to be ſo com- 
—_ on ſuch an Occaſion, 


At her Return to Court, the 
found herſelf expoſed again to the ſame 
Vexations. One is ſurprized to ſee 
eternal Quarrels, Complaints, Re- 
proaches, Inſults, and already a Kind ; 
of Rivalſhip between two Ladies, whoſe 
Condition was ſo different. However 


fantaſtical and imperious we may fup- 


poſe the firſt to be, did not a State of 


the other to bear all Things patiently ? 
The haughty Airs and rough Language 
of Madam de Monteſpan were not alto- 

ker 


(oe). 
gether unjuſtifiable. She ſaw a Perſon 
| whom ſhe had relieved in Diſtreſs, gra- 
| dually gaining the King's Confidence, 
who began to dread no longer the Con- 
| verfation of the ** 5 17 


 Mftlain ae Kb odthined the 
Government of Coignac for her Brother; 
and M. de Louvois made her wait for 
this Favour no longer than was neceſ- 
fary to enhance the Value of it. The 
ſtrict Piety, which ſhe made Profeſſion 
of, did not make her ridiculous in the 
Eyes of the Courtiers, and rendered 
her more lovely in the King s Eyes. 
| Madam de la Valiere, who no longer 
hoped to regain a Heart that had had 
Time enough to forget her, began to 
think of atoning for Sins, which, hap- 
| pily for her Salvation, ſhe, could no. lon- 
ger commit. Every Day ſhe curſed the 
Court, but had not Reſolution enough 
to forſake it. At length Grace tri- 
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| | umphed : Her Retreat was reſolved 
| | : * 


6270 
upon; ſhe; opened her Heart to Ma- 
dam de Maintenon, as a Perſon the moſt 
capable of judging coolly of a Project 
which is oftener the Effect of Deſpon- 
: _— than the Fruit of Piety. 


Overcome by a ſublime Sentiment, | 
ſuch as tender Souls ought to have, ſhe 
thought that none but God could fill 
the Place which the King had occupied 
in her Heart. Every Part of her Con- 
duct was to be admirable : There had 
been no Precedent of ſuch a delicate 
Paſſion as hers; and there was to be 
no Example of the Auſterity of her 

Penance, 


Being one Day with Madam de Main- 
tenon at the King's Hunting, ſhe de- 
clared her Deſign of turning Carme- 
lite: Madam de Maintenon was ſtartled 
at this Mark of Confidence in her. 
*Tis a Project, ſaid the Ducheſs, which 
J have long had in my Head, and to 
prepare myſelf for it, I wear a Hair- 
| L Shift 
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Shift and Sack-Cloth. But what Crime 
do you mean to expiate, ſays Maintenon? 
Alas !-replied La Valiere, the Crime of 
having loved too much. Madam 
de Maintenon entreated her to think a 
little longer of it, ſhewed her the Con- 
ſequence of a firſt Step, and aſked her 
whether ſhe thought her Conſtitution 
ſtrong enough to bear the Life of a 
Carmelite Nun, after it had fo long 
been accuſtomed to Luxury and Plea- 
ſures. Ah! Madam, anſwered ſhe, 
Pointing to the King and Madam 
de Monteſpan, In caſe I find any Hard- 
© ſhips in it, I need only call to mind 
all the Plagues and Torments thoſe 
two Perſons have made me ſuffer,” 


Madam de la Valiere executed that 
Deſign with all the Magnanimity of a 
Heroine. She did not regret the World; 
ſcarcely did the Remembrance of the 
Prince whom ſhe had adored, force 
a' Sigh from her. She paraphraſed 
that _ Palm where David deplored 


Sins 
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aged 65. 
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Sins of a much deeper Dye: : She found? 
or thought -ſhe found, all the Senti- 


ments of Love; Faith and Contrition 


of the Pſalmiſt infinitely inferior to 
her own. She paſſed * | thirty-five Years 
in thoſe Auſterities; ; much greater, in 
the Eyes of Chriſtians, under Sack- 
cloth, humbled at the Feet of the Al- 
tars, than when ſeated next the Throne, 
the beheld a World of trembling Flat- 
terers begg gging a favou rable Look * 
her. | he 

Madam de la Valiere's Converſion 
contributed to make Madam de Main- 
tenon fick of the World: ' She had al- 
moſt done with i it, and would have re- 
tired from it, had not Fortune, which 
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* She entered upon her Noviciate the 2d 
of June, 1674, made Profeſſion the 4th of 


June, 1675, by the Name of Siſter Louiſa 
ef Mercy, and died the 6th' of Ts; 1710s 
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ſports. itſelf. with our Inclinatiens, as 


well as our Projects, decided that. the * 
ſhould govern. the ſame org which 


* deteſted. 
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"The Baths of Barege had e 
the Duke du Maine's Diſcaſe, but af- 
fected no Cure. After this he was car- 
ried to Antwerp, to be ſhewn to a 
Phyſician, whoſe. Skill was much cry'd 
up; and as they would not have the 
Child to be known, in order to avoid 
the Expence and Trouble of Ceremo- 
ny, Madam de Maintenon went this 
Journey, by the Name of the Marchi- 
oneſs de Suger. The Empyric s Re- 
medies were violent. Madam de Main- 
tenon could not bear the Sight of the 
Apparatus, which made one of the By- 
— 8 N don't know er 1s 


N . : 
SKY exp? 1 = V. 


* 


* My Memoirs place this TTY in 


167 5, Madam de Sevignt's Letters 1 it was 
in the following Year, 
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© the Father of this Child, but moſt 
certainly this muſt be his Mother.“ 
The little Duke, already aſhamed of 


expoſing his Infirmities to Foreigners, 


faid to the Phyſician, © However, Sir, 
© I was not born in this Condition; 


« look at my Mother; and my Papa 


« is far from being lame. 


The Quack "RE" Kin he. 
lengthened the Leg, but not ſtrengthen'd 
it, and ſent back the Duke to Paris, 


with a Promiſe that he ſhould limp no 
more, but really with a greater Aptneſs 
to it than ever. Madam de Monteſpan © 


laid the Blame of it on Madam de Main- 
tenon. The King was more equitable z 
he rewarded her Care and Trouble, and 


made her Amends for the Ingratituda 
of the Favourite. 


They hoped that a ſecond Journey 
to Barege would ſucceed better. The 
King 


L 3 


( 222 ) | 
King diſpenſed with Madam de Main 
tenons going thither ; but ſhe: could 
not obtain the like Diſpenſation in re- 
gard to her Tenderneſs for the Prince. 
They had no more Succeſs at Barege 


than at Antwerp. But her Letters were 


{till admired, and inſpired Lauis XIV. 
with an Eſteem for her, which procur'd. 


her freſh Mortifications at her Return. 


Madam de Monteſpan gave her broad 
Hints that ſne had no farther Occaſion 
for her Services, and did not commit 
to her the Eduęation of the Prince that 
was born in 1677, nor of the Princeſs 
ſne was delivered of the following 
Year. Madam de Maintenan, who had 
been. for leaving the Court while ſhe 
thought of being rejected, refuſed. 
to quit it the Moment it was inſi- 
nuated to her that her Preſence was 
wroubleſome. & They have wanted to 


3 ; e 
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get rid of me, ſays ſhe in a Letter t. te 
her Brother, but have not ſucceeded; 
you know I am not eaſily ſhaken off: 


and we ſhall ſee a pretty-old Age, if 
old Age can be pretty.” | 


rh |, 


Nevertheleſs, ſhe endeavoured to ap- 
peaſe Madam de Monteſpan's Jealouly. 
She printed a ſmall Collection of the 
Duke du Maine's Themes, and dedi- 
cated it to her, under the Title of 
M. ſcellanies of an Author under ſeven 
Years of Age. This Collection con- 
ſiſted of a few Billets, which all con- 
tained ſomething delicate, pretty, .and 
artful, ſelect hiſtorical Paſſages, Re- 
flections and Maxims. One of thoſe 
Maxims runs thus: Though it we 
bearing Witneſs againſt ſelf, I 
« muſt confeſs, that Princes are ex- 
* ceeding glad when they receive, but 


are not chearful when they make Pre- 
1 


3 
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This little Collection made a Noiſe 
on account of the Epiſtle dedicatory. 
That Epiſtle was turned in the moſt 
delicate Mannen; the King and his 
Miſtreſs were ingeniouſly praiſed, with- 
out any mean Adulation: A finer 
Compoſition in this Kind was never 
read. It was aſcribed to Madam de 
Maintenon, though ſhe had not put her 
Name to it: But who beſides the 
' Prince's Governante had a Right to 
preſent that Book to Madam de Mon- 
teſpan, and to talk to her with that 
Air of Intimacy, Familiarity and Con- 
cern? Some thought it was too well 
wrote, too correct to be entirely the 
Production of a Woman: But thoſe 
Critics did not know Madam de Main- 
tenon, or were ignorant that the Duke 
du Maine's Education had made as 
great an Addition to her former Stock 
of Knowledge, as it had coſt er 
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* 


Quarrels and Friendſhips both began 
again; for Tenderneſs was wanting 
in their ons and Oe in their 
Quarrels. ee he 7 8 
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Madam de Maintenon in high Fa- / 


Dot. 


O NT ESHAN and Maintenon 
could neither live together non 4 
part. Sometimes Louvois was deputed. [7 
to reconcile them; fometimes the King 
himſelf would take Cognizance of their 
Differences. It is eaſier for me, ſaid 
© he, to give Peace to Europe, than to. 
make Peace between two. Women. 
Having one Day found · them both at 
high Words, he deſired to know the 
Matter, If your Majeſty, ſaid Ma- 
dam de Maintenon with great Warmth, 
© will ſtep into that Cloſet, Fll inform 
* vou.“ He went in; and Madam de 

| Main- 
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 Maintenon, after giving him a lively 
Deſcription of all the Hardſhips fhe: 
went through, added, that ſhe: could 
no longer live with- a Lady: whoſe Cha-- 
rafter was Harſhneſs: itſelf. * Harſh-- 
© neſs! cried the King; ſo far from 
it, that whenever the Caſe of any 
* unhappy Object is related to her, I 
© ſee her beautiful Eyes filled with 
Tears.“ And I fee, replied Madam 
de Maintenon, that you are ſtill in 
© Love with her: Is this, Sire, what 
you promiſed me? The King ſeem- 
ing to be touched, ſhe ſeized the Op- 
portunity to bring him back to: Reli- 
gion, ſet before him the Example of 
David, urged to him the Love and: 
Fear of God, and proceeded ſo far as: 
to ſay, * You love your Mouſquetaires: 
very well; and yet if you heard that 
any one of them did what you your- 
« ſelf are doing, you would turm him 
* out of the Troop.“ Loris ſmiled 
© and thanked her. Don't think; added: 
| * e, 
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ſhe, that theſe Counſels are dictated 
by Revenge: Tis Religion, tis my 
Zeal for your Glory, that urges me 
to ſpeak ; *tis a Deſire to behotd in 
you the beſt Chriſtian, as the World 
already ſees in your Perſon the greateſt 
King; tis the Vexation of ſpending, 
my Life with Perſons who daily of- 
fend God, and give Europe the ſcan- 
dalous Example of a Woman un- 
: faithful to her Spouſe, and a Man 
| that forcibly detains his 3 8 
Wife.“ 


ls EE RE ns EE Em 


* 


0 

Madam de Maintenon never was more 
eloquent and amiable than when ſhe 
' ſpoke with Emotion. Her Eyes 
ſparkled, every Feature, every Muſcle 
was animated; her Complexion tinged 
with the livelieſt Colours, her Soul 
ſeeming to hover upon her Lips; and 
her Speech was like the Voice of Wiſ- 
dom itſelf. This Conference proved 
fatal to Madam dl. Monteſpan : It a- 
wakened 


(229) 


wakened the Scruples of Zouis's Con- 
ſcience, who began to feel a great deal 


of Remorſe ſince his Love was grown 
cold ; and it inſpired him with ſo ten- 
der an Eſteem for Madam de Mainte- 
non, that it wanted but little of real 
Love. He promiſed her that he would 


break his Chains, and think mn 
of his Salvation. 


As ſoon as he came out of the Clo- 
ſet, Monteſpan, who very well gueſſed 
at the Miſchief Madam de Maintenon 
had been doing her, haſtened to pre- 
vent the ill Conſequences of this Con- 
verſation: She flew to the Arms of 
her Lover, who puſhed her from him. 


She wept, lamented, and vindicated 
| herſelf. 


The King told her that Madam de 
Maintenon had only given him good 
Counſels ; that it was Time to put an 

End to the Scandal he gave his Peo- 
3 neg 


0 230 ) 
ple; that he ſtill loved her, but that 
he muſt overcome his Paſſion : He 
exhorted her to gain the ke Victory 
over her Heart; and then told her that 
he would never ſee her again in private. 


1 Words like theſe were Thunder. 
In her Rage and Grief ſhe ſometimes 


inveighed bitterly againſt Madam de 


Maintenon; and: ſometimes endeavoured 
to win. her by Promiſes, Preſents, Ex- 
cuſes and Careſſes; but Maintenon was 
_ inflexible, and declared to her, that the 
only Means to live agreeably at Court, 
was abſolutely to renounce her Paſſion, 
© You may as well, anſwered Mon. 
« Wen, tear my Heart out. 


RN The Pious triümphed. cke Liber- 
tines turned pale, but. ſenſible People 
foreſaw that this Storm would ſoon. 
blow over: So much Beauty yet on 


one Side, and fo little Deſire on the 


other, was a Violence to Nature, which. 
could not laſt long, 
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ha LL, che Biſhop of 1 
a ed to improve theſe firſt Mo- 


ments of Fervor: He ſpoke to the 
King with great Energy and Eloquence, 


received the Compliments of all the 


Court, and: turned it off but faintly, 
when they called him another St. Am- 


broſe. The Preachers were ambitious. 


of ſharing his Glory, and declaimed 
like Apoſtles againſt Fornication and 
Adultery. One of them in particular, 


expounding Nathan's Parable, was bold 
enough to apply it to the King, and 


growing warm upon. the Matter, di- 
rected his Speech to him. twenty Times: 
in thefe Words, 7 1 es ille vir; The 


King aſked what the Preacher meant, 


and was highly irritated when he found 


that theſe Words ſignified, Thou art 


_ rhe Man. The Courtiers, Who per- 
baps were not ſorry that the King 
ſhould be told a harſh Truth,. would: 


| not be thought capable of being 


1 


C232) 
pleaſed with it ; and therefore endea- 


voured to foment the King's Reſent- 
ment againſt that imprudent Prieſt. 

But Louis, who was yet in his firſt 
warm Fit of Devotion, and would have 
ſacrificed a Province to an Inſtance of 


Magnanimity, anſwered them, He 
has done his Duty; let uc do ours.“ 


Buy Degrees, this pious Fervor re- 
laxed. What Madam de Maintenon 
had required was too hard to be pet: 
formed. Lonis XIV. was not yet old 


enough. He ſpent whole Hours with 
her, promiſed her Miracles, durſt not 


talk to her about Love, was weary of 
pining, but fond to paſs away the irk- 
ſome Hours with none but herſelf. 


Madam de Monteſpan was enraged at 


it, liſtened to no Counſelor but her 
Fury, and was imprudent enough to 
accuſe Maintenon of loving the King, 


and of being beloved by him. This 


Suſpicion was ſo often repeated, that 


the Sing enured himſelf to it, and was 
2 charmed 
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 harined that Madam de Monteſpan 


| judged this Intimacy to be criminal 


only, becauſe he was afraid it might 
| have been deemed ridiculous. He 
had no Occaſion to make a formal De- 
Claration, as he was ſure of being cre - 
dited, only upon his faintly denying 
it : And, indeed, Madam de Maintenon 
might perhaps have never been her 
Rival, had ſhe not been groundleſly 
accuſed of being ſo. This Idea was 
eradicated, and by Raillery and Jeſts 
ſet down in the Number of _— ; 
bilities. 


The King was ſeeking to return to 
his Miſtreſs and his Pleaſures; but he 
wanted to do it in ſuch a Manner, that 
his Meaſures might not be defeated by 
thoſe who expected; according to his 
Promiſe, that he would break off the 
Engagement. M. Boſſuet, whoſe Zeal | 
was too waren to be prudent, tired 
him with Exhortations, and talked to 
a 


F 
2 Prince of ſtrong Paſſions with all 
the Severity of a Father of the Church : 
He required of him a Difmiſſion in 
Form, a Diſmiſfion in Writing: The 
King conſented to it; and, to leave 
him no Room to doubt of it, weuld 
have him be the Bearer of it: But, 
inſtead of the cruel Adieu he had pro- 
miſed, he wrote a Letter in the moſt 
paſſionate Strain. The Biſhop deli- 
vered it to Madam de Monteſpan, and 
brought back an Anſwer ſtill more 
tender. This Commerce laſted ſeveral 
Days: Solemn Promiſes af Fidelity 
were made, Meaſures were concerted, 
Meetings appointed, and the Prelate 
was all the while the Meſſenger. They 
met again, talked with a F ay | 
becoming none but Lovers; and the 
cringing Behaviour of the Courtiers 
beginning to be manifeſt, M. Boſſuet 
plainly perceived that he had been 
duped in this Affair. He had done 
the very Thing which Lauzun or Vardes 
C | | would 
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would have been aſhamed of doing; 
Madam de Montaſpan conſoled him, 
and the King made him Amends for 
the Ridicule he had been expoſed to. 


Madam 47 Ann abated nothing 
of her Auſterity, and inſtilled Part of 
her Sentiments into her Rival. The 
latter was * puzzled between the Con- 
ſequences that might attend. a Return 
of Favours, and the Danger of not 


s —— — * - 


granting any more; between the Fear 
of being laviſh of them, and the Dread. 
of their being ſought elſewhere. Main- 
tenon preſſed her to confine herſelf to. 
Friendſhip; but ſhe could not reſoive 
upon this. So many Charms yet re- 
maining, and ſo much Pride, could 

hardly put up with the ſecond Place. 
There was a ſtrong Jealouſy; but did 
Jealouſy ever prevent any thing? 
There had been a certain Regard and 
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See Sevignt's Letters, Sept. 30, 1676. 
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Ceremony obſerved towards Madam de 
Maintenon; and thoſe Marks of Di- 
ſtinction had been taken notice of. She 
is too well adviſed, ſaid ſome People, 
to ſet up the Standard of ſuch Perfidy, 
with ſo little Erobability of long en- 
joying it: By this ſhe would open a 
Door to Infidelity, and only ſerve as a 
Paſſage to go to others younger and 
handſomer than herſelf. This is what 
was ſaid at Paris by inquiſſtive People, 
never rightly informed, forward to 
draw Conſequences, and accuſtomed 
to ſlander every N in high Favour. 


Madam de Nlointenon was incapable 
of being concerned in any Intrigues of 
Gallantry; and her Reputation was ſo 
well eſtabliſned, that Monteſpan con- 
cealed all her Pleaſures from her as 
carefully as if they had been the greateſt 
Crimes: She dreaded her Locks, and 
once, in her Pregnancy, ſhe wrote thus 
to her: I am afraid of your Preſence, 
and that you ſhould fix your great 
I black 
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©. black Eren upon me in the Condition 
1 am in. On Faſt Days ſhe uſed to 
make the — weigh before her 
Face the Bread ſhe was to eat at her 
Collation : Madam de Maintenon laugh- 
ed at this Preciſeneſs; and the Fa- 
vourite would then ſay to her, What! 
© becauſe we indulge one Sin, do you 
imagine we muſt therefore offend in 
. all Things Ws 


Madam de Maintenon had ſometimes 
agreeable Relaxations. Her Eſtate took 
up her leiſure Hours; ſhe embelliſhed 
the Caſtle; and the famous Le Nautre, 
by the King's Orders, took Charge of 
the Works : She daily found ſome 
Preſent there; ſhe made a Collection 
of the Pictures of ſuch Perſons as were 


dear to her, and ſet up uſeful Manu: 
factories i in her Lands. 


Her Eſtabliſhment was ſolid it was 
agreeable to the King's Taſte and to 
Virtue ; Her Brother's was leſs fo; for 
* = 
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it reſted only on his own” Taſte.” M. 
. Aubignt had ſome Merit, but not 10t 
enough to get him'a Name : He was 


by Nature formed to live unnoticed, I 


and in old Age to be forgotten. He 
had very little Ambition; 3 and, with 
much Indolence, a great Deſire to profit 
by his Siſter's Elevation. He had 
Senſe enough, but nothing in it grace- 
ful or brilliant. In his Temper he 
was une ven and haughty, conſequently 
cafily governed ; without Gall or Ma- 
lice, and yet apt to create himſelf Ene- 
mies ; irreſolute and wavering, deyout 
by Fits and Starts; a Lover of Pomp | 
and Pageantry, and delighting in all 
thoſe frivolous Things which little 
Minds are ſo fond of, and which ſome- 
times even ſeduce great Souls; ſquan- 
dering immenſe Sums at play, without 
the leaſt Notion of any other Diver- 
ſion. - One Day as he was ſtaking at 
Pharaoh, and laying Heaps of untold 
1 on the Cards, the Marſhal de 
Vi- 


Pivonne happening to come in, and 
obſerving ſo. much Money about, and 
all from 4* Aubignt's Pocket, ] ſu- 
© ſpeed, ſaid he, that no-body but 
£ himſelf could play ſo deep. To 
which d' Aubigne, in a ſurly Tone, re- 
ply'd,: © *Tis becauſe I have had my 


* Batoon in Money. 


Madam de Maintenon thought to cure 
him of all his Faults, by giving him a 
Wife. She pitched upon Mademoiſelle 
de Floigni, who was young, amiable, 
and very handſome, but whoſe Affecta- 
tian was fo diſpleaſing to the Count 
d Aubignt, that on the Eve of his Mar- 
riage, he heſitated a long while whether 
he ſhould conclude it. The Nuptials 
were celebrated at Maintenon, and ho- 
noured with the Preſence of Perſons of 
the firſt Rank, and even by Madam de 
Monteſpan. This was no happy Mar- 
riage; d Aubigne perceived too late, 
that it is very difficult for a Man of 


Forty 
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Forty to agree with the Humours of a 
Wife of Fifteen : They often differed 
without a Cauſe, and always made up 
the Breach without Tenderneſs. Ma- 
dam de Maintenon gave Counſels, made 
Reproaches, and ventured upon Me- 

naces, but was little regarded; Ma- 
dam d' Aubigne continued to be careleſs 
in the Choice of her Company, to be 
fond of laughing without having any 


Sort of Inclination to it, to be affected 


in her Diſcourſe, to make her Huſband 
mad, and without giving him any Cauſe 
of being jealous, and with great Pride to 
value herſelf upon the Credit of her 
Siſter-in-law. 41 


CHAP. 
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We H A VT. XI. 


The ee de Makitendn. 4 
Dreſſer to the Dauphineſs. 


HE Dauphin's Marriage put the 
whole Court into Motion. The 
Dauphineſs's Houſhold was to be form- 
ed, and every body aſpired at a Place 
in it: Many were making Intereſt for 
the higheſt Poſts; but the King had 
no Regard to Sollicitations, and con- 
ſulted with none but Madam de Main- 
tenon, who named to him the Ducheſs 
de Richelieu for Lady of Honour, and 
the Marſhal de Rochefort's Lady to be 
one of the Dreſſers ; but where to 
find the other, added ſhe, I'muſt 

M con- 
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- *'© confeſs myſelf at a Loſs. Take 


no more Thought about it, ſaid the 


£ King ; you ſhall have the Place . | 
8 ſelf, if you like it.“ 


Madam de Maintenon was hs 
at the Offer, and could hardly com- 
poſe; herſelf : She returned Thanks, 
declined it ſometimes .z but, at the 
King's Inſtances, at laſt accepted it. 
Shie obtained for her Friend Madam de 
Monchevreuil the Place of Governeſs 
of the Maids of Honour, who were 
Mademoiſelle de Lauweftein and Made- 
moiſelle de Ra | 


The Marckioneſs de Monleſpan, ha- 
ving been aceuſtomed to diſpoſe of 
ſuch Places, was prodigiouſly nettled 
that her Advice had not been ſo. much 
as aſked. | She no longer hoped to 
drive her Rival from Court, by dint 
of ill Uſage and Diſguſts: She there- 
| fore 


„ 

fore diſſembled her Grief; and, like 
her, was reſolved to keep her Footing 
at Court by a greater Employment. 
The Poſt of Super- intendant of the 
Queen's Houſhold was very convenient 
for her: The Counteſs of Soiſſous held 
it; but how to prevail on her to part 
from it, ſhe knew not. A fFourable 
Opportunity offered. Lowvois, who 
had taken it into his Head to affront ' 
| 2a down all that was yet great 
in Hake, cauſed the Fiery Chamber 
to be erected for the Proſecution of 
Poiſoners. The greateſt Lords were 
ſummoned before this Tribunal; among 
others were Marſhal Luxembourg, the 
Ducheſs of Bouillon, and the Counteſs 
of Soiſſons, who were on the Point of 
being committed to Priſon. - The 
Counteſs retired to Bruſſels, and was 
obliged to fell her Employment to 
Madam de Monteſpan, who paid her 

M2 very 
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WS, 
very ill for it, and thought ſhe had 
made a mighty Acquiſition : But ſhe 
Toon, became fenſible, that when Cre- 
dit and Influence decline, they are 
not to be revived by a Poſt at 
Court, | 


Madam de Maintenon could no 
longer Dok upon that delightful Re- 


tirement, which ſhe ſo earneſtly long'd 


for, as an Event at- Hand: Her 
Chains at Court grew heaviers How 
ever, ſhe was no longer in a State of 


Servitude and Dependance, as her Em- 


ployment in the Dauphineſs's Houſhold 
et her free from Madam de Mon- 


reſpon. . ES: 4 


She had apprehended that this new 
Poſt would ſubject her to Pomp and 
Pleaſures, and Idleneſs, which did not 
at all agree with her Inclinations; but 
me found herſelf miſtaken. The Dau- 
phineſs loved nothing but Solitude; 

and 
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and after the firſt Entertainments and 
Feſtivities were over, her Houſe look- 
ed more like a Monaſtery than a 
Court. This Princeſs was not hand- 
ſome ; but ſhe was very agreeable ; 
and in that Deſire ſhe had to ſay 
every thing that might pleaſe, ſhe 
ſhewed great Senſe and Dignity. San- 
guin had ſaid to the King, Sire, 
< ſpare her at the firſt Glance, and 
« you'll find no Fault with her after- 
- wards;* and Sanguin was certainly 
right. She loved the Beaux Arts, was 
2 Judge of them, and ſhe had adorn- - 
ed her Mind with them. One Day 

the King ſaying to her, You have 
not told me, Madam, that your 
Siſter, Madam de T oſcane, is ex- 
tremely beautiful; ſhe anſwered, 
Is ie poſſible for me to remember 
that my Siſter poſſeſſes all the Beauty 


of the Family, whilſt I enjoy all che 
Happineſs of it?? 
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With this happy Talent of capti- 
vating all Hearts, it was not difficult 
for her to win that of her Miſtreſs, 
though of an imperious, uneven Tem- 
per. Being ever attentive to the Pro- 
greſs of her Fortune, ſhe did not even 
neglect ſuch Trifles as might bring her 
into higher Favour. She loſt one Piece 
of Diſcretion upon the Dauphin: She 
{ent him a Cane, the Head of which 
was a Pomegranate of Gold and Ru- 
bies: The Crown opened, and ſhewed 
the Picture of the Dauphineſs, under 
which was this Device, i piu grate 3 
naſconde. The ſame Device had been 


formerly made for the Counteſs de 


Grignan, and was then looked upon as 
a Hyperbole; but in regard to this. 


_ Princeſs it was ſtrictly true“. 


\ 
2 


* 


* Sevignt's Letters, 31 May, 1680. 


( 


At the Death of the Ducheſs. + | 
Richelieu the King would have made 
her Lady of Honour; but ſhe repre» 
ſented to him, that this Place. would 


expoſe her to the Reflections of envious 


Minds, who - ought rather to be diſ- 
armed by Moderation than irritated by 
Pride. Louis approved of her Delicacy 
in this Point, and at her Requeſt no- 
minated Madam 4 Arpajou, her old 
Friend, and Siſter of that Beuvron, with 
whom ſhe had ſpent fo many agreeable 
Hours in her Youth, and whom ſhe 

always protected in her Proſperity. _ 


Madam de Monte/pan was no longer 
expoſed to the Oppoſitions and Contra- 
dictions of Maintenon; neither did they 
viſit one another any more: Whereyer 


they met, they converſed together with 
ſo great a Shew of Tenderneſs, that the 


World thought them ſincere Friends. 


One Day when obliged to take an 


M 4. Airing, . 
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Airing together in the ſame Coach, 
Let us ſtep in, ſaid Madam de Mon- 
* feſpan, and look a little like good 
Friends; we ſhall love one another 
®* not at all the more for it.“ 4 


The Count d' Aubigne was no leſs 
Forward to proclaim her Credit and In- 
fluence at Court, than ſhe was careful 
to conceal it, as if all his Merit lay in 
being her Brother: He talked of it in 
a ridiculous Manner, and his Speeches 
were repeated to Madam de Maintenon; 


but with great Complaiſance to repair 


% 
2 


8 4; : F 
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e 


his Imprudence, ſhe was obliged to im- 
poſe upon her beſt Friends in this Point; 
fo that Paris uſed to ſend back Stories 
to Verſailles, which undeceived inqui- 
fitive Minds, or at leaſt kept them in 
ſuſpence. She knew that the Cabal of 
the Vivonnes only ſought an Opportu- 
nity to do her a Prejudice, and that. 
the Abbeſſe de Fountevrault had decided 
that it was better her Falt ſhould: be 
* 
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gentle, by throwing her into Ridicule, 
than precipitately to pull her down by 
blackening her Character. Being thus 
informed of the Deſigns of her Enemies, 
Prudence was the only Weapon ſhe- 
fought them with: If they miſcarry, 
© ſaid ſhe, 1 ſhall laugh at them; if 
© they ſucceed, I ſhall bear it with 
* Courage.” | 


CHAP. XII. 


Amours of the King and Mademuifelle | 
de Fontanges. - 


T HIL E Monteſpan ſtill con- 
tended with Maintenon about 


the firſt Place in the King's Heart, 


Mademoiſelle de Fontanges appeared on 


the Stage, ſeized the Prize, and became 


her Rival in fact. 


This young Lady was tall, well 
ſhaped, a ſtriking Beauty, and might 
have been called a perfect. one, had 
not her Hair been a little upon the Red. 
Her Parents themſelves, who were of 
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the Diſtrict of Rouergue, admired- her 


Beauty, and built upon making an ad- 
vantage of it: From her Infancy they 
deſtined her for the Conqueſt which 
ſne made, and by the Intereſt of the 


Ducheſs d Arpajou procured her a Place 


of Maid of Honour to the Dauphineſs. 
Her Temper was mild and gentle; 
rather inclined to Melancholy; ſhe 
was more languiſhing than brilliant. 


Mr. de Peire, the King's Lieutenant in 


the Province of Languedoc, brought 
her to Court. The Moment ſhe 


arrived there, Madam de Monteſpan, 


ever ready to do herſelf ſome Miſchief, 
went to the King and told him, thar 
they had brought the Dauphineſs a 
Country Girl, who was a very Agnes, 
an Idol cut out of Marble. Louis, 
who was curious about fine Women, 
wanted no farther Incitement to ſee 
her. He made a Hunting - Match 
for the Dauphineſs, and Mademoi- 


| 1 Flle de Fontanges was of the Party. 


. 


( 252) 
The Marchioneſs de Monteſpan diff. 
covered her, called: her, preſented her 
to the King; and in order to put her 
out of Countenance, uncovered her- 
Boſom, . ſaying, Look, Sire, how 
beautiful is this! what. ſay you to it? 
Pray admire!” In ſhort, ſhe run over 
all her Charms, and extolled them 
exceſſively. The King; who. was as 
good a: Connoifſeur in Women as in 
Men, ſaw more with- a ſingle Glance 
than Madam de. Manteſpan with all 
her Attention. He found the Statue 
indeed a beautiful one; and Pygmalion 
like, he inſtantly fell in love with it; 
like him too he gave it Life. How- 
bappy a Mortal! while the greateſt 
Men promoted his Glory, the moſt: 
beautiful Women were ſubſervient to 
his Pleaſures. 3 Pige. | 


L 


. Mademoiſelle. de Fontanges hack 
Friends who were very attentive to her 
Fortune: They gave her Counſels, of 
which 
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which: ſhe: ſtood in great need; for, as: 
the Abbe de Cboiſy ſays, ſhe was beauti- 
ful as an Angel, but ſenſeleſs as a 


Block. This Lady made haſte to run 


her Race. Being declared Miſtreſs, 
ſhe gave herſelf up entirely to Gran- 
deur; paſſed by the Queen without: 
faluting her; ſpent am hundred thou-. 
fand Crowns every Month, and was 
ſurprized at its being called Prodiga- 
lity; irritated her Friends, and made 
even Courtiers wonder at her Ingrati- 
tude. She wiſhed for Kingdoms to 
have the Pleaſure of giving them away. 
Lauis indeed adored' her becauſe he 
found her like himfelf; but found 
himſelf, nevertheleſs, more certain of 


ber Magnificence than of her Poe: | 
1 ty. 


The Marchionels de — 
enraged: at this Preference, and the 
more ſo as. ſhe herſelf. had been the 
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Inſtrument of | elevating her haughty 
Rival, left off perſecuting Madam de 
Maintenon, and. directed all her Fury 
againſt Mademoiſelle de Fontanges. 

The latter had no other Support than 
Charms and Novelty: againſt her 
Intereſt ſhe had all thoſe that had 
ſerved her in the Beginning, whoſe 
good Turns ſhe had repaid with an 
inſufferable Loftineſs of Behaviour; 
ſhe had Madam de Maintenon, who 
often drew the King to- the Dauphi- 
neſs's Court, where nothing was talked 
of between them but Religion; ſhe had 
all the Ladies who had any Deſigns 
upon the King; ; and laſtly, ſhe had 


| Madam de Monteſpan, who had a Kind 


of Claim to him. 


Father de la Chaiſe, who had the 
Direction of the King's Conſcience, 
and had for a long Time interdicted 
him the Sacraments, judged that Adul- 


6: (255). 
tery was more criminal than this new 
Engagement; and becauſe he openly 
condemned the Amours of Madam- 
de Monteſpan, ſhe accuſed him of 
privately countenancing thoſe of Ma-' 
demoiſelle de Fontanges. The King 
received the Communion *. This was 
enough to make her raiſe an Outcry 
againſt Sacrilege: Father de la 
1 " ſaid ſhe very e 
is no better than une 4 WN 
. — 


— 


* The King communicated at Pentecoſt: 
The Credit of Mademoiſelle de Fontanges is. 
ſolid and brilliant. Lett. of Sevigne, uns 
12, 1680. - 


t Chaiſe de Commudite, a very good Pun in 
the French "ON ; it Pe a 2 
Stool. | 


See the Memoirs of the Marquis de In 


Fare, on the principal Events of the Reign 
of 9 0 XIV. 


She 


4 
at tooth —— —— 
* 
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She was better pleaſed with Duke: 
Mazarin, the ſame Man that had ſo 
beautiful and ſo amiable a Wife, and was 
not wiſe enough to keep her. He was 
at the Head of the Religious, but it 
was of ſuch whoſe Devotion degene- 
rates into Madneſs. He demanded a. 
private Audience: of the King, under 
the Pretext of communicating things 
of the utmaſt. Importance. Being 
introduced, he told his Majeſty, That. 
God had warned him in a Dream of 
an approaching Revolution, whereby 
the Kingdom would be fubverted, if 
he did not ſpeedily caſt off Pontanges. 


And I, fait the King, adviſe you 


to go Home, and put your Brains. 
Sin Order.“ 


The King's Heart was cruelly: 
racked: He gave himſelf up to Fontanges 
by Inclination; Reflection led hinw. 
— Maintenon, and Habit brought him. 

Fit | back. 
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back to Monteſpan. Each of them 
wanted him entirely to herſelf. The 
firſt was beloved, the ſecond ftilt 
pleaſed him, and the third was on the 
Point of pleaſing him more than the 
other two put together. Louis was all 
at once ſtruggling with the Caprices of 
Love, the haughty Freaks of Jealouſy, 
the Auſterity of Morality, the Queen's 
Grief which he gueſſed at, and the 
Checks of his own EY | 


Madam de Maintenon acted with the 
the greateſt Judgment: One would 
have been apt to think ſhe had no. 
Intereſt in thofe Intrigues. With the 
King ſhe talked of nothing but the 
Neceſſity of breaking his Chains; to 
his Miftreſſes ſhe preached up nothing 
but the Neceſſity of living together in 
Harmony: She conſoled the King, and. 
reconciled the two Rivals; and ſo well 
did dne eftabliſh her Syſtem, that at a. 
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Ti). 
Ball given at Villers-Cottrets, Fontanges 


appeared deck d by the * Hands of 
en, 


The latter did not long obſerve the 
Conditions of this Treaty of Peace. 
Her Murmurs and Complaints were 
renewed: She exclaimed bitterly againſt 
Mademoiſelle de Fontang es, againſt des 
Alrets, her female Confident, againſt 
the Prince de Marfillac, and all the 
Court in general. The King vexed at 
this turbulent Behaviour, ſhun'd his 
old Miſtreſs, in order to get rid of 
the Aſcendant ſne had gained over 
him, ſpent but a few Moments with 
the new One, who had not Senſe 
enough to amuſe him, and paſſed away 
whole Hours with Madam de Mainte- 
non, whoſe Meekneſs, Virtue, and 
agreeable Converſation became every 
Day more neceſſary to his diſtracted 
Soul. 

7 ng 
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| Mademoiſelle de Fontanges already 
gave a pregnant Evidence 'of her 


Prailty. The King created her a 


. Ducheſs; but ſhe did not long enjoy 
her good Fortune. She perceived he 
was grown cold to her. Honours and 
Riches could not conſole her for an 
Afternoon ſpent with Madam de Main- 
tenon. 


Her Lying - in proved unfortunate; 
and a Report prevailed in Town and 
Country that ſhe had been poiſoned by 
Madam de Monteſpan, as if dying in 
Child: bed was one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary Events, She languiſhed a 
long while, her Grief alone not being 
- ſufficient to conſume her. She de- 
ſpiſed forty thouſand Crowns a Year 
and a Stool in the Queen's Drawing 
Room, and long'd. for nothing but. 
Health and the King's Heart which 


ſhe had loſt. 
| * 
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Some time before her Death ſhe 
| begg'd the Favour of a Viſit from his 
Majeſty; but fearing a Return of 
Tenderneſs, and that an Interview 
might prevent his detaching himſelf 
from worldly Things, he refuſed her, 
through an Exceſs of Delicacy, this laſt 
Proof of his Love. However, he. 
found himſelf obliged to comply with. 
her Requeſt, the Confeffor being of 
opinion that. ſhe would die content 
after this Interview.. On the Day the: 
King appointed for the Viſit, ſhe. 
inquired every Moment. how the Hours 
paſſed: at the appointed Hour he 
came, and was ſurpriſed to find her 
pale and emaciated, and ſo disfigured. 
that he hardly knew her. Their 
Adieus were extremely tender *, and 

Eo the 
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* She entreated his Majeſty to pay her 
Debts, and to get her Siſter married; - He- 
pron 
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the King's Reflections extremely me- 
lancholy. 2: £7 oli 


Madam 4 Fontanges FRY in thoſe 
Sentiments of Faith and Repentance 
which God generally gives us at the 
Hour of Death, doubtleſs to prepare 
us for a better Life. The Reign of 
this Favourite was like that of a Roſe, 
ſplendid and ſhort “. 213 

| Madam 


* 88 ** 2 * 


at... 


promiſed to do both, and kept his Word. 
Her Siſter was ſoon after married to M. de 
Molac. 


*The Reader will not perhaps be diſ- 


pleaſed to find here an Epitaph on Madam d 


Fontanges, which, to me at leaft, appears 
worthy being preſerved. | 


= 


Ye Fair, whoſe Hearts with Love are ſolely | 
__ fraught, 


Here let another Care engage your Aae 
Approach, and in this faithful Mirrour, ſee, 


What 'tis I am, and ye ſhall quickly be: 
E | | The? | 


Madam de Monteſpan rej oiced | at 
the Death of her Rival: The King 


A i 1 * ——_ 2 


_— — 


Tho e of my , FORE heretofore, 

Pity that State ye'll envy now no more. 4 

Tho' fancy'd Bliſs long clos'd my ſlumb'ring 
Eyes, 

Vet, undeciev'd by Death, too late Pm wiſe. 

That God who now on me has laid his Hands, 

A full and willing Sacrifice demands; 
Demands that all ſhould to his Praiſe be giv'n, 
And ev'ry ſerious Thought be turn'd: to 
| Heav'n. 

If raid d by Love in one propitious Hour, 
The next beheld me Victim of his Pow'r: 
And, if ambitious Views miſled my Thought, 
My Blood ſoon made Atonement for. the 


Fault. 
Lov'd by my Monarch and exalted high, 


1 fear'd no Foes, and Rivals dar'd defy : 
Ne'er was a Time ſo ſhort, ſo well enjoy d, 
Nor &er ſuch Happineſs ſo ſoon deſtroy d. 
Alas! how very ſmall the Space allow'd 
Betwixt the Height of Glories, and the 
Shrowd! 


2 Was 
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was ſurprized at her Behaviour, and 
reproached her with partaking ſo little 
of his Afflictions, after having had ſo 
great a ſhare in his Pleaſures. * How 
happy am I, ſaid he to Madam de 
Maintenon, to find my Grief alle- 
« viated by your conſoling Converſa- 
tion!“ : 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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